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OBITUARY

II is with the deepest regret that we announce the
untimely death of Dr Brian Davey, Senior Lecturer in
Soil Science at Sydney University in February this year.

For the past fifteen years Brian was not only an
enthusiastic and supportive friend and teacher of
Historical Archaeology, but an active and innovative
researcher within this field.

His first contact with the subject came in 1974 with the
salvage excavation of Old Sydney Burial Ground;
subsequently he contributed his extensive knowledge of
Australian soils both directly and through his own
students to significant historic sites in Parramatta and
Sydney city, to First Government House, to a study of
Camden Park winery, and especially to the on-going
Regentville research programme. His contribution
included the supervision of postgraduate students
working on subjects as diverse as Hill End goldmining
sites and wall plaster at Pompeii.

As he became more familiar with archaeological
problems he was able increasingly to adapt his expenise
in Australian soils and related areas to deal with them,
and pioneered an interdisciplinary approach which has
already taken soil studies on Australian historical sites
well beyond comparable work overseas. His most
recent publication 'The Soil and Pollen Analysis of Part
of the Gardens of First Government House, Sydney' is
to be found in the current issue of the ASHA Journal.

He gave especially warmly and freely of his time,
energy and knowledge to students. As a friend he will
be sadly missed by all members of ASHA who knew
him well; his promising and innovative contribution to
archaeology will certainly survive him.

Box 220 Holme Building

University of Sydney 2006

Phone (02) 6922763 Fax (02) 6924203

THE STATE OF THE ART

New South Wales:

Excavations at the Lilyvale Hotel Site, The Rocks

The site of the Lilyvale Hotel and its associated terrace
cottages on Cumberland Street has been continuously
occupied throughout the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries hy working class people - for example a
mariner, a confectioner, a midwife. The archaeological
excavation (February to April) has been funded by the
developer, CRI Project Management Pty Ltd.

The aims of the programme are to examine the view
that life in this area of the Rocks was - as it has
traditionally been described - squalid and poverty
stricken. Four sources of information are being used in
the historical archaeological investigation. Firs~

intensive archival research has been undertaken to
produce a detailed profile of the people who inhabited
the site and to outline the development of the site over
Lime.

Secondly, the structural evidence of the buildings has
been examined for evidence both of change and of use.

Thirdly, sub-floor occupation deposits comprising both
cultural material and traces of organic remains have
been recorded and removed: these are seen as the most
direct evidence of the occupation providing information
on what was available to the residents and also how
they used it. Further analysis of this material will
provide evidence of occupational sequences and room
uses, buying patterns, and leisure activities. The
artefacts from this source have been numerous,
attractive and varied.

Finally excavations are now being undertaken in the
backyards of the terraces to examine the way in which



the residents organised and managed their immediate
environment in terms of garbage and sewerage disposal,
drainage, out-buildings, laundry facilities and plantings.

Five major areas are being excavated. One trench
investigates the backyard of a late nineteenth century
terrace. Another examines the yards of adjoining early
and late nineteenth century terraces. Two more trenches
investigate the yards and out-buildings of two mid
nineteenth century terraces. The remaining trench
investigates out-buildings associated with an early
nineteenth century house, as well as the subsequent
impact of a lane cut through the site at the beginning of
the twentieth century.

So' far structural evidence from the 1830s onwards has
been revealed, together with associated deposits which
contain an extensive and diverse range of artefact
assemblages. These are being processed as the
excavation proceeds.

More volunteers are still needed to help both with
digging and with the finds; the dig ends approximately
24 April. If you can help please call Wendy Thorp on
8584336 or 252 3099.

Department of Planning

Several new policy initiatives are currently being
developed within the Heritage Branch. The largest
project is the compilation of a State Heritage Inventory.

This inventory will become a comprehensive
computerized datahase of the State's environmental
heritage. It will develop standard heritage assessment
criteria and computorized inventory forms as well as a
departmental procedural manual to enable consistent
decision making. The inventory should increase public
confidence in the handling of heritage properties,
especially in the development industry, by clearly
identifying the procedures to be used in assessing and
implementing conservation action. The benefits of the
inventory as a cultural resource management tool are
obvious. At present there are no means by which known
sites of different types can be easily referenced on a
State-wide basis. At present it is a huge task to consult
the Register of the National Estate, National Trust
classifications, Local Heritage Studies and so on.

It is anticipated that an interim inventory will be
completed within 12 months. The inventory will then be
developed on a region by region basis and all future
heritage studies will be designed to complement the
new system.

A second project to be carried out in 1989 is the
preparation of Procedural Guidelines for Historical
Archaeological Sites for application Australia-wide.
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This project is in direct response to a recommendation
of the 1986 Heritage Administrators Conference to
engage a consultant to look at historical archaeology in
Australia in terms of the policies and procedures for the
identification, investigation, and conservation of sites,
including research frameworks, fieldwork, research
practices, public programmimg and the relationship
between development and archaeology. Tenders were
invited for the project in 1988 and a team from the
Centre for Historical Archaeological (S.U.) has been
appointed to prepare the guidelines in consultation with
representatives from all relevant fields Australia-wide.

Association for Environmental Education (N_S.W.)

Aimed at increasing public awaremess and appreciation
of the environment and environmental problems, this
Association is made up of a number of regional groups
co-ordinated by a State Executive. Activities include
field trips, study of local environment issues,
monitoring of local land-use planning and management,
study and documentation of local resources and history
and a regular Newsletter. Inquiries should be addressed
to The Honorary Secretary, State Executive,
Association for Environmental Education, 230 Scenic
Road, Killcare Heights, 2256

Sydney Technical College Heritage Mapping
Programme

The Heritage Mapping Programme, about to embark on
its fifth major project since its inception in 1985, is an
initiative of the Sydney Technical College and involves
a major measured survey of buildings and architectural
sites of significant heritage value each year. The
Programme, supponed by industry and government, is
carried out by staff and students of the School of
Building in liaison with other Teaching Schools in
TAFE. Volunteers use architectural surveying and
drafting techniques.

Previous projects have included Changu Narayan, a 4th
Century temple site near Kathmandu; Goat Island,
Sydney Harbour; The Haymarket Site, Sydney; Quality
Row, Kingston, Norfolk Island. Inquiries to Coralie
Currey, Sydney Technical College (02 217 3655)

Queensland:

Cairns Pioneer Cemetery

Following commissioning of a conservation plan and
statement of significance for the old Cairns Cemetery
the City Council has commenced work. Council is
spending $92,000 of its own funds and has received a
further $184,000 from the Federal Government under
the World Heritage Program for displaced timber
workers.



The conservation plan was prepared by Gordon
Grimwade, of Resource Consulting Services Pty Ltd,
Cairns. It considered the herilRge value of the 5 acre
site, adaplRtions appropriate to contemporary use and
outlined conservation requirements for the 300 or so
marked graves.

Efforts are currently underway to identify an additional
2200 graves; a voluntRry committee is assisting Gordon
to collate biographical material of interments in the
McLeod Street Pioneer Cemetery. Concurrently work
is being undertRken on repairs of some headstones - a
daunting IRSk for a tropical environment. Acid rain is no
problem. It is the quantity of rain that mauers - all
2000mm annually!

South Australia:

Yvonne Reynolds, formerly of Brisbane, joined the
SlRte HerilRge Branch as a project officer in January
1989, working on the Register of SlRte HerilRge Items.

Queens Theatre, Adelaide

As part of an inner-city development proposal, project
architects Woodhead Australia commissioned an
archaeological study of the surroundings of this
building to determine the extent and layout of any
surviving historic fabric. The site has been occupied
since 1840 by a complex of buildings functioning at
various times as the Queen's and Royal Victoria
theatres, Supreme Court, City Mission, Horse Bazaar,
and, since 1928, as a carpark. HerilRge Parks Australia
undertook the study over a five week period in mid
1988, excavating to locate demolished building
elements, and relating these to the extent buildings and
documenlRry evidence.

Hindmarsh Entertainment Centre, Adelaide

SACON (formerly the Department of Housing and
Construction) is commissioning studies of several
historic sites affected by the proposed entertainment
complex at Hindmarsh. The first of these, a survey of
Eliza Hyde's Cottage, dating in part from the 1840s,
was carried out by Justin McCarthy in March-April
1989.

Ludgvan Street Bypass, Burra

The South Australian Highways Department proposed
to construct a road deviation at Burra, involving
demolition of the former Bushman's Rest Hotel and the
Burra Croquet Club, and burying the site of the
demolished White Hart Hotel. The National Trust
obtained partial funding from the Highways
Department for recording these structures and sites, and
for the work carried out by Parry Kostoglou and David
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Bannear in early i988. The White Hart excavation
disclosed the foundations of a 22-room hotel
constructed in four phases between 1849 and 1911, and
destroyed by fire in 19i6.

Mayo Cottage, Near Hawker

Now within Wonoka SlRtion, this small stone cottage
was built by the Mayo family in 1890 on the western
bank of Wonoka Creek. A project to restore the cottage
as a bushwalkers' hut on the Flinders Ranges Heysen
Trail initiated the archaeologieal survey of the cottage
and its surrounds. Funded by the Department of
Recreation and Sport the restoration was carried out by
a supervised team from Wright Court, an Adelaide
community rehabilitation eentre.

The sorting of large stone piles from the collapsed walls
revealed many of the arehitectural and domestic
artefaets including handmade nails and fragments of a
china doll's head. The cOllRge is a grim reminder of the
hopes and struggle of the early settlers in the harsh
environment beyond Surveyor-General Goyder's 1865
line of demarcation resulting in an exodus from the area
after the 1913-14 droughts.

Petticoat Lane, Penola

Justin MeCarthy and David Bannear carried out a
voluntRry excavation on a couage known as The
Rectory for the National Trust in October 1988.
Extensive sawdust deposits in the archaeological record
assisted in demonstrating the building's long use as a
butcher shop.

Zanoni (1865-1867)

The third season of excavation on the Zanoni took place
in March-April 1988, directed by Bill Jeffery of the
State HerilRge Branch and a team comprising
volunteers from the National Maritime Museum, the
Society for Underwater Historical Research, and private
individuals. The Zanoni was a three-masted barque
whieh sank off Ardrossan on the Gulf St. Vineent after
capsizing in 1867. The expedition excavated and
surveyed a small area behind the foremast in the
vicinity of the galley. The ship's stove was recovered,
and the port (lower) side of the ship was located intact.
An unexpected bonus was the chance discovery of the
ship's bell, positively identifying the wreek, whieh was
reported only in 1983. A draft report on the Zanoni
should be ready by mid-1989.

Three months later, divers from the SlRte Heritage
Branch returned to the site in conditions of better
visibility and made a photomosaie of the wreek,
exposing 350 frames of monochrome film.



Whaling Sites

A report on a survey of whaling and sealing sites in
South AustraIia, carried out by Parry Kostoglou and
Justin McCarthy in 1985 and edited by Jeni Paay, will
be published by the Department of Environment and
Planning in mid-1989. The report identifies 24 sites on
the South Australian coast and off-shore islands which
are known from on-site remains or documentary
evidence to date from the period 1804-72.

South-East Shipwreck Snrvey

A survey is underway to identify and assess the
shipwreck resource in Commonwealth waters off the
South Australian coast. Paul Clark commenced the
survey in late 1986, funded by DASEIT, and the fIrst
region, the south-east coast from the Murray mouth to
the Victorian border, will be completed in April 1989.
Two more regions, the central and north-west, remain
to be covered.

Tasmania:

Port Arthur

During January Jack Mcilroy, assisted by ten
volunteers, carried out an archaeological investigation
in the ornamental gardens at Port Arthur on behalf of
the Port Arthur Management Authority. The aim was
to expose the original garden layout pathway system
and the irrigation system in the gardens prior to
eventual re-establishment of the gardens as close as
possible to their original form. Jack reports that this
use of archaeology as a planning tool was largely
successful in achieving its aims. Brick, stone and
wooden drains and clay-and-gravel and cobblestone
pathways from the convict and later periods were
uncovered. It is expected that summer archaeology
projects will continue under the direction of the Port
Arthur Management Authority in the years to come.

This short project has now been completed and it is still
a matter of great concern that the Port Arthur
Management Authority employs no permanent or full
time archaeologist and that no archaeological advice is
incorporated into day to day management or
conservation planning for the site. A number of
restoration projects and minor site works are planned or
underway and the lack of archaeological input into
these will inevitably cause the loss of archaeological
information and lessening of the integrity and
significance of the site.

Karen Townrow has now returned from her year-long
fieldwork stint on Macquarie Island. She completed
recording a large number of sites, carried out a detailed
survey on the west coast of the island and undertook
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nine excavations at six sealing sites. Karen is currently
working on processing and analysing her results and
intends to complete her report by April.

In October and November Steve Brown spent six weeks
on Macquarie Island with Karen assessing the
significance of the cultural resources and collecting
data for a cultural resource management policy for the
Lands Parks and Wildlife Department. Steve and Karen
have finished a Draft Policy Statement which should be
publicly available in the near future. It addresses issues
including physical conservation action, future research,
public access and tourism, future collection policy,
display and conservation of existing historic material
and mechanisms for making future policy decisions.

Launceston Airport Survey

Zuzana Oeme undertook a preliminary survey for
Aboriginal and historic sites in the area surrounding the
Launceston airport. Her consultant's report is now
being reviewed by the Department of Lands, Parks and
Wildlife.

Highfield, North-West Tasmania

The National Estate funded conservation of Highfield
continues. Highfield was the headquarters of the Van
Diemens Land Company in Circular Head from 1827
onwards. Richard Morrison continues to provide
archaeological input into the project by monitoring
works in progress, recording recent discoveries and
contributing to conservation planning.

