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Notes on Contributors

Christina Adler is a PhD student at the Australian Centre 
for Ancient DNA, the University of Adelaide. She completed 
her B. Sc (Hons, The University Medal) in Anatomy and 
Histology, University of Sydney. The research for her PhD 
involves the genetic reconstruction of past human population 
structure and lifestyle. This involves a major focus on teeth 
and associated tooth structures, such as dental calculus to 
obtain ancient human and bacterial DNA, respectively. 

Mary Casey is a Director of Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd, retiring 
editor of Australasian Historical Archaeology and a Research 
Associate, University of Sydney. Mary has an honours degree 
in archaeology, a Master of the Built Environment and a PhD 
in historical archaeology. She has been excavating on sites 
in Sydney and Parramatta since 1989 and has directed many 
archaeological excavations including the Conservatorium site 
and recently a range of early colonial sites in Parramatta dating 
from the 1790s. Her main areas of research are: early Sydney 
locally-made pottery, feminist approaches to archaeology, 
landscape, colonial and urban archaeologies. Details of various 
projects she has been involved in and recent excavation reports 
are available at www.caseyandlowe.com.au. 

Denise Donlon is curator of the Shellshear Museum of 
Physical Anthropology and a senior lecturer in the Department 
of Anatomy and Histology, University of Sydney. She has a 
PhD in physical anthropology and a BA (Hons) in archaeology. 
She coordinates courses in comparative primate anatomy and 
forensic osteology and supervises postgraduate students. 
Research interests include historic and forensic anthropology 
of the Sydney region, dental and postcranial skeletal 
variation and Australian Aboriginal burial archaeology. She 
is a consultant to the NSW Department of Forensic Medicine 
where she assists in the identification of skeletonised remains 
and a member of the RAAF Specialist Reserves where her role 
is in the recovery and identification of Australian war dead.

Gordon Grimwade is a heritage consultant based in Far 
North Queensland, a Member of the Queensland Heritage 
Council and the State Library of Queensland’s 2008 John 
Oxley Fellow. He has been involved in Chinese Australian 
archaeology and site presentation for over 20 years.

Wolfgang Haak is Research Associate at the Australian 
Centre for Ancient DNA at the University of Adelaide. He 
is currently leading the ancient human DNA work within 
National Geographic’s Genographic Project and has a PhD in 
Anthropology (University of Mainz, Germany). His research 
interests center around human evolutionary biology with a 
special focus on detecting changes in human genetic diversity 
through time. 

Mike Macphail has 40 years experience (>140 publications) 
analysing fossil pollen, spores and other plant microfossils 
such as carbonized particles dinoflagellates to reconstruct past 
floras, vegetation, environments and landscapes, ranging from 
the present-day (aerobiology & forensic studies) back into the 
late Palaeozoic Era c.300 million years ago (basin studies, 
petroleum exploration and hydrogeology). Preferred research 
areas are the evolution of the natural landscape during the 
Jurassic to Tertiary Periods (Australia-wide), the development 
of pollen and spore-based palynostratigraphies to date and 
correlate Late Cretaceous to Middle Quaternary continental 
sequences, and the interaction between climatic change 
and human activity over the last 20,000 years in southern 
mainland Australia and Tasmania. Fossil pollen and spores 
preserved in historical archaeological contexts extend these 
interests into investigating the role of Europeans as the most 
recent of the many historic factors reshaping the Australian 
landscape. He operates run a palynostratigraphic consultancy 
and is a Visiting Fellow in the Department of Archaeology & 
Natural History, Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, 
Australian National University (Canberra).  

Kate Quirk recently completed her doctoral thesis The 
Victorians in ‘Paradise’: Gentility as Social Strategy in 
the Archaeology of Colonial Australia at the University 
of Queensland. She is currently teaching archaeology and 
anthropology at the University of Southern Queensland. 

Robyn Stocks is a graduate of the University of Sydney with 
interests in Australian historical and Indigenous archaeology, 
as well as early societies of the Middle East and Europe. 
Her recent work analysing a range of artefacts from sites in 
Parramatta and Sydney, particularly those excavated by Casey 
& Lowe Pty Ltd, has led to her current focus on early colonial 
occupation and strategies of adaptation.

Brett Stubbs is a historian based in the School of Environmental 
Science and Management at Southern Cross University, 
Lismore, NSW, where he is an adjunct fellow. His research 
interests include mining, especially beach heavy minerals, 
the brewing industry, and forest history. He is president of the 
Australian Forest History Society.

Aust_Hist_Archeology_Vol26.indd   93 18/5/09   4:06:57 PM




