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Website Upgrade

The New Site

I took over management of the web site from Penny Crook in September 2009 and after some teething problems and a steep learning curve have finally grasped most of the principles of adding and editing content on the site. 
This year has seen new additions of the sections on ‘Historical Archaeology’ with information for the general public.  In particular pages outlining historical archaeology for individual states have been, with more currently being sought from various state representatives or are being currently written by the web moderator.  We are also potentially looking at adding more *.pdf copies of out of print ASHA publications and other pertinent historical archaeological reports to the list of those that are currently available to members.    

I’d like to thank the membership for their patience whilst I was indoctrinated into the intricacies of web site moderation, and also to those who have supplied content for the State web pages.  Particular thanks go to Penny Crook for her patience and tuition in moderating the web site (and holding the fort whilst I learnt the process) and to Martin Gibbs for providing advice on the machinations of ASHA.  

In addition to the new web site format, there is much new content planned for the new year:

· Vols. 21-28 (available to member only)

· A special section for book reviews from AHA
· Links to historical archaeological theses/reports
· Complete archive of newsletters

· PDFs of out-print publications from the occasional papers and other series

· A news module for current new items 

· Updated page content for most pages

· More information about past committees

New features include:

· Online payments
 for membership subscriptions and books

· ‘My Membership’ section for member to check and update their contact details

· Secure pages for members to access protected content

On the administrative side, the benefits include:

· Much more efficient email broadcasting

· Centralised management of members list with ‘live’ information for the secretary, treasurer and admin officer 

· A user-friendly web management system that you don’t need to be a web designer to use 

Problems

Some problems were experienced with the Pay Pal, system this year, whereby the system would not accept online payments.  In the interim, payments could only be accepted via downloading the membership form and posting payment through the mail.  It is unclear as yet whether this has affected new subscriptions and/or existing membership renewals for the year.  This problem has since been remedied after discussions with Pay Pal by the Treasurer. 
Unsurprisingly, the process of adapting our customised membership database into The Web Showroom’s general web-based content management system required some compromises. While they were able to adapt their systems to meet our special needs for most issues, some were not possible. The issue of greatest concern is the management of Household memberships.  In our own database, we were able to record the individual names and email addresses of both household members. In the new system, this is problematical and only one email address can be stored for both members. This problem is currently being examined to try to find a way forward. 
Earlier this year, a breach of privacy occurred where the contact details of former ASHA committee members were published on the web.  This issue was dealt with swiftly and the offending pages were removed from the web.  The Web editor is currently reviewing old and new pages to ensure that the situation does not occur again. 
Future opportunities

The site requires further modification and upgrading for the forthcoming year. Further content is being sought for each “Historical Archaeology in Your State” pages.   

More on-line additions of the Journal will be added to the appropriate pages, a 

As with all ‘live’ content, the website is still a work-in-progress.  There are more publications to scan and new content to upload.  In addition, The Web Showroom package has other features which will improve other areas of society business, including:

Newsletter

· Online submission of articles and images

· Preparation online (to streamline formatting)

· Delivery of the newsletter in html 

Email discussion list

· Integration of the email discussion list into the new site to streamline the management of new email addresses

· Alternatively, the email discussion list could be managed as an online blog, accessible to members only
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