Maritime

Funds from the Commonwealth Historic Shipwrecks
programme employ one maritime archaeologist, Mike
Nash, in Tasmania. Mike's fIrst report entitled 'A
maritime archaeological survey of South-East Tasmania
(Cape Raoul to South East Cape)' has now been
published by the Department of Lands Parks and
Wildlife (Occasional Paper No. 17)" It is available from
DLPW, P.O. Box 44A, Hobart. Mike's second project
report 'A maritime archaeological survey of eastern
Bass Strait', and a resource document on the Sydney
Cove (1797) Historic Shipwreck, jointly authored with
Paul Clark, have been completed and will be available
soon.

South-West

David Bannear commenced work on the Teepookana 
Macquarie Harbour regional survey in February. The
historical component of this project will concentrate on
recording the abandoned townships of Pillinger and
Teepookana and associated roads and railways. The
project is jointly sponsored by the Department of
Lands, Parks and Wildlife and the Forestry
Commission.



Also in February, Richard Morrison commenced work
on a survey of historic structures in the World Heritage
Area for the Department of Lands, Parks and Wildlife.

Hobart

Brian Prince and a team of assistants are undertaking
post-excavation processing and analysis of the finds
from the Davey Street Extension excavations. In 1987
excavations were undertaken in advance of road
building across the Hunter Street causeway which was
built in the 1820s and a number of nearby later building
sites. The Department of Main Roads is sponsoring the
processing of the large amount of material collected.

The Hobart City Council is undertaking an
archaeological investigation of the Queens and
Alexander Batteries as part of a major interpretive
project. These batteries were components of the 19th
century Derwent Defence Network. Jack Mcilroy has
been appointed to direct the project.

Long Marsh Dam

In March the Tasmanian Archaeological Society, led by
Anne McConnell, recorded the historic Long Marsh
Dam along the Macquarie River near Tooms Lake. The
dam was partly constructed between 1842 and 1844
using convict labour and then abandoned. Its purpose
was to supply water to ntidlands farmers. There are
substantial remains at the site including the dam
abutments, a coffer darn, a diversion channel, dolerite
and sandstone quarries, a grave, tracks and the
construction settlement with numerous building
remains, wells and paths. The Society was able to
obtain a good basic record of the site which is now
seriously deteriorated.

Victoria:

City Link Site, Footscray

The recent excavations at the City Link Development
Site at Footscray in Melbourne's west proved to be an
outstanding success. The project set out to examine
several archaeological sites within the area of a
proposed redevelopment in the earliest part of
Footscray including the remains of a tannery, a pair of
semi-detached workers' cottages and two hotels.

Little remained of the tannery, but the remains of the
other buildings and their associated deposits were
successfully excavated, with all the artefacts being
inventoried during the course of the excavation. The
excavation was made possible by the participation of
hundreds of volunteers and had extensive and very
positive media coverage. The project was jointly funded
by the developers City Link Properties, Footscray City
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Council and the Victorian Ministry for Environment
and Planning.

Towards the end of the project interest centred on the
site of one of the hotels, the Stanley Arms, which
unexpectedly revealed the remains of an earlier building
within the hotel structure. The first structure had been
expanded steadily in six major construction phases and
has been tentatively identified as one of the earliest
buildings in Footseray, occupying an important site on
the shonened route from Melbourne to Williamstown
and Geelong openrd up in 1839.

Phase 1 - A four-room structure, built with substantial
unquarried stone foundations and wooden posts set in
post holes approximately 500mm deep. Presumably this
structure was clad with wooden boards and possibly
lined with hessian.

Phase 2 - A ooe-room extension is added to the nonh
western corner. It is built with unquarried stone
foundations and wooden posts set in post holes
approximately 400mm deep.

D

Phase 3 - Another extension is made to the western side
of the Phase 2 room. This extension is also built with



unquarried stone foundations but uses a wooden frame
construction without posts.

Phase 4 - The original four-room structure is rebuilt on
the unquarried stone foundations using hand-made
bricks. The wooden posts are cut off at the top of the
foundations and the brick-work laid directly over them.

Phase 5 - An addition built of brick on quarried
bluestone foundations is made to the front of the
building. This extends the building three metres to the
east and one metre to the north and south, making it
conform to the allotment boundaries laid out in 1848.

Phase 6 - New walls of brick on quarried bluestone
foundations are built one metre outside the original
northern and southern walls and joining the back wall.
These walls formed the base of a two-storey structure
which conformed to the eastern extension and was built
to envelop the Phase 4 building before its dismantling.

Of the 54m2 area of the original building, 135m2 had
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been destroyed by the installation of a petrol tank,
304m2 by the digging of a trench for drain pipes and an
additional 1O.6m2 was removed by backhoe. From the
remaining areas a deposit was excavated which had
accumulated from the time of the construction until the
dismantling of the phase 4 building. The artefacts from
this deposit were predominantly spirit, wine, beer and
chutney bottles, sheep bones and tobacco pipes, with
few domestic ceramics, an assemblage consistent with
the identification of the building as one of two early
inns known from historical sources.

The final interpretation and identification of the
building will depend on the results of the extensive
historical research and analysis of the artefacts
currently underway.

The Industrial Heritage of the West

Most residents of Melbourne are familiar with historie
buildings like Como, Parliament House or 5t Patriek's
Cathedral and these types of buildings have their future
assured thanks to public appreciation, continual
sympathetic use and statutory protection. However,
there are many other structures significant to our
heritage which are not only lacking any form of
protection, but are generally overlooked when we think
of heritage.

These are the factories, mills and industrial sites on
which the growth and wealth of the Colony of Victoria
was based. They include docks, railways, bridges.
mines, quarries, meatworks, warehouses, workshops,
flour-mills, saw-mills dairies, farms, chemical plants,
public utilities, manufacturing works and a great variety
of general manufacturers. The list is almost endless.

Historically Victoria is the industrial centre of Australia
and the western suburbs are the industrial heart of
Melbourne. The activities of the early entrepreneurs
and workers have left a rich legacy of industrial relics.
More 19th century industrial engineering achievements
survive here than in most developed countries.

The functional buildings that these people built and
worked in are often considerably more informative
about their personalities, their ambitions and their way
of life than the grand houses and public buildings_

Most of the residents of the western suburbs and the
western region of Melbourne spend a great part of their
lives working in these industries. And just as the
industrial landscape is an ever-present part of our lives,
so it was for the past residents of the west.

There is a story in old factories which tells of skilled
tradesmen and craftsmen, resourceful entrepreneurs and
imaginative inventors. Industries in Melbourne's
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western suburbs can claim innovations in meat
processing, chemical production and general
manufacture. Likewise, they have played a major role
in developing other resources such as agriculture and
minerals.

Wool scourers and boiling down works which
processed the vast flocks of sheep for overseas export
were some of the fIrst to be attracted the banks of the
Maribyrnong River and other streams. They took
advantage of the useful IIansport link, the water supply
and the convenient drain provided by the river and soon
turned it into a reeking sewer. The notorious bone
mills, abattoirs, tanneries and other noxious industries
soon gave the city the name "Smellbourne".

However unpleasant these industry were, they gave an
important boost to the economy during some key
periods. Doring the 1840s depression when wool and
livestock prices plummeted the boiling down works
converted the worthless carcasses into valuable
products - tallow for soap and candle manufacture, and
skins and salted meat for export. Joseph Raleigh at
Maribyrnong was one of the fIrst.

In the 1860s and 70s new technology for canning meat
by a vacuum process was pioneered and in the 1880s
some of the first frozen meat shipments made to
England. The Melbourne Meat Preserving Company
was the most prominent of these with its premises at the
site of Raleigh's works: a site which has also seen the
building of Australia's first railway locomotive, the
beginnings of the Australian Frozen Meat Export
Company, and manufacture of the fIrst centrifugally
spun steel reinformed concrete pipes by the Hume Pipe
Company. The site's latest use is as the home of the
Living Museum of the West and a new Board of Works
park, appropriately named Pipemakers Park.

Downstream, the abattoirs of the MCC and William
Angliss, and the Michaelis Hallenstien tannery have
recently been obliterated during clearance for new
commercial and residential development.

The lower reaches of the Maribymong have seen many
major works including the Colonial Sugar RefInery, of
which the 1874 building survives; the chemical and
superphosphate works of Cuming Smith, Mt Lyall,
Wischer and others; a centre of agricultural implement
manufacture comprising Hugh Lennon, T. Robinson,
and International Harvester; the Melbourne Glass Bottle
Works; and, of course, the magnificent Spotswood
Sewerage Pumping Station.

Beginning in 1854, with the erection of the Footscray
gunpowder magazine (of which one wall remains)
Melboume's west has played host to the main
explosives and munitions factories in Australia. Nobels
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in Deer Park goes back to the 1870s and the
Government factories in Maribymong developed in the
'80s near the 1874 Saltwater River Magazine. Storage
magazines, fuse factories, and even ftreworks
manufactures have spread all over the region taking
advantage of locations in what at the time were vast
empty spaces.

The late 19th and early 20th centuries have seen a
greatly diversifIed industrial base in the region with
metal industries becoming prominent. RV. McKay's
Sunshine Harvester Works became the largest
agricultural implement works in Australia. The
Newport Railway workshops became the major builder
of railway locomotives and rolling stock. The bluestone
quarries in tum provided the stone for ballasting the
railways and building the roads of Victoria.

The Living Museum of the West has begun an
Industrial Heritage Project, funded by the Minislry
for Planning and Environment, which aims to identify,
research and record the signifIcant items of induslrial
heritage in the region. Field survey, documentary
research and oral history are all contributing to our
understanding of this heritage.

With such a large almost untouched field it is a huge
task to survey the industrial areas of the western region
properly, let alone the rest of Melbourne. To date more
than 400 sites have been identifIed, ranging from huge
complexes like CSR, to small specialist factories like
Parsons and Lewis horsehair drawers and curlers. In
some cases, where little remains of a site, few details
are recorded - location, date, type of industry, etc. A
select few are researched more extensively.

The importance of industrial heritage is not always
appreciated: the numbers of those in Victoria studying
it and working for its preservation are limited. Local
conservation studies, often carried out by architects
with interests in fIne domestic and public architectural
style, frequently fail to recognise significant industrial
sites if architecturally uninspiring. This project will
make a significant start; hopefully, with the work of the
National Trust, the recent interest in urban archaeology
and those academics and amateurs already conducting
research, the industrial heritage of Victoria will
increasingly be appreciated.

The project will help to ensure that historic industrial
buildings are not all lost. The Living Museum is
looking for anyone who can help with suggestions for
inclusion of particular industrial buildings, historical
photographs or information, or assistance in 'research
and recording.

If you think you have something to contribute please
contact Gary Vines on 689 7293.



Western Australia:

Asian Quarter at Cossack

During winter ]989, an archaeological survey of the
Asian quarter of the abandoned pearling port of
Cossack was carried out by Jack McIlroy on behalf of
the W.A. Museum. The project was funded by a
National Estate Programme Grant. Cossack, located
1500 km north of Perth, was established in 1863 and its
multi-cultural population of Europeans, Chinese,
Japanese and Malays grew rapidly during the heyday of
the pearling industry.

The survey recorded the extent of the areas of Asian
settlement and suggested future research directions and
management options. Cossack is likely to undergo
substantial development aimed at enhancing its already
considerable tourist potential.

South-West Whaling Survey

In January-February 1989, a team led by Graeme
Henderson undertook a survey of whaling wreck sites
in the South-West to complement an earlier
investigation of whalers wrecked on the north and
north-west coasts.

Lake Jaspar

For the first time in Australia prehistory has moved
underwater. The whaling survey expedition to
southwestern Australia gave W.A. Museum prehistorian
Charles Dortch the opportunity to utilize the expertise
of maritime archaeologists and investigate prehistorie
aboriginal sites submerged beneath the waters of Lake
Jaspar. Archaeological study of the site began in May
1988, when evaporation occurring during the severe
summer drought lowered lake water levels and exposed
shallow parts of its floor. This revealed tree and
blackboy stumps intact in growth position and dozens
of prehistoric artefacts.

The recent underwater survey of the lake has revealed a
submerged landscape potentially identifiahle in terms of
its past habitats, and the activities of its prehistoric
human inhabitants. Radiocarbon dates suggest that the
lake filled, or at least expanded significantly, 3400
4000 years ago. Study of the lake's geological origin
will provide important insight into the nature and
timing of significant events in the landscape history of
this southwestern wilderness region.

Overseas:

New York, U,S,A

The Society is pleased to acknowledge with
appreciation receipt of the eleventh royalty check for
$61.41, from sales of Historical Archaeology: A Guide
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to Substantive and Theoretkal Contributions, Ed.
Robert L. Schuyler ($24.95, $2.50 postage, Baywood
Publishing Co. Inc., Amityville, New York, 11735).

Belgium

The coal-mines of the Limburg area of Belgium are
among the most significant and visually spectacular in
the world: they reflect both in their technology and
their architecture the heyday of Belgian extractive
industry during the fIrst forty years of the twentieth
century and especially the inter-war period. There are
three major complexes which are now threatened with
almost total destruction. At Winterslag only the head
frames are scheduled for preservation the
architecturally striking administrative buildings, the
miners' shower-rooms and the coal-washing plant (the
largest iron-framed building in Flanders) will all go. At
Waterscbei all but one of the advanced reinforced
concrete buildings of the 1920s will follow the head
fTames and pit-head structures into oblivion. The mines
complex at Eisden will completely disappear, including
its important reinforced concrete head-frame of 1920.

