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STATE OF THE ART 

ACT NEWS 
Compiled by Richard Morrison 

HERITAGE DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND WATER 
RESOURCES (DEW) 

National Heritage Managers Forum - The inaugural National Heritage Place Managers’ Forum 
was held at the Melbourne Cricket Ground on 4-5 October 2007.  The Forum was attended by 
about 80 people, representing 63 places on the National Heritage List, as well as government 
representatives.  

The Forum, organised by the Heritage Division (HD), was aimed to open dialogue and develop a 
shared understanding of the diverse interests, needs and responsibilities of the people involved in 
protecting Australia’s National Heritage.  It was a unique opportunity for the custodians of 
Australia’s most significant cultural and natural heritage sites to share their ideas and 
experiences, discuss the vision for national heritage, and to explore the challenges and 
opportunities ahead. 

HD has developed a strategy to implement the recommendations and actions arising from the 
Forum.  This includes the establishment of the Place Manager Liaison Unit as a single point of 
contact in HD, and an online community to allow place managers to network with each other and 
the Division. 

Economics and Heritage Workshop - The Productivity Commission (PC) released its report into 
the Conservation of Australia’s Historic Heritage Places in April 2006.  The PC looked briefly at 
the consideration of cost and benefit in historic heritage listing.  In its response to the PC report, 
the Australian Government acknowledged the importance of ensuring that heritage contributes a 
net benefit to society.  While there has been a substantial amount of academic work on the value 
of heritage and the benefits of different valuation models, the question of how the costs and 
benefits of heritage can be quantified and integrated into government decision making remains a 
challenge.  

On 11-12 October 2007, the HD of DEW hosted a workshop, The Economics of Heritage: 
integrating costs and benefits of heritage into government decision making, at the Australian 
National University, Canberra.  The Workshop was attended by a range of economists and 
heritage academics from around Australia, in addition to officials from various Australian 
Government and State/Territory departments and agencies.  The workshop was also attended by 
a representative from the New Zealand’s Historic Places Trust and Mr Donovan Rypkema 
(Heritage Strategies International) from Washington DC. 

Key areas of discussion over the day and half workshop included: valuation of heritage and how 
to use economics of heritage in arguing for more resources; the costs and benefits of heritage 
listing individual places; and using market mechanisms to achieve increased investment in 
heritage.  The workshop papers and discussion helped to identify areas of activity needed to 
improve the integration of economics into heritage decision making.  Proceedings from the 
workshop are to be published in 2008. 
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Areas of future, related, activity are likely to include: collaborative work with Commonwealth and 
State/Territory agencies on; collecting data on the overall costs and benefits of heritage; 
developing case studies that outline the costs and benefits of heritage listing for a number of 
typical examples of individual property types; and, identifying research opportunities in 
association with universities, such as exploring the area of market mechanisms to achieve 
positive heritage outcomes. 

World Heritage Committee Membership – At the 16th Session of States Parties to the World 
Heritage Convention, held in Paris on 24-25 October 2007, Australia was elected to four year 
membership of the 21-member WH Committee.  The voting process used is complex but, in a 
sign of the support Australia had, Australia was elected speedily, in the first round of voting, with 
the second highest vote (China had the highest). 

For over 20 years Australia has promoted diversity in WH listings, supporting Asia-Pacific 
managers and championing best practice property management at home.  With a keen interest in 
building a sustainable future for all sites, this broader role in world heritage matters will enhance 
Australia’s ability to be a leading world heritage property manager and an active partner in the 
Asia-Pacific region.  And as the Asia-Pacific Focal Point for world heritage matters, Australia will 
continue to provide technical support and practical advice to more than 20 countries in our region. 

Australia’s Committee team will be lead by Dr Greg Terrill, of the HD, with Dr Anita Smith, 
Heritage Victoria and Deakin University, and Mr Jon Day of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Authority. 

New Minister - The recent Federal election has delivered a new government, which has 
announced a new Minister for Heritage, Peter Garrett, within a changed department to now 
include ‘the Arts’ - although, at the time of writing there has been no formal announcement on the 
new departmental name, seemingly, to have ‘Heritage’ reinstated in it. 

HD accommodation change - Prior to the election, it was decided, because of an expanded 
Department, that the HD would move from the Parliamentary Triangle to a new building at 5 
Farrell Place, Civic.  The move will be over the weekend of 8-9 December 2007.  HD will be 
spread over several floors and will be joined in the building by Parks Australia and the Marine and 
Biodiversity Division.  The current email addresses, phone numbers and postal address will be 
maintained. 

HD will occupy the Farrell Place building until 2011, when the entire Department is expected to 
move into a purpose-built structure at 1 State Circle in Barton, adjacent to the Departments of 
Prime Minister and Cabinet, and Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

ACT HERITAGE UNIT 

ACT Heritage Grants Program - The 2007-2008 successful projects, totalling $269,000, were 
announced on 13 September 2007 by Mary Porter MLA on behalf of the Minister for Heritage.  
The Program aims to assist the community in conserving and promoting the Australian Capital 
Territory’s heritage.  Individuals, community groups, and any incorporated non-profit or private 
organisation may apply for an ACT Heritage Grant.  A proportion of funding is allocated to 
community partnership projects that involve providing community services e.g. the free Heritage 
Advisory Services and the annual Heritage Festival. 

