



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2010
Of the Australasian Society for Historical Archaeology Inc
Friday 1 October 2010 
Mercure Hotel, North Quay, Brisbane, Queensland 
Minutes
President's Welcome
The meeting began at 4.10pm.
Apologies and Quorum (5) Confirmation 
Attendance – 41.
Committee Members in attendance: Martin Gibbs, Penny Crook, Rick McGovern-Wilson, Kate Quirk, Ross Gam, Peter Davies, Paul Rheinburger.
General Members in attendance: Sarah Kelloway, Neville Ritchie, Angela Middleton, Mat Campbell, Linda Terry, Amy Wood, Iain Stuart, Debra Robertson, Helen Cooke, Catherine Tucker, Ilka Schacht, Adam Paterson, Annita Waghorn, Amanda Reynolds, Graham Connah, Mary Casey, Geraldine Mate, Cameron Harvey, Sean Ulm, Mary-Jean Sutton, Jonathan Prangnell, Karen Murphy.
Non Members in attendance: Tim Owen, Natalie Blake, Gordon Grimwade, Deborah Brian, Gaye Nayton, Aleisha Buckler, Bernice Ngo, Andrea Murphy, Jane Ainsworth, Denise Gaughwin, Tracey Ireland, Jodie Mitchell.
Apologies: Tony Lowe, Jill Reid, Brad Duncan. 
Minutes of the 2009 AGM
Motion to accept the minutes of the 2009 AGM. Moved Rick McGovern-Wilson, seconded Jon Prangnell, motion carried.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
No matters arising
Annual Reports
President’s report
The President’s report was tabled with discussion of the following issues. 
 
The New Website: Martin Gibbs thanked Penny Crook and all the contributors for the new website design. Martin Gibbs noted that although there were some issues with PayPal implementation, these appeared to have been resolved although monitoring would continue. 
b)	Vice Presidents Report
The VPs report was tabled with no discussion.
c)	Treasurer’s report
Treasurer’s report was unavailable at the meeting so the President presented a verbal report on behalf of the Treasurer. 
Martin Gibbs reported that the Society is financial and is currently doing well with a relatively healthy bank balance. The grant for $7,000 from the Commonwealth Government finishes this year. There has been a slight decline in membership, owing in part to the emphasis on setting up on-line registration rather than on membership renewals. This was also influenced by the changeover of renewals from calendar year to financial year. The auditor’s report has been received and no issues were identified. All previous issues have been addressed. There was no further discussion on the treasurer’s report.
d)	Secretary’s report
The Secretary’s report was tabled with no discussion.
e)	Journal Editor’s report
No Journal Editor’s report was tabled.
f)	Newsletter Editor's report
No Newsletter Editor’s report was tabled.
Election of Incoming Committee
No Returning Officer was appointed as there were no contested committee positions. Accordingly, all who nominated for the ASHA Executive & General Committee were voted in.
Declaration of the 2010–2011 ASHA Committee
The President, Martin Gibbs declared the following to be members of the 2010–2011 ASHA Committee:
President			Jon Prangnell
Vice Presidents		Brad Duncan & Linda Terry
Treasurer			Karen Murphy 
Secretary			Geraldine Mate
Committee	Rick McGovern-Wilson, Paul Rheinburger, Susan Piddock, Shane Burke, Kate Quirk, Ross Gam, Iain Stuart & Peter Davies.
Appointment of Public Officer
Geraldine Mate was proposed as the Public Officer for ASHA.
Appointment of Auditor
An Auditor was not appointed at the AGM. 

Set Membership Fees
There were no proposed changes to the membership fees for 2010-2011. They will remain at the rates set for 2009-2010: 
	Category
	Fees