The mines closed only in 1987-8. Much has been sent
for scrap. Extraordinary plans for the levelling of the
sites, at a very high cost, were immediately unveiled
and the Flemish government has shown a great
resistance to consider alternative plans for adaptation
and reuse, partly within the context of a proposed
tourist park in Limburg. Professor R.I. Jack, History
Department, University of Sydney requests letters in
support of preservation be written to Mr Van
Velthoven, President of the Flemish Council, Palais der
Natie, Natieplein 2, B-looo Brussel, Belgium:
Chairman of the Flemish Govemment,Jozef II-straat30,
B-I040 Brussel, Belgium: Governor of the Province of
Limburg, Dr Willemstraat 23, B-35oo Hasselt,
Belgium: Lord Mayor of Maasmechelen, Administratief
Centrum-Gemeenteplein, B-3630 Maasmechelen,
Belgium

DIARY NOTES

Old and New in Australian Cities:

A debate about heritage conservation and
redevelopment in city centres, presented jointly by
Australia-ICOMOS and Continuing Education in
Architecture,University of Sydney.will take place on
28-29 April, 1989



Photography's 150th Birthday:

"The Australian National Gallery announces with great
excitement that it will show the major intcrnational
exhibition The Art of Photography 1839-1989, to
celebrate 150 years of photography. The Royal
Academy of Arts in London, the Museum of Fine Arts
in Houston and the Australian National Gallery in
Canberra are the only three venues world-wide to have
this magnificent show," James Mollison, Director.
Canberra 17 June-27 August 1989

Maritime Archaeology Conference:

The theme of the VIlIth Annual Conference of the
Australian Institute for Maritime Archaeology
Conference (point Walter Conference Centre, Perth, 4 
10 September, 1989) will be the environmental and
physical aspects of shipwreck survival, management
and interpretation. A major component will be devoted
to the Iron Ship, involving management strategies and
conservation issues related to iron and stearn
shipwrecks. All are invited to attend. For further
information please contact the convenors: Mike
McCarthy and Myra Stanbury, c/- Western Australian
Maritime Museum, Cliff Street, Fremantle, W.A. 6160.
Tel. (09) 335 8211.

ASHA Conference 1989 :

The Ninth Annual ASHA Conference will take place on
22 - 24 September, 1989 (Revised dates) at Sydney
University with the working title Artefact Analysis,
Material Culture. Papers are now invited: the
provisional programme is set out below.

Overseas Field Experience:

Volunteer field assistants are needed to work with
scientists and scholars on Historic Archaeology (and
other) actual research projects around the world. For
one to four weeks, join a FOUNDATION FOR FIELD
RESEARCH expedition, learn field methods, and share
in aU the responsibilities associated with professional
research. Learn by doing. Each volunteer tearn member
is asked to make a tax-deductible contribution to cover
a share of expedition expenses.

Expeditions leave for the field every month of the year.
They cover underwater archaeological work in the
Columbia River, Oregon, uncovering historic and
prehistoric artifacts, geoarchaeological work to recreate
Bahaman island shorelines as they might have appeared
in 1492 for comparison to Columbus' log, and
archaeological excavation of a fortification laid siege to
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and burned in AD 1212, Wales, Great Britain.

The above list is only a sample of the projects open to
volunteer assistants.. Enquiries Foundation for Field
Research, 787 South Grade Road, P.O. Box 2010,
Alpine, Calif. 92001 U.S.A.

PUBLICATION NOTES

Exhibition Catalogues:

Creating Australia: 200 Years of Art 1788-1988

248 page catalogue of The Great Australian Art
Exhibition which opened at the Queensland Art Gallery,
May 1988. The catalogue is fully illustrated in black
and white and colour and contains essays by Daniel
Thomas, Murray Bail, Ian Bum, Mary Eagle, Grazia
Gunn, Richard Haese, Frances Lindsay, Gael Newtown,
Virginia Spate amongst others. Available in softback
(532.00) and hardback (539.95) from the International
Cultural Corporation of Australia Ltd., 12 Playfair
Street, The Rocks, NSW 2000. (02) 241 1071.

Terra Australis

240 page catalogue of the exhibition Terra Australis
seen at the Art Gallery of NSW July-October, 1988.
The catalogue is fully illustrated in colour and black
and white and contains 17 essays by writers including
William Eisler, Bernard Smith, Martin Terry and Baiba
Berzins. Available in softback (530.00) and hardback
($55.00) available as above.

Australian Biennale 1988: From the Southern
Cross, A View ofWorJd Art c. 1940-1988

This catalogue documents the 110 Australian and
international artists represented in the 1988 Biennale. It
contains essays by Nick Waterlow, Francis Lindsay,
Daniel Thomas, Terence Maloon and Ian Bum amongst
others. The catalogue is 288 pages with all artists'
work represented in colour or black and white.
Available for 520.00 (softback only). Available from
Biennale of Sydney, 100 George Street, SYDNEY,
NSW 2000 (02) 27 3016, and from art bookstores and
art gallery bookstores.

The Face of Australia: The Land and The People,
The Past and The Present

This catalogue documents the remarkable exhibition of
Australian art from non-state collections which toured



Australian regional galleries 1988-89. The catalogue
comes in two forms, the composite 200 pages, and the
sectional, both of which document each of the four
sections of the exhibition (e.g. The Land-The Past; The
Land-The Present; The People-The Past; The People
The-Present). Both the sectional and composite
catalogues contain essays by David Hansen, and full
catalogue listings, all work reproduced plus a checklist
of regional galleries in Australia. Available at state and
regional gallery bockstores r.r.p. $20.00 (for the set of
four sectional catalogues or the composite).

RESEARCH NOTES

ACT:

Australian Heritage Commission

The criteria for the Register of the National Estate
(including categories of cultural significance) have
recently been extensively revised and are among a
number of useful updates and publications now
available from the Commission.

HERA, the computerised bibliography of works related
to heritage and environmental conservation which was
initiated by the Commission, is growing fast. Updates
are available every quarter, and everyone working in
this field should make themselves familiar with this
facility.

The complete listing of National Estate Grant
Programme Reports is now available in hard copy. This
recent publication supercedes the 1981 'Brown Book'
and includes references to a number of archaeological
projects.

Enquiries to AHC Rhodes Place, Yarralumla 2600

New South Wales:

State Archives

From December 31, 1988 State archives are no longer
transported from the Kingswood repository to the
Rocks Archive office. From this date readers are
required to use the records where they are stored i.e.
either at 2 Globe St. The Rocks, or at O'Connell St.
Kingswood.

Individual State archives are numbered using a system
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of prefixes: archives with the following prefixes are
located at the Rocks. 1/; 2/; 4/; 5/; 8/; 9/; XI; COD; all
prefixes over 30; Plan nos. 1-10,000, 60359 +; Maps
nos.I-IO,ooo and AO Documents.

Archives with the following prefixes are located at the
Kingswood Repository: 3/; 6/; 7/; 10-20/; Map and Plan
nos. 10,001 + (except for Plans 60,359+).

Fortunately most heavily-used State archives 
passenger lists, convict records, land grants, licences
etc. - have been copied and are available at both
locations.

Enquiries to Archives Office of NSW 02-2370254 or
Kingswood Repository 02 6731788

Ceramic Marks

Information is sought from anyone who has found the
green transfer-printed version of Chevy Chase rather
than the blue version listed by Coysh. The pattern
shows a rustic scene with peasants and cattle and
includes meaningless lettering within scrolls.

Contact: Judy Birmingham, Historical Archaeology,
University of Sydney.

Leather Artefacts

Information is sought from anyone who has been
working on leather artefacts from historical sites,
especially nineteenth century shoe leather. Rebecca
Bower is researching the topic for a BA (Honours)
thesis and would like to make contact with anyone who
has worked on the recovery, identification and
especially the conservation of this type of material.

Contact: Rebecca Bower c/o Historical Archaeology,
University of Sydney.

Overseas:

International Whiskey Trade

Margaret Kennedy is researching the American
whiskey trade which flourished in southern Alberta,
Canada during the early 18705. She is hoping to locate
literature such as reports on sites dealing with short
term resource exploitation activities (such as the gold
rush) which may also discuss the nationality of site
occupants and the origin of goods being used at those
sites, and would like to make contact with Australasian
archaeologists.

Contact: Margaret Kennedy, Department of Geography,
University of Lethbridge, 4401 University Drive,
Alberta Canada. TIK 3M4.



ASHANEWS

ASHA Conference 1989: Archaeological Artefacts,
Material Culture

Provisional Programme Septemher 22·4

Friday
9am - 5pm
Full day workshop on cultural conservation:
5-7pm
Exhibition Opening, MacIeay Museum:
7pm
Conference Dinner, Sydney University Staff Club:
Guest Speaker

Saturday
9am - 3pm (including lunch)
Prepared papers and discussion
3.15 - 5.00pm
Excursion to View Collections
6.00pm
Reception at Historic/Archaeological Site:
Free evening or informal dinner

Sunday
9am -9.45am
ASHA Annual General Meeting
10 am - 4pm (including lunch)
Papers and Discussion
4pm
Tea and departure

Papers are invited on any aspect of the title themes 
short papers on particularist artefact studies (10
minutes), longer papers on comparative or theoretical
issues (either 20 or 30 mins). At this stage the
programme arrangement is flexible.

Papers already offered include important studies of
early ceramic edged wares, oriental trade wares, and an
analysis of sources for imported colonial ceramics:
studies of nineteenth century window glass and of
leather items from a colonial well, and a
methodological study of material culture from two mid
nineteenth century households. So far one theoretical
paper is promised and others threatened. Conservation
of material culture - especially practical field and
workroom techniques - is included.

Please notify your intention to contribute ASAP: the
programme is f1.Iling fast Publication is planned.
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Themes for the cultural conservation workshops include
HA and urban development, HA and local regional
planning, public HA and a forum on the historical
archaeology procedural guidelines. Suggestions of
pertinent topics and contributions welcomed.

Address all correspondence to the Conference
Convenor, c/o ASHA Secretary.

EDITORIAL

The current surge of building activity in the state capital
cities has initiated a corresponding boom in large as
well as small-scale urban archaeological excavation.
Melbourne's important FoolSCray dig and Sydney's
sensational Lilyvale in the Rocks are reported on
elsewhere in this issue.

These two sites raise an issue of major importance for
the future of the discipline in that their public proftles
are in stark contrast. Victoria's highly visible Footscray
dig was seen on television screens nationally as well as
more intensive local media coverage. In Sydney as with
First Government House Site in its early days the
Lilyvale excavation is proceeding behind fences,
starved of volunteers and with minimal publicity. The
public has a right to know about if not to be actively
involved in the rediscovery of its own past as it is
happening: provisions for public programmes must be
regarded as standard and should be automatically part
of the contractual arrangement.

The problem of protecting historical archaeological
sites is still both topical and worrying especially in
country towns and the rural countryside. Unlike their
aboriginal counterparts they have no automatic
protection. Current governmental policy of devolution
of environmental planning controls to regional and local
government authorities requires urgent action at many
levels to inform and educate the new managers of the
archaeological resource about its identification,
assessment and conservation.

All the more welcome then the NSW Department of
Planning's initiative in developing a set of Historical
Archaeology Guidelines for use at all levels of the
community, and especially for regional and local
government. Please note the proposal for discussion of
the draft Guidelines in September at the ASHA
Conference.



ASHA PUBLICATIONS

The Australian Journal ofHistorical Archaeology

Volume I (1983)
Volume 2 (1984)
Volume 3 (1985)
Volume 4 (1986)
Volume 5 (1987)
Volume 6 (1988)

Major Publications

Members
out ofprint

$10.00
$10.00
$13.00
$14.00
$15.00

Non-members

$15.00
$15.00
$17.00
$18.00
$19.00

Birmingham. Bairstow & Wilson (eds)
Archaeology and Colonisation: Australill in the World Context
Papers from the Seventh Annual ASHA Conference 1987

Birmingham & Bairstow (eds)
Papers in Australian Historical Archaeology
Selected ASHA Newsletter Articles 1969-1982

Occasional Papers

Judy Birmingham & Carol Liston Old Sydney Burilll Ground
Maureen Byrne Ross Bridge, Tasmanill
Eleanor Crosby Survey and excavations at Fort Dundas, Melville Island, NT
Marjorie Graham Printed ceramics in Australill
R.V.J. Varman The Marseilles or French pattern tile in Australill
Lithgow Regional Library (ed.) Lithgow Pottery: a source book Part II

S26.00

$17.50

$6.00 each

Postage & packing in Australia
Postage & packing overseas

ASHA CONTACTS

State Representatives:

add $2.00 per item
add $5.00 per item

A.C.T.
Northcrn Territory
Queensland
South Australia
Tasmania
Victoria
Wcstern Australia

Newsletter Editors:
Judy Birmingham. Andrew Wilson

Dr Mike Pearson c/o AHC Rhodes Place Yarralumla 2600
Kate Holmes 2/5 Beefwood Court Alice Springs 5750
Ian Sanker Queensland Museum PO Box 300 South Brisbane 4101
Peter Bell c/o DEP GPO Box 667 Adelaide 5001
Angela McGowan 7 Cosgrove Ave South Hobart 7000
Krista! Buckley VAS 29-3 I Victoria Ave Albert Park 3206
Myra Stanbury WA Maritime Museum Cliff St Fremantle 6160

Other Contributors:
Peter Bell. Gordon Grimwadc. Tracey Ireland. Angela McGow:m.
Yvonne Reynolds. lain Stuart. Wendy Tborp. Gary Vines
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OBITUARY

At the end of July Ian Brand died. Over the years Ian
had provided a great wealth of archival information
principally about Tasmania's convict past. This he did
as both a paid and unpaid historical researcher working
with a wide range of people and institutions. While
many publications bear his name much of his work also
remains in unpublished form.

