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ASHA Reading Group Cultural Landscapes 
 

Moderator – Iain Stuart 
 

16th August @ GML Heritage  
 
 

Notes on Readings 
 
Landscape is a cardinal term of archaeology, history and geography (mostly human 
geography being an area of land sitting in scale between a location, place or site and 
what might be called a region. The concept of landscape in particular; archaeological,  
cultural or historical landscapes has served as central object of investigation, 
organizing principle and interpretive lens for several different generations of 
researchers. As can be imagined there is a vast array of literature on the topic. 
 
In acting as moderator, I took a short straw poll of my colleagues and decided to think 
of two areas for discussion; What is landscape? and How to read a landscape? I have 
also added some other readings more for interest and as pointers for anyone wanting 
to read more.  
 
What is landscape? 
 
At the core of the discussion is whether a landscape is a plan or a view (prospect) and 
therefore how it should be analysed. Meinig represents the America cultural 
geographers view from the 60’s and 70’s while Denis Cosgrove writes from the 
perspective of cultural geography with a post-modern orientation. 
 
Meinig, DW 1979, 'The beholding eye: ten versions of the same scene', in Donald W. 

Meinig (ed), The Interpretation of ordinary Landscapes: Geographical essays, 
, Oxford University Press,, New York., pp. 1-9. 

 
Cosgrove, D 2006, 'Modernity, Community and The Landscape Idea', Journal of 

Material Culture, vol. 11, no. 1/2, pp. 49-66. 
 
Plus three images – Still Glides the stream, Trees on a Hillside and AllTransperent 
 
How to read a landscape? 
 
In practical terms the McCelland et al seems to be the only practical guide on how to 
actually do the recording but it is quite dated and could do with an update incorporating 
aspects of digital technology. I used it in my thesis work and have written about using 
the methodology.  
 
McClelland, LF, Keller, JT, Keller, GP & Melnick, RZ 1999, How to identify, evaluate 

and register Rural Historic Landscapes, National Register Bulletin No 30, 
Revised 1999 edn., National Parks Service, Washington, D.C 

 
Stuart, IM 1997, 'Cultural landscapes as an analytical tool: analysing squatting 

landscapes '', Historic Environment, vol. 13, no. 3 & 4, pp. 23-8. 
 
Stephen Rippon wrote a useful short book on the topic from the UK perspective. A 
Draft Text is on-line but the original is better. It should be noted that in the UK there is 
also a technique called Historic Landscape Characterisation which is largely GIS 
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based and not to be confused with undertaking some field work. This is discussed by 
Rippon. 
 
Rippon, S 2012, Historic landscape analysis: deciphering the countryside, Council for 

British Archaeology, York 
 
I have also included Cullen’s concept of serial vision which was developed from an 
urban planning background and developed in understanding Townscapes but which 
equally could be used in analysing rural landscapes in particular in understanding how 
landscaping features such as tree plantings, location of structures …etc work to control 
vistas and views for those actually in the landscape. 
 
Cullen, G 1961, Townscape, The Architecture Press, London (I have added a 

relevant section). 
 
Foundational and important works 
 
These are provided more for general interest and later reading. Sauer and Hoskins are 
by far the best-known works although like most of these texts there is a complex 
understanding to be had about what both works intended to achieve. 
 
Beresford, MW 1957, History on the ground: six studies in maps and landscapes., 

Lutterworth, London. 
 
Cosgrove, D 1982, 'The Myth and the Stones of Venice: an historical geography of a 

symbolic landscape', Journal of Historical Geography, vol. 8, no. 2, pp. 145-
69. 

 
Cosgrove, D & Daniels, S 1988, The Iconography of the Landscape, Essays on the 

symbolic representation, design and use of past environments, Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge. 

 
Hoskins, WG 1988, The Making of the English Landscape, Hodder and Stoughton 

Ltd, London (numerous editions since 1955) 
 
Johnson, M 2007, Ideas of landscape, Blackwell Pub., Malden, MA; Oxford. 
 
Kniffen, FB 1936, 'Louisiana House Types', Annals of the Association of American 

Geographers, vol. 26, no. 4, pp. 179-93. 
 
Park, Geoff 1995, Nga Uruora (the groves of life): Ecology and history in a New 

Zealand landscape, Victoria University Press, Wellington. 
 
Sauer, CO 1925, 'Morphology of landscape', University of California Publications in 

Geography, vol. 2, no. 2, pp. 19-54. 
 
Seddon, G 1997, Landprints: Reflections on Place and Landscape, Cambridge 

University Press, Sydney. 
 
Willey, GR 1953, Prehistoric Settlement Patterns in the Viru Valley, Peru, 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 
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Approaches to landscape analysis 
 
Many of the techniques of landscape analysis particularly the quantitative ones 
required huge data sets and difficult calculations which made them difficult to use and 
they gradually fell out of favour especially in light of the post-modernist turn which only 
required reading and criticism rather than getting actual data. However, in recent years 
the rise of computer power, the availability of environmental data and the development 
of analytical techniques through GIS means that much more in the way of spatial 
analysis can be attempted. 
 
The Australian Soil and Land Survey: Field Handbook is a must for describing 
landscapes in Australia 
 
Flannery, KV 1976, 'The Early Mesoamerican Village', Academic Press, New York. 
 
Haggett, P 1965, Locational Analysis in Human Geography, Edward Arnold, London. 
 
Hodder, I & Orton, C 1979, Spatial Analysis in Archaeology, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge. 
 
Hunt, ED 1992, 'Upgrading site-catchment analyses with the use of GIS: 

Investigating the settlement patterns of horticulturalists', World Archaeology, 
vol. 24, no. 2, pp. 283-309. 

 
Jarman, M, Vita-Finzi, C & Higgs, ES 1972, 'Site Catchment analysis in archaeology', 

in Peter J. Ucko, Tringham Ruth and Geoffrey William  Dimbleby (eds), Man, 
Settlement and Urbanism, pp. 61-6.  

 
McDonald, RC, Isbell, RF, Speight, JG, Walker, J & Hopkins, MS 1990, Australian 

Soil and Land Survey: Field Handbook, C.S.I.R.O., Canberra. 
 
Vita-Finzi, C & Higgs, ES 1970, 'Prehistoric economy in the Mount Carmel area of 

Palestine: site catchment analysis', Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 
vol. 36, pp. 1-37. 

 
Whittlesey, D 1929, 'Sequent Occupance', Annals of the Association of American 

Geographers, vol. 19, pp. 162-5. 
 
 
About the Moderator  
 
Iain Stuart – wrote a thesis on Squatting Landscapes in South-eastern Australia in 
which he managed to sneak in a reference to Lord of the Rings and Thomas the Tank 
Engine in the one paragraph without upsetting the examiners. He is therefore well 
qualified to discuss landscapes 