	Individual
	$60

	Household
	$70

	Corporate
	$75

	Student
	$40

	Pensioner/unwaged
	$40

	Life
	$1200

	Individual OS*
	$85

	Corporate OS*
	$100

	Student OS*
	$60


*Overseas includes anywhere other than Australia or NZ
2011 Conference 
The venue for the 2011 conference was confirmed as Dunedin, under an organising committee led by Rick McGovern-Wilson. The specific date is yet to be announced and will be dependant on dates for the Rugby World Cup.
A suggestion of WA for the 2012 conference was discussed. It was agreed that this would depend on whether 2012 would also be the next joint conference between ASHA, AAA and AIMA and venue would be dependant on outcomes of discussions regarding a joint conference.
2009–2010 ASHA Committee retired
Martin Gibbs thanked the 2009–2010 Committee for their service, particularly Penny Crook, Mac North, Jodie Steele, Brad Duncan, Katrina Stankowski, Sue Singleton and Kylie Seretis. He then welcomed the new committee. 
Incoming President Jon Prangnell also thanked the retiring committee, including Martin for their work over the preceding years and moved a motion of thanks, seconded by Neville Ritchie. Jon emphasised that the incoming committee would be focusing on two main issues – an emphasis on membership numbers and a focus on lifting the profile of the Society and the profession as a whole.
State representatives
State representatives were nominated with the following members returning or nominating:
New Zealand		Rick McGovern Wilson
Northern Territory		Ilka Schacht 
Queensland 		Cameron Harvey
South Australia		Adam Paterson
Western Australia		Shane Burke (Gaye Nayton as standby)
Victoria			Darren Griffin (Andrea Murphy as standby)
Tasmania			Greg Jackman (Annita Waghorn as standby)
ACT			Richard Morrison (Helen Cooke as standby)
Business from the Floor
	Annita Waghorn read a brief statement about the long term commitment and support that Angela McGowan, who recently retired, has provided to ASHA and the field of Cultural Heritage Management over the last 30 years as follows: 
Angie is well known for her contributions to archaeology and heritage management, particularly in Tasmania. She conducted some of the first historical archaeological investigations in Tasmania, including at Port Arthur Historic Site and Sarah Island, as well as Risdon Cove, site of the state’s first official European settlement. Angie has been one of Tasmania’s most prominent heritage practitioners, having worked for the Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service, Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, and Heritage Tasmania, as well as in private practice. 
Angie has advocated throughout her career for the conservation and appreciation of Tasmania’s heritage sites. She served on the Tasmanian Heritage Council, and is a long-standing member of ASHA, AACA, and the National Trust (TAS). She is currently the Tasmanian representative on the Australia ICOMOS Executive Committee.  
With Angela’s retirement it was felt appropriate that this effort was acknowledged. Annita Waghorn therefore moved that this matter be recorded and that a letter of thanks from the president be sent to Angela McGowan. Seconded by Penny Crook, carried unanimously.

Discussion then turned to raising the profile of Historical archaeology and ASHA in Australasia. 
Mary Casey highlighted that the PHANZA conference would be a good opportunity to present a session as an organisation, reiterating the importance of cross-professional exposure. President will pursue.
Graham Connah suggested consideration of a high profile key note speaker to discuss major issue in Australasian Historical Archaeology and forthcoming conference. Denise Gaughwin raised the issue of suitable candidates and the possibility that ASHA /AIMA conferences may have funding for a maritime speaker.
Gaye Nayton initiated discussion about co-ordinating a public face of archaeology. Rick McGovern-Wilson pointed out that all members of the Society should be taking action rather than sitting back and assuming “the committee” should do something.
Penny Crook has suggested a blog be initiated to allow discussion amongst members
Sean Ulm highlighted an opportunity to have in-service training on a media strategy. National Geographic has offered AAA this service and he felt this might be something that all three organisations could take up.
Tim Owen suggested enhanced electronic publication but Martin Gibbs cautioned about undercutting both the journal and the current monograph publications.
Discussions ended with agreement from the members that an advocacy subcommittee be established to look at strategies for raising the profile of Historical Archaeology in Australia and NZ. This was to include:
· How to improve ASHA’s public face, 
· How ASHA as an organisation can be promoted, so that membership increases – want to ensure percentage of practising historical archaeologists that are members of ASHA increases (including recent graduates, younger archaeologists etc)
· Potential professional development workshops for members with respect to engaging with the media, writing press releases and professional approach to advocacy – need to coordinate with AAA
· Co-ordinating public archaeology activities 
· A review of what we are doing presently and whether it’s effective in terms of legislative advocacy and advocacy for protecting cultural heritage, for communicating issues, engaging the public and raising the profile of historical archaeology, 
· How we can present a co-ordinated voice rather than a fragmented communication about historical archaeology issues etc. 
The subcommittee was given the task of preparing a discussion paper outlining strategies and issues and setting priorities going forward to present to the membership in July 2012 for discussion at the 2012 conference. The subcommittee was composed of Jane Ainsworth (chair), Jon Prangnell, Adam Paterson, Gaye Nayton, Iain Stuart and Tim Owen and where necessary would seek professional advice.
15.	Close of the AGM
The meeting closed at 4.55 pm.
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