Despite a long history of serious illness, his tremendous
research productivity has created a very useful
information base for both historical and archaeological
work on such places and subjects as Port Arthur, the
Coal Mines, Maria Island, Macquarie Harbour, the
Hobart Penitentiary Chapel and Criminal Courts, the
Probation System, the Pentonville System, and in many
other areas.

The extent to which his works are cited is a testimony
to the quality and effectiveness of his efforts. At the
time of his death Ian was in the process of making
arrangements for the publication of new works.

Ian had a meticulous approach to his research and was
most generous and responsible with information he
uncovered or revealed. He always ensured that his work
was deposited in public archives for the benefit of other
resean:hers.

Ian was a valued member of several committees
involved in broader heritage and conservation issues. In
particular his voluntary work with the National Trust
(TAS) is remembered.

Ian made an especially valuable contribution to the
conservation of Tasmania's heritage during a formative
period when it was exceptionally useful; his expertise
and his insights will be greatly missed.

Box 220 Holme Building

University of Sydney 2006

Phone (02) 692Z763 Fax (02) 6924203

THE STATE OF THE ART

Australian Capital Territory:

New Cultural Heritage Management Courses,
Canberra

The National Centre for Cultural Heritage Science
Studies (formerly the Cultural Heritage Science
Division in the Canberra CAE) offers undergraduate
and post-graduate courses in Museum Studies and
Cultural Heritage Management. These comprise
components in Museum Studies, Parks & Recreation,
and Architectural Heritage. These are offered as
specialisations in Bachelors (3 years) (including 4th
year honours); Graduate Diploma (1 year); Masters (2
years); and doctoral programs in Applied Science.
Students can also study part-time.

The primary aim of the programs is to provide an
interdisciplinary professional education at a tertiary
level for students interested in the management of
Australian cultural heritage, incorporating the
categories of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander,
European and other multicultural and natural heritage
resources (whether in the forms of landscapes,
monuments and sites or in collections, such as in
museums, galleries and archives) and to provide the
professional skills to contribute to such management.
At present there are sixty students from all over
Australia. Approximately half of these students are
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as the programs
also aim to facilitate the primary role of indigenous
people in the preservation, continuation and
management of their cultural heritage.

The Centre has the sponsorship of, and support from,
several national and local heritage institutions and
organisations.

For further information phone 062 522121 or write to
the National Centre for Cultural Heritage Science
Studies, PO Box I, Belconnen ACT 2616.



New South Wales:

Lilyvale Hotel Site, Sydney

Excavation finished after frustrating delays and
difficulties due to Sydney's big wet (January to June
1989) and with the stunning total of some 250 000
artefacts of considerable diversity and interest. With the
assistance of follow-up funding from the Sydney Cove
Authority all have been inventoried, and preliminary
studies on all categories will be completed shortly. The
collection is at present housed in the Rocks by the SCA.
Consultant Wendy Thorp for Sydney Cove Authority

East Newcastle Convict Site

Following a short excavation in July 1987 which
revealed part of a kiln and forge east of the paymaster's
office, excavation on the predicted sites of three other
structures in the convict Lumber Yard (1814 -1850)
took place in July. The aim of the excavation was to
'sample' the extent and nature of remains from the
convict use of the site, and to determine the depth of the
later overburden. The information found will be used in
deciding how best to conserve and interpret the site. In
addition to remains of convict structures in a number of
trenches, an aboriginal midden was also excavated
within the confines of the Lumber Yard. Well
patronised visitors' tours and informative pamphlets
were a feature of the dig. Consultant Dr D. Bairstow,
Conservation Plan project for Newcastle City Council.

Parramatta City Centre

An excavation in the heart of early Parramatta (Rose
Hill) has revealed the post holes of an original convict
hut clearly in plan in the top of the subsoil: this is the
second of these structures to be excavated. Precise
location of this hut together with confirmation of the
George Street alignment will allow significant advances
to be made in keying the early street plan into modem
Parramatta. A number of wells have been found, some
of convict date. A popular and well-organised Open
Day was held on site on 19 August. Consultant Ted
Higginbotham for Prospect County Council.

Sydney School of Arts

A research design is currently being prepared for the
excavation of the site of the School of Arts and
buildings immediately to the north in Pitt Street, near
the comer of Park Street. The School of Arts was built
in stages and incorporates the Independent Chapel built
by John Verge in 1830, the original Lecture Theatre
from 1836, the present facade ofl860 by John Bibb and
later extensions and alterations. The building to the
north survives from before 1840, with a new facade
from 1880. Research indicates that all the surviving
buildings were preceded by houses built before the
1820s, and it is likely that remains of these earlier
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structures will be recovered. The excavation is planned
to start in October 1989. Consultant Andrew Wilson for
Crone and Associates and Kumagai (NSW) Pty Ltd.

Establishment of Maritime Archaeological Sites
Program

A program for management, study and interpretation of
maritime archaeological sites in NSW has been
operating for just over 12 months. The Department's
involvement in this area is due to its responsibilities in
relation to the Heritage Act 1977 (State Waters), and
the Director of Planning's role as delegate for
administration of the Commonwealth Historic
Shipwrecks Act 1976, in NSW.

The major priority of the program has been to establish
a firm base for the long term conduct of maritime
archaeological work. A key project in the initial six
months was therefore the development of a set of
'Policies and Procedural Guidelines for Maritime
Archaeology in NSW'. This will be available shortly as
a publication.

A Maritime Archaeological Advisory Panel has
provided the Deparunent with valuable assistance, not
only in reviewing the early drafts of these guidelines,
but also on various other matters of policy. This panel
consists of specialists in maritime history, maritime
archaeology and conservation.

In addition, the volunteer group, the Maritime
Archaeological Association of NSW have begun a
project to document the colliers known as 'sixty milers'
that operated between Newcastle and Sydney.

Other government department such as the Water Police
and the Navy and private concerns such as the Sydney
Aquarium have also become actively involved in
aspects of the program through provision of personnel
and specialist equipment required for underwater work.

An initial register of some 1500 incidences of
shipwrecks in NSW has now been established.

Following a submission to the Federal Minister for the
Arts and Territories, the collier SS Duckenjield was
declared an historic shipwreck on the 24th May (100
years to the day of its sinking), under the Historic
Shipwrecks Act 1976.

A maritime archaeological survey of the area to be
affected by the construction of the Sydney Harbour
Tunnel was conducted by contract maritime
archaeologist, Karen Atkinson. The survey report is
available from the Department of Planning library.



A preliminary report has been received from the Navy
on lhe Maritime Archaeological Resources of Jervis
Bay. A more detailed survey is expected to take place
later this year. The work is being coordinated by
maritime archaeologist and Navy reservist Lieu!. Adam
Wolfe.

The success of the program in its early stages has been
due to the involvement of a wide range of people and
organisations. However, a great deal of work is yet to
be done. The continuation of this support will ensure
that the directions and goals that have been established
can be realised.

South Australia:

Queens Theatre Dig, Phase 2

The Hooker Corporation's proposed highrise Henry
Waymouth Centre on the land surrounding the 1840
Queen's Theatre in Adelaide has proceeded to the
planning approval stage. In 1988 an archaeological
study was carried out with the limited aim of locating
the extent and form of the footings of demolished
building remains beyond the standing structures. As the
project will impact severely on the building, project
architects Woodhead Australia commissioned a further
major study of the site to record below-ground elements
as well as rectified photography and measured drawings
of above-ground elements, and sampling and
conservation of wallpaper and other finishes.

Excavation was carried out from June to August 1989
under the direction of Justin McCarthy of Austral
Archaeology, concentrating on the southern end of the
building in the vicinity of the stage, orchestra pit and
dressing rooms. Basement floor level was found at
about 2 metres below present ground, with a rich layer
of theatre-related artefacts - sequins, make-up, curtain
weights, jewellery - covered by sterile fill in the 1870s.
To the west of the building the foundations of the New
Queen's Theatre of 1846 and the cellar of the
Shakespeare Tavern were also excavated, in all
removing about a thousand cubic metres from the site.
The project was jointly funded by the Hooker
Corporation, the Adelaide City Council and the
Department of Environment and Planning. The collapse
of Hookers at the end of July put the future
development of the site in doubt, but funds are available
to complete the archaeological study.

Cadia Conservation Study

Justin McCarthy and Jack Connell from Adelaide
undertook a voluntary study of the 1860s mining site at
Cadia in central New South Wales for the Australasian
Institute of Mining and Metallurgy in April 1989, to
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record its structural remains and make
recommendations for its conservation. Costs of the
project were mel by the Heritage Council of NSW. The
machinery remains of the Cornish pumphouse and
crusher house at Cadia (or Cadiangullong, to be strictly
correct) are the most complete and interesting of their
kind in Australia.

Nubrik Hallett Brickmaking Plant

The State Heritage Branch has carried out a study of the
brickmaking plant at the Nubrik Hallett brickworks at
Allenby Gardens. This consists of two stearn-powered
pugmills and extruding machines believed to have been
installed when a Hoffman kiln was built in 1913. The
company is now winding up operations on the site.

Maritime Archaeology

The survey of shipwrecks off the south-east coast of
South Australia is complete, and the survey of the
central coast from the Murray mouth to the Eyre
Peninsula is about to begin. Paul Clark, who has been
carrying out the Commonwealth-funded survey, is
leaving Adelaide to take up a teaching position at Qing
Dao in China, organised jointly by the Research Centre
for Southeast Asian Ceramics and the Museum of
Chinese History.

Tasmania:

Macquarie Island

Karen Townrow's repor~ Survey and Excavation of
Historic Sites on Macquarie Island: Occasional Paper
No. 20 has now been published and is available from
Department of Parks, Wildlife and Heritage. The 150
page report details the results of Karen's year long
expedition and includes site descriptions, excavatinn
reports, historical background to the sealing industry
there and management recommendations. Further
National Estate funds are being sought for Karen to
analyse the excavated artefacts.

Maritime Archaeology

Funds from the Commonwealth Historic Shipwrecks
program are used to employ maritime archaeologist
Mike Nash. Mike undertook fieldwork at King Island in
April, inspecting nine shipwreck sites. Two new reports
have recently been published: Paul Clark and Michael
Nash, Sydney Cove Historic Shipwreck (1797):
Occasional Paper No. 19 and Michael Nash A Maritime
Archaeological Survey of Eastern Bass Strait
(Furneaux, Kent, Curtis and Moncoeur Groups):
Occasional Paper No. 21.



Albatross Island

Karen Townrow spent a few days on the island, which
is off the far north-west of Tasmania, where various
traditional industries were undertaken including
fursealing, guano collecting and hunting albatross for
their feathers. Following on from previous work on the
island Karen excavated in the large South Cave but did
not encounter any cultural remains.

Hobart

Jack McIlroy has now finished his excavations at the
Queens and Alexander Batteries for the Hobart City
Council. The work received considerable media
attention, especially in regard to the location and
excavation of a hot-shot oven at the Queens Battery.

Richard Morrison, currently the Acting Planning
Officer for Historic Sites, has completed reports on
Hobart's Theatre Royal for the Theatre's Board; the
Military Gaol, Anglesea Barracks; and investigated the
Execution Yard of the Hobart Penitentiary Criminal
Courts and Chapel for the National Trust.

North West

Tim Murray of LaTrobe University will be continuing
his study of the archaeology of the Van Diemens Land
Company with further excavations at Burghley this
summer. This will extend the work undertaken in early
1988 with the emphasis on trying to elucidate the
relationship between Aboriginal stone artefacts found at
the site and the remains of Van Diemans Land
Company shepherding activities.

The Forestry Commission will commence two regional
historic site inventory projects in September, focussing
on the north-west and north-east regions. The aim of the
two surveys is to compile a register of historic si tes in
wood-production forests based on archival and oral
sources.

South West

David Bannear has now finished his survey of north
Macquarie Harbour and the Teepookana State Forest, a
project jointly organised by the Department of Lands,
Parks and Wildlife and the Forestry Commission.

David inventoried and recorded a large range of historic
sites, including convict sites related to the pining, coal
gathering and farming activities at Sarah Island penal
settlement in the 1820s to 1830s, late nineteenth/early
20th century sites related to the North Mt. Lyell
company's mining operations and pining sites from the
19th and 20th centuries. The most complex site was the
abandoned township of Pillinger, which flourished
around the turn of the century at Kelly Basin, but has
now been overtaken by the south-west Tasmanian
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jungle. Of particular interest are the double scotch brick
kilns at East Pillinger, which are thought to be unique in
Australia.

The Commonwealth and Tasmanian Governments have
agreed to nominate additional areas of south and west
Tasmania for inclusion on the World Heritage List. The
new area will include Sarah Island, the site of
Tasmania's earliest penal settlement which operated
from 1822 to 1833 and again as a probation station in
1846-47. This is the first time that an Australian historic
site could be recognised as meeting the criteria for
listing as a cultural property on the World Heritage List.

Port Arthur

Archaeological work prior to site development works
was undertaken at Port Arthur by Jack McIlroy in June
and July. Jack excavated a number of paths around
Clougha and the Roman Catholic Chaplain's house
prior to reinstating them to facilitate visitor access. This
is the first stage of a program to restore the gardens
around the buildings at Port Arthur. The amenities have
now been removed from the Watchman's House next to
the Penitentiary and this building is being converted for
use as a shelter and display area. Jack undertook
investigative excavations in the building, locating the
convict courtyard surface and other early surfaces and
floor levels.