A selection of the successful projects that may be of interest to readers are listed below: 

1. Community Group/Individual Projects 
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Register of the National Estate - ACT places on designated land - National Trust of Australia 
(ACT) $8,200.00.  As a result of the 2007 amendments to the Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act, the Register of the National Estate (RNE) will cease to have a 
statutory role in five years.  The demise of the RNE puts several heritage listed places located on 
Commonwealth designated land in the ACT at risk without appropriate legislative protection.  The 
National Trust is concerned for the long-term preservation of these places and this project will 
seek to address the issues involved. 

Assessment of Slab Huts 1 & 2 of Gladesfield Homestead Complex - TC & SM Brogan 
$3,000.00.  This project will engage the services of the Heritage Advisory Service to carry out 
assessment work in order to produce a nomination for the Slab Huts 1 & 2 on Block 51, Majura 
Valley, to the ACT Heritage Register.  If the listing is successful, future restoration work will be 
carried out to ensure the Slab Huts will be conserved.  

John and Maria Crinigan's Hut artefact collection study - Canberra Archaeological Society Inc. 
$4,400.00.  Crinigan’s Hut is listed on the ACT Heritage Register as an important reminder of 
early settlement representative of the history of Ginninderra.  Artefacts were collected from the 
site when conservation work of the site was undertaken.  This study will provide an electronic 
inventory and record and assess the significance as a collection. 

Gateway to 2013 - Community Access to Canberra History and Heritage - Canberra & District 
Historical Society Inc. $10,108.00.  The project will establish an effective framework to enable the 
Canberra community to access information about its history and heritage in the lead-up to the 
2013 Centenary of the Naming of Canberra. 

2. Community Partnership Projects  

2007 Heritage Advisory Service $25,000.00.  Funding for a free advisory service for owners of 
heritage places intending to alter or update their properties.  The Service responds to public 
requests and ensures that heritage values are considered early and sympathetically in a 
development proposal. 

Archaeological GIS Analysis Project $5,000.00.  This funding will provide for a retrospective GIS 
analysis of archaeological sites recorded in the Gungahlin residential areas.  On completion, the 
retrospective GIS analysis can be used to direct archaeological investigations and mitigation 
programs in other current and future developments in the ACT. 

Raw Material Sourcing Study in the ACT $2,000.00.  Funding will be used to identify the stone 
materials used for artefact production in the ACT and to map these sources in relation to known 
archaeological sites.  Part of this project would be the development of a reference collection to be 
used by Heritage Unit staff, consultant archaeologists and researchers to accurately identify and 
in some cases identify the actual material source used for artefact manufacture.  

Aboriginal Archaeological Collections Audit $2,030.00.  Funding will be used to organise, 
document and properly house the Aboriginal archaeological material collected from Aboriginal 
heritage sites and implement the collection management requirements for this material. 

3. Heritage Emergency Fund $8,442.00. 

This Fund is to enable response to urgent requests that may arise between formal funding 
rounds.  In particular it will fund: projects to protect and conserve heritage places and objects 
under threat of imminent destruction; projects in response to unforeseen events such as bushfire 
and flooding; and, projects in response to age and infirmity such as oral histories of prominent 
Canberra residents.  
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GODDEN MACKAY LOGAN, HERITAGE CONSULTANTS (ACT) 

GML has been commissioned recently to undertake a thematic history and heritage assessment 
for the Bureau of Meteorology; has recently begun the preparation of a Kiandra Court House 
Conservation Strategy for NSW DECC; and, has many other projects underway for the 
Department of Defence. 

NSW NEWS 
Compiled by Tim Owen 

NEWS FROM ARCHAEO AND AINSWORTH HERITAGE 

On 1st July 2007, Ainsworth Heritage merged with well-established Brisbane based company 
ARCHAEO Cultural Heritage Services to form a new company, Converge Heritage + Community.  
This has kept us all busy setting up the new company, which will be officially launched in the New 
Year.   

This exciting merge has resulted in Converge, offering built heritage, historic archaeology and 
cultural heritage management all in one.  ARCHAEO will continue as a cultural heritage 
consultancy specifically offering services and technical advice to Indigenous and community 
groups.  The main office will remain situated in Brisbane, with Directors Ann Wallin (Indigenous 
Consultation, management of cultural heritage projects), Graham Knuckey (Indigenous 
Archaeology) and Ben Gall (Historic Heritage Manager).  Director Jane Ainsworth (Historical 
Archaeology and Built Heritage) will remain based in her northern NSW office and Director Simon 
Gall (Indigenous and Historical Archaeology) will continue in the Hervey Bay office.  In the 
meantime, we have also welcomed new staff members Stefani Blackmore (Indigenous and 
Historical Archaeology), Anna Nelson (Built Heritage and Historical Archaeology), David Williams 
(Indigenous and Historical Archaeologist) and Vicki Macpherson (Administration).  These staff 
joined Bridgette Walker (Trainee Archaeologist), Matt Alexander (Administration/Research) and 
Kim Janetzki (Finance).   