Government Policy Changes

With the change of Government in Tasmania, a new
Department of Parks, Wildlife and Heritage has been
formed which is roughly equivalent to the old National
Parks and Wildlife Service. Given the policies of the
Labor-Green accord and the inclusion of heritage in the
name of the new Department, those interested in
heritage conservation in Tasmania are optimistic that
Tasmania will now acquire some Heritage legislation to
protect historic sites and relics.

Another major policy of the new Government is the
recognition of Tasmania's Aboriginal community and
the granting of land rights. Already the Government has
agreed to return Oyster Cove and Wybalenna to
Aboriginal people.

Victoria:

New Projects

Looking into the VAS Krista! ball a number of projects
are in the pipeline for 1989/90. How many of them
emerge is dependant on budgets, Ministry, State and
Commonwealth. The projects are as follows:



Correndenk Stage 2: an archaeological survey of an
Aboriginal mission and preparation of management
guidelines. Stage I, which has been completed, is an
extensive historical study of the mission.

Ebenezer Mission: conservation study of an Aboriginal
mission involving contributions from architectural
historians, historians and archaeologists. The ultimate
aim is the production of a management plan.

The above two projects have been undertaken at the
request oflocal Aboriginal communities.

William Salthouse Anefact Analysis: this study is to
look at innovative and imaginative approaches to
artefact analysis using the William Salthouse material.
VAS is looking for something other than the usual
laundry list analysis or abrasive technical analysis. We
want our artefact analysis to look at the broader picture
of human behaviour in its socio-economic and nemiotic
context. The ultimate aim is to stimulate interest in
artefact analysis in Australian Historical Archaeology.

Details of all these studies will be circulated through
the VAS consultants register. If you wish to be added,
or upgrade your entry, write, enclosing a CV, to Kristal
Buckley, Manager Archaeology, VAS, PO Box 262,
Albert Park 3206.

Sealing, Whaling and Coastal Settlement

Stage I of this project has just been completed. VAS
managed to find some funding to allow five and a half
weeks preliminary historical research. Susan
Chamberlain, who has recently completed a PhD. thesis
on The Hobart Whaling Industry 1830-1900 (History
Department, LaTrobe University), undertook to do the
work for VAS (photocopies are available).

Her report, partially based on her thesis research, gives
a brief overview of sealing and whaling in Victoria and
a full bibliography of sources. Sealing in Victoria
appeared to have begun in the early 1820s as the main
sealing grounds among the islands of Bass Strait were
depleted. Whaling expands in Bass Strait into a major
industry after the late 1820s as restrictions on trade
were removed. Most of it was bay whaling at places
such as Portland and Port Fairy, because of the presence
of right whales close to the Victorian coast. Although
whaling was an important industry there seems to have
been no attempt by the Victorian whalers to expand into
pelagic or offshore whaling to exploit such species as
sperm whales.

Some of the sealers and whalers branched out from
their maritime activities to coastal and inland
settlement. The Hentys at Portland were one example,
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and Captain Mills, whose cottage was excavated by
Peter Couns in 1978, another.

There are a number of questions that lead on from
Chamberlain's report about the organisation of sealing
and whaling. In the 1840s whalers seem to be part of an
integrated maritime/land commercial operation with
squatting properties and whaling interests connected by
the use of ships all owned by the one operation. The
Hentys, the Imlays and Ben Boyd seem to be part of
this pattern.

Stage 2, currently unfunded, will involve archaeological
work along Victorian coast. Sites are known from Gabo
Island, Refuge Cove on Wilson's Promontory. The land
around Portland and Port Fairy has been heavily
developed and no obvious site appears to have survived,
but this needs to be tested. Victoria is now fonunate in
having the remains of the Thistle, owned by the Henly
family, which was wrecked in 1837 and has the
potential to produce lots of information on the early
coastal economy.

To put Victoria in a broader context, the coast is only
one side of Bass Strait, and whaling and sealing was a
big industry that embraced the Victorian, NSW, SA and
Tasmanian coasts and islands. Really effective
archaeological work is difficult given State boundaries.
Perhaps the Commonwealth, or a national body such as
ASHA or ICOMOS, could organise a meeting to
exchange research information and coordinate further
studies.

Welsh Village

Over the last two months, the Victoria Archaeological
Survey Historical Archaeology Unit has spent a total of
five days recording Welsh Village, a former gold
mining site at Chenton, near Castlemaine. The site
comprises stone dwelling sites and mining workings.

The organisation of the site is dictated, to a large extent,
by the availability of quartz, and evidence of extensive
mining activity occurs along two quartz reefs, the
Nimrod Reef and the Diamond Reef. These reefs run
along two parallel ridges. The stone dwellings are
situated in the sloping gully between the ridges.

The site has approximately 25 vertical shafts and open
cut mines and three stamper battery sites for crushing
and processing the quartz. No machinery remains from
the battery sites.

The stone ruins, which number approximately 12, are
constructed from local stone and mud. In most cases,
only the lower parts of walls remain. Several of the
structures are associated with landscaped surroundings
which include levelling and terracing the ground with



stone walls, building stone-edged paths and lining parts
of the creek which runs through thc site.

At present very little is known about the history of the
site, except that it eeased to be occupied around the
time of World War I.

Site Register

The Victoria Archaeological Survey, Historical
Archaeology Unit has completed a new range of site
cards which are designed to faciliUlte site recording, and
retrieval of information once in the Site Register. The
cards include a Site Register sheet, Site Record sheet,
Feature sheet and Artefact/Element sheet, Site
Management Assessmcnt!Action sheet and a Historical
DocumenUltion sheet.

Alongside the recording system, the HAU has over the
past four months set up the VAS Historic Sites
Register. This includes both the organisation of
physical evidence of sites (such as site cards, maps,
reports) and also the setting up of a Register on the
Minark computer daUlbase. The aim of this is to make
available to users a range of information on sites and
also to faciliUlte site management and research concerns
of the Unit.

Whipstick Sites

The Whipstick Forest lies to the north and north east of
Bendigo. VAS has been conUlcted about a number of
sites in the Whipstick and we felt it was imporUlnt to
visit the area to get a feel for its archaeology.

Apart from gold, the major industry in the Whipstick
was eucalyptus farming. To farm eucalyptus all you do
is cut down a field of trees and wait for the trees to
copice. If regularly cut the trees will keep coppicing,
producing a new crop of fresh growth. Apart from
creating a very neat piece of bush the main aim is to
steam the new growth in vats to produce eucalyptus OIl.

There are many abandoned eucalyptus distilling sites
and at least three still in the Whipstick operating. The
principal features of such sites are boilers, steam lines,
vats and condensing dams. The earliest test boiler sUlmP
that could located was 1907. One working boiler was
first tested in 1909.

Mechanisation has involved the development of
harvesters (which we did not see) and a mobile vat
which reduces the time Ulken to cut the eucalyptus.
However, the time Ulken to steam the oil from the
leaves and distil it has not been reduced.

A rich oral tradition has it that goanna oil is produced
by artificially encouraging a high density of goannas,
which are currently harvested by mechanised backhoes,

6

sieves and lots of excitement. The goannas are then
pressed in a mechanised press, and the liquid produced
run off into settling tanks to allow the oil to separate
from the blood. Hand screw presses are reportedly still
used although VAS has never seen one. The likelihood
of archaeological remains however would seem remote.

What is impressive is the range of bush carpentry
involved. The mobile eucalyptus vat, for example, is in
essence a good idea welded together. There is also
considerable variation between condensing dams, but
virtually none in the design of boilers and boiler
mountings, and in the below ground vats - phenomena
that pose questions to be investigated.

The other sites in Whipstick relate to charcoal
productions and goldmining. VAS were shown ten of
the sixty odd puddling machines located in the
Whipstick, some of which were remarkably well
preserved with all elements present save the horse. And
the gold. Well, shares in HAU Mining are buoyant

VAS would like to thank Mike Butcher and Dennis
O'Hoy for showing it the sites of the Whipstick.

A more comprehensive and truthful picture of
Bendigo's industrial heritage is currently being
prepared for publication by Mike Butcher et al. in late
1989 or 1990.

Western Australia:

The Old Convict Station, Claremont

A joint project between the Friends of the Claremont
Museum and the University of Western Australia has
involved postgraduate archaeology student Martin Gibb
in the excavation of an old convict station next to

Claremont Park, Perth. He was assisted by students
from St Hilda's who were encouraged to join the dig as
part of their social studies programme.

The site was used to house the convicts who built the
road from Perth to Fremantie during the 1860s but
research by the curator of the Claremont museum, Mrs
Sally Hasluck, found that structures built fairly recently
covered most of the original convict sUltion. Only a
small area in the car park was still available to be
excavated. Between 1890 and 1892 the buildings were
leased by the Church of England and used variously as
a community meeting place and as a government
school. The site later became the Claremont train
terminus.

Excavation has revealed pieces of glass, ceramics and
clay pipe stems.



Undergraduate Unit in Australian Archaeology

Once again, the undergraduate course in Archaeology at
the University of Western Australia is introducing first
year students to different aspects of Australian
archaeology. As in previous years, the unit will include
three lectures on maritime archaeology.

Postgraduate Diploma Course in Maritime
Archaeology, Curtin University

At present, there are still vacancies for students wishing
to undertake the above course in the 1990 academic
year. The course is designed for graduates with either
an Arts, Science or other appropriate degree, and basic
diving qualifications. Coursework and practical units
are undertaken at Curtin University of Technology, the
University of Western Australia and the Western
Australian Maritime Museum. Details and further
information may be obtained from the course co
ordinator.

Assoc Prof. J.D. Penrose, Director, Centre for Marine
Science and Technology, Curtin University of
Technology, GPO Box U 1987, Perth, WA 6001.
Telephone: (09) 350 7700

Fremantle Prison Draft Conservation and
Management Plan

Fremantle Prison is one of Western Australia's most
historically important places. As a cultural asset it has
few equals anywhere. Some time in 1990, when a new
prison facility is ready for use, the prison will be closed.
Its recycling is a major responsibility for the State and
presents an opportunity for the State to show that
conservation, public amenity and economic use can
reinforce one another in a creative way. Grasping the
opportunity whilst fulftlling the responsibility is the
task at hand for the Planning Committee.

ASHA has been invited to act in an advisory capacity to
the Historical Research Group, which is one of six main
task force groups set up by the Planning Committee,
and has been asked to submit suggested ways in which
it may assist the Committee in developing a plan that
falls within the guidelines of ICOMOS and the Burra
Charier. ASHA's contribution may well lie in the
specialised experience that individuals have developed,
such as archaeological excavation of convict period
establishments, identifying and dating early building
material, fixtures, compilation of relevant
bibliographical references, and so on. A Draft
Conservation and Management Plan has been lodged
with the ASHA Executive.
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The Heritage Places Act, W.A.

There has been no apparent progress in the passages of
the Heritage Places Act fYIA) through parliament since
the bill received its second reading nearly three years
ago and was subsequently taken for various
amendments.

The continued absence of heritage protection has
resulted in an ever increasing number of significant
historic sites and their archaeological components
falling victim to the latest surge of development in and
about Perth. Western Australia has neither the
administration nor the funding, nor has it any guidelines
for the research, recording, rescue or management of
heritage sites.

The continuing delays for the third reading would
suggest that we are unlikely to obtain any of the above
until such time as our politicians see some election
mileage in promoting the issue.

First Flour Mill, Perth

Several historical archaeological projects have lately
been undertaken by the Department of Archaeology
(formerly the Centre for Prehistory) of the University of
Western Australia, under the direction of Martin Gibbs.

In January 1989 a group of student volunteers
allempted to locate and excavate the site of the fust
flour mill in Perth for the National Trust fYI.A.), prior
to commencement of deep earthworks for a new multi
storey office complex. The mill, constructed in 1832 by
Henry Reveley, the Colonial Architect, was an upright
or nurse mill, with the wheel rotating on a horiwntal
plane. Apart from its unique operation - which lasted
less than a decade - this was the fust industrial building
of the colony.

Unfortunately a protracted industrial dispute and
soaring temperatures resulted in a three week delay
before access to the site was finally granted. This lost
time meant that the construction schedule no longer
allowed for the anticipated mechanical assistance in
removing the rubble overburden, and with many
misgivings the project was perforce abandoned without
establishing whether the remains of the mill or miller's
cottage either still existed, or had been destroyed in
earlier development on the site. The site has
subsequently been excavated to a depth of over 10
metres.

Acknowledgment is due to Multiplex Constructions for
allowing access to the site, and to the team who worked
on it.



The Traveller's Arms, Perth

This same student group also investigated the site of an
early twentieth century hotel, The Traveller's Arms, as
part of their Field Studies course at UWA. This site is
located in bushland about 40km from Perth along the
Albany Highway, and was surveyed as part of the
assessment procedure for the Historic Siles Committee
of the National Trust CW.A.). Although demolished and
cleared in 1969, and subject to incursions by bottle
collectors, survey of the site located a filled well, and
two large, undisturbed rubbish mounds in the adjacent
bush.

Although difficult to detect from the road, the site was
visited during excavation by bottle collectors who
removed the grids and datum pegs, and dug their way
into the mound under investigation. This provided the
students with a somewhat unexpected series of
problems to solve the next day. The archaeological
investigation has also been supplemenled and enlivened
by an inleresting oral history of the hotel's characters
and after-hours operations. Materials excavaled are
currently under analysis, with a final report to be
submitted to Professor Bowdler for assessment.

Freshwater Bay Convict Depot

During June Martin Gibbs and a number of other
postgraduate and undergraduate students undertook a
voluntary excavation of the Freshwaler Bay Convict
Depot in conjunction with the Friends of the Claremont
Museum. As part of the Museum's ongoing public
education program, school and community groups were
inviled to participate during the two week period, with
10 to IS unskilled volunteers taken on-site each day.

The site, consisting of several stone building used to
house convict road gangs, was conslrucled in 1863, and
used until mid 1875. After the convict period the largest
structure was adapted for use as a church, school house,
tram depot, and finally as a private residence before
demolition in the 1930s. No surface evidence of the
depot remains, and in the relatively small area available
for excavation, only fragments of clay tobacco pipe and
a number of post hole shadows indicate its former
presence. However, as a public education exercise it
proved highly successful and rewarding, and provided
the first step towards a long-lerm examination of the
convict presence in Western Australia.

In January-February 1989, a team led by Graeme
Henderson undertook a survey of whaling wreck sites
in the South-West to complement an earlier
investigation of whalers wrecked on the north and
north-west coasts.
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DIARY NOTES

Exhibitions:

Digging for Meaning

Digging for Meaning: Interpreting the Archaeological
Message is an exhibition showing how archaeologists
extract information about the past from their sites, and
what sort of information this is. The exhibition
combines brilliant colour photographs with selected
finds from recent excavations of historic sites in
Australia, including; Regentville, Cadmans Cottage,
First Government House and Elizabeth Farm in Sydney,
and Footscray in Melbourne. It is presented by The
Centre for Historical Archaeology and The Macleay
Museum.
July to 30 November 1989 at the Maeleay Museum,
University of Sydney. Tues - Fri 8.30 - 4.30 or by
appoinunent. Phone 02-692 2274.

At Work and Play

At Work and Play: Our Past in Pictures is the result of
the State Library's Bicentennial Copying Project which
copied 7000 documented pre-1939 photographs in 22
towns throughout NSW during 1988. The exhibition
(and book) presents 150 of the best images, but all 7000
images are instantly available on monitors via a
computer subject retrieval system linked to a laser
Videodisc. Instant prints are available or full quality
copies can be ordered. This is the way major pictorial
collcctions will be accessed in the future.
August 1989 - January 1990, Stale Library of NSW.

AlMA Conference:

Shipwrecks and their Environment

VHIth Annual Conference of the Australian Institute for
Maritime Archaeology, Perth, Western Australia, 4-10
September.

Any non-AlMA members wishing to atlend this
conference are cordially inviled to do so. Reasonably
priced accommodation is still available to cover the
working sessions of the conference. A weekend field
trip to ROllnest Island has been planned for the weekend
8-10 September. Those wishing to participate should
contact Myra Stanbury and/or Mike McCarthy, C/- WA
Maritime Museum, Cliff Strcct, Fremantle, WA 6160
(Tel. 09- 335 8211).



CONFERENCE NOTES

First Workshop on Historical Archaeology
Guidelines

About forty historical archaeologists and associated
practitioners participated in a one-day workshop on
Urban Digs: Problems and Issues on June 16 at the
NSW Department of Planning.

The workshop is a component of a national Project to
develop Guidelines for Historical Archaeological Sites,
and is an initiative of the National Heritage
Administrators Conference administered by the NSW
Department of Planning. The Project is being
undertaken by the Centre for Historical Archacology,
PO Box 192 Holme Building, University of Sydney.
The guidelines will cover those circumstances in which
historical archaeology - and its practitioners - become
active participants in state or national conservation
processes, and will also guide government
administrative personnel, developers, architects and
engineers in dealing with sites and issues.

Proposed products comprise three documents and two
Workshops. The major document provisionally titled
Historical archaeological siles: a guide /0 their
investigation and conservation, will be comparable to
Kerr's Conservation Plan, but more accessible to non
practitioners, with key references, a reading list, and
lists of relevant organisations and legislation.

A second document will be a draft code of practice for
archaeologists and developers based on the British code
from the British Archeologists and Developers Liaison
Group (copies of which are available from the Project).
A third document will be the Project Report. It will
include recommendations about study outputs and
issues arising during the project.

This workshop was the fIrst of them. Its subject was the
major problems and issues raised by urban digs.
Participants were primarily practising consultant
archaeologists whose collective experience could be
shared to highlight common problem areas and issues.

Others included planners from the Department,
archaeologists whose expertise covers both practical
fIeld work and administration and at least two
administrators who were not archaeologists but had to
deal with them. Two key archaeologists /administrators
came from Victoria and South Australia, respectively.
Developers, architects, historians and others involved in
the fIeld were not invited specifically, although their
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views were represented (and will be canvassed further
later in the Project).

The Workshop was in two major sessions - fIrst, City
Centre Archaeology, on issues arising from urban
excavation on development sites. The second session on
Methods for Identifying Sites was more concerned with
environmental planning and the schedules of heritage
items to be established and maintained by local
govcrnment. A questionnaire pre-circulated to each of
the first session speakers raised a number of issues
known to have caused problems in the past as a basis
for their papers.

The fIrst session was introduced by Helen Temple, for
ten years State Archaeologist in NSW, gave a succint
summary of the NSW experience was the starting point.
Three case studies followed, complementing each other.
lain Stuart of the Victorian Archaeological Survey
detailed the course of the successful City Link
development at Footscray with emphasis on how its
archaeological component was marketed to both
developers and Lhe public as an interesting, involving
and 'different' operation. David Logan, representing the
Sydney Cove Authority, took the questionnaire to
dcvelopers in the Rocks and provided revealing insights
into their viewpoint. Ted Higginbotham discussed
'watching brief' conLracts as an inadequate means of
recovering archaeological information at anything more
than token level. Richard Mackay returned more
forcibly to this point later.

The second session looked at longer term
archaeological planning, beginning with procedures for
identifying archaeological sites in order to protect them
in local and regional heritage schedules. Emphasis was
again on urban localities, on the grounds that these
present problematic issues in their most intense forms.

Tracy Ireland's important paper listed the
archaeological zoning plans so far completed
(parramatta, the Sydney CBD, and Millers Point), all
different in their approach, and discussed the concept of
such plans as both a management device and research
tool. Wendy Thorp presented a brief account of the
most recent, the Sydney central business district
chronological zoning plan. Mike Pearson, from the
perspective of the Heritage Commission, offered the
dry warning that the rest of Australia generally needed
more basic concepts in Historical Archaeology than
those debated with such interest by all participants at
the Workshop. Judy Birmingham and Andrew Wilson
presented a structure for urban excavations. Helen
Temple summed up the papers and showed that the
discussion had in fact really only begun.

The Second Workshop will be held on the flfst day of
the ASHA Conference.



PUBLICATION NOTES

Tasmanian Reports:

Three reports have recently been published and are
available from Department of Parks, Wildlife and
Heritage, PO Box 44A, Hobart 7001.

Karen Townrow Survey and Excavation of Historic
Sites on Macquarie Island: Occasional Paper No. 20

Paul Clark and Michael Nash Sydney Cove Historic
Shipwreck (1797): Occasional Paper No. 19

Michael Nash A Maritime Archaeological Survey of
Eastern Bass Strait (Furneaux, Kent, Curtis and
Moncoeur Groups): Occasional Paper No. 21

Teaching Kit:

The historical detective investigates...the case of the
Wollongong Harbour coke works, published by the
Industrial Archaeology Committee, Illawarra
Shoalhaven Branch of thc National Trust, available
about mid-August, priced at $35 plus postage.

Members who attended the 1988 ASHA conference in
Canberra may recall that during the 'Work in Progress'
session Brian Rogers gave a brief account of a teaching
kit he was preparing which focused on a coke oven
excavated at Wollongong in 1984.

The purpose of this kit is to enable students to develop
skills of historical inquiry in the context of a real
historical problem. It starts with questions raised when
construction workers unearthed part of a brick structure
during construction work at Wollongong Harbour, and
makes available all the evidence which was gathered in
the attempt to assess the site. This material includes
secondary sources, some of them quite complex,
contemporary newspaper reports, maps, photographs
and the report on the excavation undertaken under the
direction of Ted Higginbotham. This is supplemented
by information about the coking process, and some
broad contextual information about Wollongong and its
coal mines. A teachers guide and a 'crib' in the form of
a history of the site, colour slides, aerial photographs
and samples of coke and coal are included to make
classroom implementation easier for teachers.

Despite the variety of materials included in the kit the
amount of evidence to be processed is quite
manageable, even for quite young 'detectives'. The
package was prepared with secondary students in mind
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and it has been used very successfully with students in
years 8-11. However the materials would offer
considerable challenge even in the context of tertiary
courses in history or archaeology, and could provide a
valuable workshop exercise in methodology.

RESEARCH NOTES

Whaling and Sealing WA

Martin Gibbs, a postgraduate student at the Dept of
Archaeology, UWA, is presently preparing for PhD
fieldwork in the southwest of WA. His topic, the history
and archaeology of 19th century whaling and sealing in
Western Australia, focuses on the local development, of
these industries (cI826-1880), and on the presence and
impact of American, French, and Eastern Australian
parties both before and during this period (from 1793).
A final avenue of inquiry are the early effects of these
industries upon coastal Aboriginal groups, and the later
involvement of Aboriginal men as working hands.

Martin would welcome any correspondence from
interested persons, particularly anyone undertaking
similar research. He is planning a season of fieldwork
between October 1989 and March 1990, and needs
volunteers to help with survey and excavation at several
European and associated Aboriginal sites on the south
and west coasts. If any members are interested, or feel
that their students may be interested in participating, he
can be contacted at Department of Archaeology,
University of Western Australia, Nedlands 6009. Phone
(09) 380 2868.

EDITORIAL

This Winter issue, like the last, is rich in notes on work
in progress from several States, including a number of
excavations.

One reaction to this activity is excitement at what is
already being found. Australia still knows incredibly
little about its own past, especially the tangible history
archaeology produces. Only now, when we can look
right into a household of Macquarie's day, and handle
thc English, Cantonese and locally made Sydney
tablewares their owners daily used, examine their shirts
or touch their playing cards do we even begin to see
how incomplete our images of the past have been until



recenlly. So far these benefits have been restricted to
archaeologists - removing this elitism would seem to be
something the profession should allend to as a high
priority.

More of the public have been able to visit an excavation
in progress as open days for the public become the
nonn. Visitors love to talk about a site as they have
known it over the years - their pleasure in looking at
what has been found of past structures is spontaneous
and unaffected. City planners should listen to these
comments. Places and buildings are part of the texture
of people's lives and they quite obviously care a lot.

Other issues will rekindle the debate which began at the
Urban Digs Workshop in Sydney in June. How to
decide priorities and strategies on a city dig when
resources will not cover all that should be dug? is it
better to dig part of the site only? concentrate on either
early or late remains? or try to sample the total site?
What of the use of mechanical diggers? What of
preliminary mini-digs to test the site for later more
extensive projects? And so on. At last, with major
excavations in four states, these issues are immediate
and now.

Certainly they will be aired at the ASHA Conference.
Those who cannot auend may wish to send comments
and viewpoints by mail. They will be read with interest.

ASHANEWS

1989 ASHA Journal

The Editors wish to remind all members that articles are
always needed for the Journal. The deadline for the
1989 issue is imminent

1989 ASHA Conference Programme

Friday 22 September

9.00am·12.30pm
Second Workshop: Historieal Archaeology Guidelines
Project Discussion (Draft Guidelines for Sites and
Draft Code ofPractice)
12.30 Lunch
l.30-5.00pm
Plenary session: Issues for Discussion
including Fremantle Prison Conservation Plan, an
archaeological research plan for whaling and sealing
sites in Bass Strait, a Code of Ethics for historical
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archaeologists, the proposal for a National Institute of
Historical Archaeology, and other issues to be tabled.
5.00-7.00pm
Macleay Museum Exhibition
7.00pm
Conference Dinner, Sydney University Staff Club

Saturday 23 September

9.00am
Papers on groups of artefacts from specific sites - to
date Lilyvale (Sydney), Litlle Lonsdale (Melbourne),
Cadman's Cottage (Sydney)
12.30 Lunch
Ll5pm
Papers on issues in artefact analysis and material
culture.
3.15 - 5.00pm
Excursion to artefact collections
6.00pm
Reception
Free evening or informal dinner

Sunday 24 September

9.00am -9,45am
ASHA Annual General Meeting
10.00am - 1.OOpm
Papers on artefact collections and issues in material
culture
1.00 Lunch
1.30 • 4.00pm
Work in Progress Reports: Key Sites
4.00pm
Tea and departure

Please urgently notify your intention to contribute
and/or attend.

Minutes of the ASHA Annual General Meeting,
Canberra,3 September 1988

Thiny five mcmbers were present in the Conference
Room, John XXlII College, ANU, with apologies from
Professor Connah, Dr Bairstow, Julie Byrnes, Richard
Morrison. The President reported on the year's events
(sce Newsletter 18.4 Summer 1988), followed by the
Treasurer's Report, details of which were circulated.
Votes of thanks were recorded to the outgoing
Secretary Dr Bairstow, and the Journal Editor Professor
Connah. The new office bearers are: President Judy
Binningham, Vice Presidents Professor Connah and
lima Powell, Hon. Secretary Julie Byrnes, Treasurer
Jean Smith, Commiuee Members Dr Brian Egloff,
Barbara Fitzroy, Tracy Ireland, Andrew Piper, Andrew
Wilson.



ASHA PUBLICATIONS

The Australian Journal ofHistorical Archaeology

Volume I (1983)
Volume 2 (1984)
Volume 3 (1985)
Volume 4 (1986)
Volume 5 (1987)
Volume 6 (1988)

Major Publications

Members
out a/print

$10.00
$10.00
$13.00
$14.00
$15.00

Non-members

$15.00
$15.00
$17.00
$18.00
$19.00

Birmingham, Bairstow& Wilson (eds)
Archaeology ofColonisation: Australia in the World Context
Papers from the Seventh Annual ASHA Conference 1987

Birmingham & Bairstow (eds)
Papers in Australian Historical Archaeology
Selected ASHA Newsletter Articles 1969-1982

Occasional Papers

$26.00

$20.00

$6.00 each
Judy Birmingham & Carol Liston Old Sydney Burial Ground
Maureen Byrne Ross Bridge, Tasmania
Eleanor Crosby SUTl'ey and Excavations at Fort Dundas, Melville Island, NT
MaJjorie Graham Printed Ceramics in Australia
R.V.J. Varman The Marseilles or French Pattern Tile ill Australia
Lithgow Regional Library (ed.) Lithgow Pottery: A Source Book Part II

Postage & packing in Australia
Postage & packing overseas

add $2.50 per item
add $5.00 per item

ASHA CONTACTS

State Representatives:

A.c.T.
Northern Territory
Queensland
South Australia
Tasmania
Victoria
Western Australia

Newsletter Editors:

Judy Birmingham, Andrew Wilson

Dr Mike Pearson c/o ARC Rhodes Place Yarralumla 2600
Kate Holmes 2/5 Beefwood Court Alice Springs 5750
Ian Sanker Queensland Museum PO Box 300 South Brisbane 4101
Peter Ben c/o DEP GPO Box 667 Adelaide 5001
Angela McGowan 7 Cosgrove Ave South Hobart 7000
Krista! Buckley VAS 29-31 Victoria Ave Albert Park 3206
Myra Stanbury WA Maritime Museum Cliff St Fremantle 6160

Other Contributors:

Peter Bell, Amar Galla, Angela McGowan, David Nutley, lain Stuart, Brian
Rogers, Myra Stanbury
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THE STATE OF THE ART

New South Wales:

Archaeology in the Rocks

In a press release following the Lilyvale excavation in
Sydney David Hay Minister of Planning staled thai he
had requesJed the Sydney Cove Authority to investigate
the feasibility of setting up a working archaeological
unit based at the new Heritage Centre in the Rocks.
Meanwhile the Sydney Cove Authority is
commissioning an archaeological management plan for
its area in conjunction with the Deparunent of Planning.
Archaeologists in NSW keenly await the results of this
work which, if an urban archaeology unit is created,
may have a considerable impact upon the future of
historical archaeology in this state.

Heritage Education Kit

A heritage education kit for schools will be launched by
the Deparunent of Planning in January. The kit covers
Aboriginal and European archaeology in Australia in an
attempt 10 educate children about the value of
archaeology and what archaeologists do.

Artefact Analysis

A major project has been commissioned by the
Deparunent of Planning for further analysis of the
collections of the First Government House, the Mint
and Hyde Park Barracks sites.

The project, 10 be carried out by Wendy Thorp, is
aimed at entering these collections into a uniform
database, carrying out essential conservation work and
developing areas for further analysis and research.

Box 220 Holme Building

University of Sydney 2006

Phone (02) 6922763 Fax (02) 6924203

These major coIlections from excavations of the earlier
1980s will thus become accessible for further study
including comparison with more recent coIlections.

Further Excavation at First Government House,
Sydney

The development of a commemorative centre and
commercial tower on the FGH site will necessitate
further archaeological excavation in the Young St. 
Raphael Place area. This will provide information about
the location and condition of any remains in the area
adjacent to the west boundary waIl of the early
compound. The excavation will be carried out by Anne
Bickford.

Media Rubbish

Sydney archaeologists were surprised recently at a
flurry of media attention surrounding the discovery of a
mid to late nineteenth century rubbish dump - not an
unusual occurrence in NSW. The dump was found by
residents under an early twentieth century factory
building in Leichhardt. Residents unearthed large
numbers of complete artefacts before contacting the
Heritage Council, newspapers, television and radio
stations. The site was planned for redevelopment and
the Heritage Council requested that research into its
cultural significance be carried out to determine how
the site should be treated.

Interviews and newspaper stories were run state-wide
for a period of two weeks, confirming the media
potential of archaeological events - including those of
popular interest as weIl as those of higher level
historical significance.



Pyrmont Ultimo Heritage Inventory

The Sydney City Council has commissioned a heritage
inventory of Pyrmont and Ultimo. Archaeological
assessment of the peninsular has resulted in the
mapping of all areas where archaeological remains may
have survived as well as the listing on the inventory of
more than 50 identified sites.

The inventory was undertaken by Anglin and
Associates, with the archaeological component by
Andrew Wilson.

Blue Post Hotel, Hurstville

The Blue Post Hotel was one of the earliest buildings in
Hurstville, a suburb south of Sydney on Forest Road
between the Cooks and Georges Rivers. The fIrst slab
hotel was built in 1855, and after many changes was
rebuilt in brick in 1882 and extended again in 1907.

The cellar was exposed during recent development
work on the site and archaeological excavation revealed
that the 1880s cellar was lined with a single thickness
dry-pressed brick wall in 1907, to create a waterproof
cavity wall, and analysis of the demolition rubble
showed that the 1907 work was an extension, not a
rebuild. The investigation was carried out by Andrew
Wilson.

South Australia:

Burra Smelts Archaeological Survey

A project is under way to investigate the surviving
fabric of the copper smelters at Burra. Established by
the Patent Copper Company in 1849 the smelts
remained in use till the 1870s and were demolished in
the early twentieth century. They were of very early
date in the international context, and their remains are
expected to be of great interest in the history of
metallurgical technology.

David Bannear has been commissioned by the District
Council of Burra Burra to report on the smelts, and to
provide advice on their conservation and interpretation.
The project is funded by the National Estate Grants
program, and work began in September 1989.

Fort Larga Conservation Study

SACON has commissioned a conservation study of Fon
Larga at Taperoo, built in 1884 as one of a chain of
coastal fortifications to defend Fon Adelaide against
naval attack. Since the 1960s, the Fon has housed the
administrative section of the South Australian Police
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Academy. The study is being carried out by Lothar
Brasse.

Queen's Theatre Phase 2

Site work on Justin McCarthy's Queens Theatre
excavation is completed, and anefact analysis and
repon writing were finished in December 1989. The site
proved unexpectedly rich in evidence of theatre, tavern
and retail trading activities in the period 1840 - 1877.

The Henry Waymouth Centre project which was to
have occupied much of the site has now been shelved
and the archaeological excavation remains open, as the
brief did not require backfilling because construction
was to have begun immediately. The future of the site is
at present unknown.

Maritime Archaeology

The repon on shipwrecks of the Southeast Coast of
South Australia by Paul Clark has been released in draft
foom for comment. It is hoped that a consultant will be
engaged by early 1990 to undertake the next phase of
the survey, covering Kangaroo Island and the central
coast.

The Maritime Archaeology section of the State Heritage
Branch has been handed an unusual conservation
problem involving concretion of non-marine origin. A
bronze bust of Sir Roben Torrens, land title reformer,
by Adelaide sculptor John Dowie was stolen in 1988,
and was recently recovered by police, encased in
concrete, apparently to disguise it. It is now undergoing
treatment by Bob Powell at the Branch's Netley
laboratory to remove the concrete, which has adhered
tenaciously to the bronze.

Dena Garrett from Penh was employed in the State
Heritage Branch from August - October to do
documentary research for the Historic Shipwrecks
Register.

Victoria:

Financial Assistance for Students

From 1990 the Victoria Archaeological Survey 01AS)
will be able to provide some fmancial assistance to
students carrying out research into the archaeology of
Victoria. This research must lead to an honours or
masters degree and may cover any aspect of Aboriginal,
historical or maritime archaeology. Preference will be
given to projects which reflect current VAS research
directions.



The fmancial assistance will take the form of an initial
grant of $250 and another on completion of the project.
The fIrst payment will be made on receipt of an
acceptable research outline accompanied by verifIcation
of the applicant's research topic and enrolment in an
appropriate course. The fmal payment will be made on
receipt of a copy of the resultant thesis and all relevant
documentation (site cards, photographs etc.).

The grants will be offered annually and will be
available to up to four students each year.

Applications should be sent to the Manager
(Administration), Victoria Archaeological Survey, P.O.
Box 262, Albert Park 3206. Applications for grants
close 1 February 1990. Enquiries David Clark (03
6905322)

New Appointments at VAS

Kristal Buckley has been Acting Manager Archaeology,
VAS, since mid 1988. Kristal was appointed Manager
in February 1989.

lain Stuart has been appointed to the position of Officer
in Charge of the Historical Archaeology Unit at VAS.
He joined the VAS Historical Archaeology Unit when it
was formed in 1987 and has been acting Officer in
Charge since mid 1988.

Megan Goulding has been acting in lain's former
position which should be advertised early in 1990.

Heritage Week 22-28 April 1990

This year's Heritage Week has the theme Industrial
Heritage: Making the Past Work. Planned activities
include a conference, an evening of films on Work and
Industry, tours of industrial sites, daily films and talks.
(see Diary Notes for details)

DIARY NOTES

Heritage Week, Victoria 1990:

The Past at Work 21-22 April 1990

This conference on Victoria's industrial heritage will
have four themes - Invention and Adaptation: The
Workers and the Work: Education and Site
Interpretation: Conservation Theory and Practice. Or,
rephrased, How did we do it, Who did it where, How
we know and How to keep it.
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Venue is the Playbox Theatre at the CUB Malthouse, a
spectacular recycled industrial building. Topics are
designed to appeal to teachers (especially of Australian
Studies), students, academics, and all interested in
Victoria's industrial past. An excellent lunch will be
available each day, and a cocktail party at which a
musical history of the world of work will be presented
by Danny Spooner.

The conference is jointly organised by the National
Trust (Vic) and the Historic Building Council.
Information from Jan Penney, History Institute,
Victoria Inc. 258 Faraday Street. Carlton 3053
(03 344 6209, 03 873 2468 AH)

Watching The Past at Work: Film Evening 25 April

A lively evening of fIlms on the past of work and
industry will be presented at the Grierson Theatre, St
Andrews Place. Information from lain Stuart, VAS (03
6905322)

CONFERENCE NOTES

'Artefacts and Material Culture': 1989
ASHA Conference

The Ninth Annual ASHA Conference held at Sydney
University on 22-24 September last was notable not
only for some excellent and diverse papers on the
interpretation of historical artefacts which emphasised
the progress made in conceptual as well as catalogue
aspects of artefact studies.

It was attended by a particularly representative cross
section of the profession, and all those present
contributed to realistic debate of important issues raised
both in the Workshop session and elsewhere.

At the Second Workshop of the Historical Archaeology
Guidelines project scheduled for the fIrst session of the
conference members worked in groups looking in detail
at each of the draft documents supplied. Comments
were fed into the Project Final Reports which were
submitted on December 11.

In the afternoon session issues relating to professional
practice were discussed which have become more
urgent with the increased rate of building development
and recent massive urban archaeological contracts.
Questions of professional standards, ethics, the roles of
other disciplines and repositories for excavation records
and recovered artefacts were raised in the context of a



proposed professional association, discussed elsewhere
in this Newsletter.

Another issue provoking contrasting viewpoints was
that of cuIling artefacts on site - clearly destined to be a
major discussion point in the 90s.

Saturday morrting saw the four opening papers on the
conference theme. They comprised both theoretical
base and case studies and all embodied the contextual
view of artefact analysis, with its immense benefits at
the archaeologist's moment of truth - the interpretation
and presentation of their finds. The fifth paper firmly
and graphically drove the lesson home.

Saturday afternoon began with work-in-progress reports
by the Lilyvale tearn, followed by a visit to the Rocks to
see selected finds and inspect Cadmans Cottage.

The six papers presented on Sunday morning were all
based on artefact studies at a more advanced stage, and
indicated the rich potential of this work when the ever
increasing wealth of international sources is utilised.

In the last session four particularly representative
consultant studies were presented - thrcc excavations,
one of them the archetypal Australian rural site, one of
urban Sydney, and one of convict Newcastle - and the
latest stage in improving procedures for identifying
areas of archaeological sensitivity in relation to lhe
planning process.

The full list of papers and speakers was:

Friday 22 September

9.00 Issues in CRM around Australia
Tracy Ireland: New Soulh Wales
lain Stuart: Victoria
Kate Holmes: Norlhern Territory

10.30 Second Workshop: Historical Archaeology
Guidelines Project
Presentation and Workshop of three draft documents:
Draft Guidelines for Sites
Draft Code of Practice
Draft Report

1.30 Plenary session: Issues for Discussion
Fremantle Prison Conservation Plan,
Archaeological research plan for whaling and sealing
sites in Bass Strait
Code of Ethics for historical archaeologists
Professional Institute of Historical Archaeologists
Professional Historians: a Comment
Rationalisation of Artefact Collections
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Saturday 23 September

9.00 Material Culture and Artefact Studies
Linda Young Material Culture Theories and Research
Andrew Wilson Alchemy. Analysis and Artefacts:
Approaches to Artefact Analysis
Kylie Winkworlh The Convicted Shirt: Explorations of
methodology and meaning in relation to an artefact.
Denis Gojak Beyond Typology: Metaphysical Thoughts
on Clay Pipes from Cadman's Cottage
Meredith Walker Commentsfrom the Sideline

1.15 Artefacts from the Lilyvale Hotel site, The
Rocks (Sydney)
Wendy Thorp, Project Director, gave an overview and
introduced contributions by members of the excavation
team on selected categories of finds on which they were
currently working.

3.15 Excursion to Lilyvale Workroom and Artefact
Store, The Rocks (Counesy Sydney Cove Authority
and the Lilyvale Team) and Cadman's Cottage:
Drinks and Inspection (Counesy National Parks and
Wildlife Service and Joan Kent)

Sunday 24 September

9.00 ASHA Annual General Meeting
Discussion and resolutions

10.00 Papers on artefact collections and issues in
material cullure
Rebecca Bower Hellfor Leather: Shoe Problems in the
Harrington Street Well
Anne-Marie Corcoran Chinafrom China
lain Stuart Mixed Thouglus on Mixed Pipes
Manufacturers' Price Lists as an Aid to Pipe Types?
Jean Smith Issues in Glass Artefact Description
Linda Young Time and Performance - the Domestic
Assemblages of Samson's House, Fremantle and
Martindale Hall. Mintaro
Dana Mider Beyond the Fringe - Nineteenth CenJury
Edgedwares.

1.30 Work in Progress Reports: Key Sites
Brian Egloff The Ghosts of the Shearers - Barcaldine
1891 and 1991
Rosemary Annable The Australian Gaslight Co. Site,
Sydney
Damaris Bairstow The Convict Lumberyard, Newcastle
Richard Mackay Zoning Plans Revisited: the Rouse Hill
Development



PUBLICATION NOTES

First Government House Monographs

The NSW Department of Planning has just produced as
series of nine monographs on artefacts from the First
Government House site, Sydney. Published initially in
limited numbers, copies have been distributed to the
major libraries. The studies include work on the
ceramics, the glass, the clay pipes and the conservation
of the artefacts.

Guests of the Governor

Isabel McBryde Guests of the Governor: Aboriginal
Residents of First Government House Friends of First
Government House Site Sydney.

The long awaited publication of Isabel McBryde's
memorable third Foundation Day lecture documents the
pivotal role of the House (and its occupants) in the
relationship between aboriginal society and the English
settlement

Urban Digs: Policy and Planning

NSW Department of Planning Urban Digs: Policy and
Planning Papers from a seminar on urban archaeology
held in Sydney on 16 June, 1989.

The papers presented at the first workshop of the
Historical Archaeology Guidelines project have been
published by the NSW Department of Planning. Papers
cover a range of issues including the developer-client's
viewpoint, problems of 'watching briefs', use of
archaeological zoning plans, and heritage studies and
archaeology.

Old Ieeworks, Hobart

Angela McGowan 'Archaeology of the Old Iceworks,
35 Hunter Street, Hobart' in Papers and Proceedings of
the Royal Society ofTasmania 123:27-36 1989

Probably established in 1903 the Henry Jones Iceworks
and cold storage facility had refrigerant piping
surviving in six of its seven rooms in 1986. Useful
background on cold storage as well as an archaeological
study of a key site in Tasmania's industrial history.

Clay Pipe Studies

Susanne Atkin (ed) Bibliography of Clay Pipe Studies.
The first of its kind for the British Isles. Over 500
entries. 60 pages double column A4. £3.00 plus 78p
packing and postage from S Atkin, 57 Oak Way,
Huntley, Gloucester GLl9 3SD
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AHC Annual Report 1988-89

Australian Heritage Commission Annual Report 1988
89 Australian Government Publishing Service.

Essential resource as background information on all
areas of the Commission's work in funding heritage
projects and maintaining the National Estate

Museum Training Symposium

Museum Studies Unit, Sydney University Museum
Training Symposium Papers from a symposium on
museum training held in Sydney on 16-17 February,
1989.

Papers assessing museum training currently available
and suggesting avenues for the development of museum
training in the future. Issues in academic, in-service and
mid-career training are all discussed, as well as
questions of priority, funding and the relationship
between the museums and the community.

The Redevelopment Dehate

Australia-ICOMOS and Continuing Education in
ArChitecture, University of Sydney Old and New in
Australian Cities Papers from a seminar on heritage
conservation and redevelopment in city centres held in
Sydney on 28-29 April, 1989.

Papers cover a wide variety of points of view with
European examples as well as discussions on
conservation and planning issues in Melbourne,
Brisbane Adelaide and Sydney.

RESEARCH NOTES

Composition of Chinese Inks

Gordon Grimwade's research bulletin accompanying
this Newsletter reports on a project at James Cook
University to investigate the chemical composition of
red inks in Chinese artefacts. Two artefacts were
examined - the temple seal or 'chop' from the Temple
of Hou Wong, Atherton and an ink pad from the Lit
Sung Goong, Cairns - to test the general view that inks
of this type are derived from cinnabar (HgS).

Analysis by X-ray diffraction techniques confirmed a
single crystalline phase - that of cinnabar - in the
former, and a more complex pattern suggesting both
cinnabar and probably mercury stearate (soap) in the
second.



NSW Archives Office Search Room Hours

From Archivista 10, November 1989, the informative
news sheet of the NSW State Archives, Kingswood,
comes information about new Search Room hours in
1990. They are:

Kingswood: Tuesday-Friday 9.00am
Saturday IO.OOam - 4.00pm

5.00pm:

The question of how vigourously such an organisation
should act on standard rates of pay was discussed, with
cautionary comment from administrators to bear in
mind the not uncommon political problems apt to
override legislation. All agreed that some minimum
working conditions would be helpful. The view was
expressed that historical archaeologists in general
required a more professional image, and that this
organisation would assist this both by education within
its members and to external bodies.

City: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9.00am
5.00pm: Wednesday 9.00am - 6.00pm, Saturday 10.00 
4.00pm

PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATION

Interest in the issues raised in the ASHA Conference
Workshop was high. It was fell that all of them were
appropriately the concern of a professional association
and it was resolved that the concept of a professional
association should be funher discussed at a special
meeting on 16 October specifically on this matter.

This meeting, held in the Centre for Historical
Archaeology, was attended by some twenty
archaeologists and associated practitioners, and was
followed by another on 4 December.

At these meetings practitioners gave their views on
what such an organisation should concern itself with.
The flJ'st issue was the maintenance of appropriate
professional ethics and how this could be achieved.
Codes from existing organisations were considered,
such as the AACA code, and especially that of AlMA,
itself based on a Canadian model. The observed need
for such a code in the areas both of quotation for
contracts and of work in the field and laboratory was
the primary trigger for consideration of an independent
professional organisation in the flJ'st place, in that
ASHA has been, and is, generally felt to have a
different role from that of a professional association,
valuable in its own right, and is anyway not structured
to enforce a code of ethics by meaningful penalties.

Those present were concerned that the organisation
should consider what qualifications and standards the
profession should require of itself, and there was 
especially at the 22 September session - discussion of
career structures for both academically-qualified and
field-experienced personnel.
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The other major question concerned its slructure 
especially in relation to existing archaeological
associations in related fields such as those of consulting
archaeologists (at present predominantly prehistory 
oriented) and maritime archaeologists.

It was felt flJ'st that the general field was a small one,
and that there was probably not room for individual
organisations representing each sub-section of the
overall archaeological discipline, unless perhaps at a
later stage a national umbrella were to be superimposed.
Existing organisations such as AACA (Australian
Association of Consulting Archaeologists), ASHA,
AAA (Association for Australian Archaeology) and
AlMA (Australian Institute of Maritime Archaeology)
already have specific aims and membership.

An ideal solution could be a single institution for
professional archaeologists with separate sections for
terrestrial, maritime and prehistoric disciplines

Options put forward were:

1. to expand and reinforce AACA to take over the
umbrella role. Two AACA commiuee members put this
view forward strongly. Objections raised at the meeting
were that AACA had always had a very strongly
prehistorian image, and was also associated with
problems associated with the aboriginal community and
land rights issues. Historical archaeology has a different
set of problems and many felt the lauer discipline
would gain little by joining AACA.

2. for historical terrestrial archaeologists to join with
maritimers

This had advantages in that it would promote closer
association between two very related subject areas, and
in that the members of AlMA present reported there
was already interest in AlMA members in the idea of a
professional organisation and closer association with
terrestrial colleagues.

A variety of viewpoints emerged among those present,
including the need to look more closely at overseas
models. It was resolved to circulate the ASHA
membership as a whole for a more representative



expression of opinions and ideas. The questionnaire
enclosed in this issue was the result,. and members are
urged to give it their considered attention, and to pass
copies on to anyone that may be interested.

ASHANEWS

President's Report for the 1989 Annual Conference.

As always it is good to pause in the ever-accelerating
rate of what is going on generally in active archaeology,
conservation, publication and administration to look
back over what the year has achieved for ASHA, now
19 years old.

Secretarial and organisational

The reorganisation of the previously excessive work
load of the Secretary was implemented in 1989, so that
various roles were delegated, and this has worked well.
This year the Secretary (Julie Byrnes) was relieved of
the task of producing the Newsletter, which made a
considerable difference. The detailed monitoring of
membership and mailing addresses also will now more
logically be in the Treasurer's portfolio (this year Jean
Smith). This will free the Secretary for the key role of
looking after the monthly committee meetings and the
follow-up work generated from them, as well as
handling the general correspondence which is in itself
no small task. The computerisation of the members' list
and mailing addresses which was instituted a year
earlier is working efficiently, and is now based in the
Centre for Historical Archaeology in the University for
easier access.

PUblications

The increasing number of orders for publications have
been passed on to a newly-created publications officer
(lIma Powell) to handle.

Museum, and about 90 guests were present at the twin
events.

Newsletter

The delegation of the task of editing the Newsletter has
allowed more time to go into this important job, and I
hope that members feel this has paid off. Three issues
have now appeared in the new format, with more
detailed presentation of interstate fieldwork,
publications and other activities. Interstate and regional
representatives have been responsible for sending ill

prompt, pertinent and interesting copy and must take
much of the credit for the Newsletter's upgrading.

The procedure is that about a month before the
Newsletter goes to press the editorial assistant (Barbara
Fitzroy) sends out a letter of request to the
representatives who fax or send copy back when they
have material. This is then assembled and set up by the
editors, together with additional material.

Emphasis is naturally on the eastern states - NSW,
Victoria, SA, WA, and Tasmania - where more
archaeology is happening. Contributors here are lain
Stuart and Krista! Buckley in Victoria, Peter Bell in SA,
Myra Stanbury in WA, and Angie McGowan in
Tasmania. In addition we have had a very good
response from contributors in NSW - Tracy Ireland in
the Department of Planning, and David Nutley also in
the DOP with an excellent supply of maritime
archaeology news. Wendy Thorp, Brian Rogers and
others are also always ready to contribute. At the same
time we value very much any items from
correspondents further afield, such as Kate Holmes in
Alice Springs, and Gordon Grimwade in Cairns.

I stress this because we are anxious that the Newsletter
maintains this balanced coverage. Anyone else who is
regionally based or has other relevant interests who
would like to go on the list for a reminder letter should
contact the Editors.

Committee

1990 ASHA Conference

Site visits and a Skiing Holiday will be arranged in the
week before and/or after the Conference.

It remains only to thank the retiring commiuee and the
increasingly wide range of members who in many
different ways contribute to ASHA's success in the role
it has set itself - not least to all of those who have come
to the conference as contributors and participators.

All contributions are now in for the publication of last
years conference papers on relics of capitalism, and
fmal editing is in progress.

I would also recall the very pleasant ASHA evening on
2 August this year when the last ASHA publication
Archaeology and Colonisation: Australia in the World
Context was officially launched by Helen Temple
Manager of the Heritage and Conservation Branch of
the DOP. This was held in conjunction with the opening
of the exhibition Digging for Meaning in the Macleay
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Auckland New Zealand 28 - 30 September 1990



ASHA PUBLICATIONS

The Australian Journal ofHistorical Archaeology

Volume I (1983)
Volume 2 (1984)
Volume 3 (1985)
Volume 4 (1986)
Volume 5 (1987)
Volume 6 (1988)

Major Publications

Members
out o/print

$10.00
$10.00
$13.00
$14.00
$15.00

Non-members

$15.00
$15.00
$17.00
$18.00
$19.00

Birmingham, Bairstow & Wilson (eds)
Archaeology o/Colonisation: Australia in the World Context
Papers from the Seventh Annual ASHA Conference 1987

Birmingham & Bairstow (eds)
Papers in Australian Historical Archaeology
Selected ASHA Newsletter Articles 1969-1982

Occasional Papers

Judy Birmingham & Carol Liston Old Sydney Burial Ground
Maureen Byrne Ross Bridge, Tasmania
Eleanor Crosby Survey and Excavations at Fort Dundas, Melviae Islllnd, NT
MaIjorie Graham Printed Ceramics in Australia
R.V.J. Varman The Marseilles or French Pattern Tile in Australia
Lithgow Regional Library (ed.) Lithgow Pottery: A Source Book Part II

$26.00

$20.00

$6.00 each

Postage & packing in Australia
Postage & packing overseas

add $2.50 per item
add $5.00 per item

ASHA CONTACTS

State Representatives:

A.C.T.
Northern Territory
Queensland
South Australia
Tasmania
Victoria
Western Australia

Newsletter Editors:

Judy Birmingham, Andrew Wilson

Dr Mike Pearson c/o ARC Rhodes Place Yarralumla 2600
Kate Holmes 2/5 Beefwood Court Alice Springs 5750
Ian Sanker Queensland Museum PO Box 300 South Brisbane 4101
Peter Bell c/o DEP GPO Box 667 Adelaide 5001
Angela McGowan 7 Cosgrove Ave South Hobart 7000
Krista! Buckley VAS 29-31 Victoria Ave Albert Park 3206
Myra Stanbury WA Maritime Museum Cliff St Fremantle 6160

Other Contributors:

Peter Bell, Tracy Ireland, lain Stuan