More importantly, we welcomed many new arrivals this year: Ann Wallin became Granny to 
beautiful Nazneen, Ben Gall welcomed Lillian, a little sister for Michael, Jane Ainsworth gave birth 
to Lucy, a little sister for Emma, and the Knuckey clan continued to expand, with the birth of Eli, a 
little brother for Grace, Juliette and Flynn.   

Ainsworth Heritage, particularly Jane Ainsworth, Matt Alexander and contractor Dan Tuck, were 
thrilled to receive the inaugural ASHA Judy Birmingham Award for Best Historical Archaeology 
Heritage Report for our Evans Head Memorial Aerodrome Archaeological Management Plan.  It 
was an honour to receive this new award and we thank ASHA for encouraging this industry 
recognition. 

Jane Ainsworth 

WIDE BAY VILLAGE EXCAVATIONS – APRIL 2007 

In April 2007 a team of archaeologists from ARCHAEO Cultural Heritage Services conducted a 
10 day program of excavation on a section of the historic Wide Bay Village (Old Maryborough) 
site, situated on the northern bank of the Mary River on the outskirts of Maryborough, Southeast 
Queensland.  Excavation was conducted in response to a brief issued by Maryborough City 
Council and under a valid archaeological survey permit issued in March 2007 by the EPA. 
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Briefly, Wide Bay Village was established in 1847 when E.T. Aldridge and brothers Henry and 
Richard Palmer selected land and established stores and hotels (both within and immediately 
adjacent to the study area) and a wharf on the opposite, northern bank of the Mary River.  A 
subsequent survey of the township in 1850 by Surveyor H. Labatt recommended that settlement 
be moved downriver to the modern Maryborough site and by 1856 the majority of residents had 
abandoned the original village site.  In the 1980’s the location of structures and enclosures noted 
by Labatt in his 1850 survey were resurveyed onto the site and their corners marked by wooden 
posts, most of which remain in situ today. 

The uniqueness of the Old Maryborough/Wide Bay Village site lies in the fact that it has remained 
relatively free of development since its abandonment and, despite the lack of any remaining 
standing structures, has long been considered to have the potential to contain important 
archaeological deposits.   Accordingly, the primary objective of the excavation was to gather 
sufficient information regarding the nature, extent and scientific potential of any surviving 
archaeological features or artefactual material remaining in either surface or sub-surface deposits 
within the study area.   

Figure 1: Aerial photograph of the larger study area with overlay demonstrating the study area 
(pink) and the extent of excavated areas (orange).  Structures A - J and L - P are after Labatt’s 
1850 survey and Structures K and Q – S are more recent structures / foundations associated with 
the later farm.  The numbers 1-4 indicate the location of archaeological features 1 -4 with 1, 2 and 
4 being contemporary with the original settlement. 

 

The study area itself (see Figure 1) measured approximately 220 x 50 metres (11 000m2) with 
approximately 15% or 1650 m2 in total being investigated utilising a combination of manual and 
mechanised excavation techniques. Only 3 archaeological features dating to the original 
settlement period were located: Feature 1 consisted of a shell layer and artefact concentration in 
association with a later posthole, while Features 2 and 3 consisted of small refuse pits containing 
predominantly broken bottles.  Each of these features was recorded in close proximity to the 
location of structures noted by the Labatt survey in 1850 and, ironically, all appeared to have 
been preserved as a result of later activities on the site; Feature 1 had been preserved as a result 
of its proximity to a fence line and Features 2 and 3 through their close proximity to later farm 
buildings and infrastructure.  While excavation of these features indicated that they were limited in 
their potential to provide new scientific information regarding this or other settlements of their 
type, their very existence indicates that further features, including structural remains, may survive 
underneath more recent features located in the western portion of the study area, namely 
Structures Q, R and S.     
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Figure 2: Looking southwest towards Structure H following initial opening by machine.  Note the 
survey trench has been excavated to the clay level (approximately 15 -20 cm in depth) within the 
confines of the structure itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Southern section wall of grid Square D1 showing layer of oyster shell and posthole. 

 

Artefactual material was located in relatively consistent levels across the study area and was 
dominated by fragments of transfer and plain porcelain table ware; bottle glass, particularly black 
glass bottle fragments (including case gin); and stoneware fragments.  A number of fragments of 
moulded clay tobacco pipe, both stems and bowls, and marine shell (oyster, mud ark and mud 
whelk) were also collected in the vicinity of Structure D (Feature 1) and Structure L.  Notably, an 
1826 George IV copper halfpenny was also found at the base of XU1 (-5cm) within Structure F.   
With the exception of Features 1, 2 and 4, these artefacts were generally only small fragments 
found in secondary positions and only in rare occasions appeared to have any correlation with 
known structures.   

Unfortunately, the results of the excavation have demonstrated that the archaeological record 
had been almost completely destroyed throughout the majority of the study area as a result of 
more recent historic activities; in particular ploughing and subsequent erosion combined with the 
construction of a farmhouse, ancillary buildings and associated infrastructure.   While excavation 
has shown the potential for artefactual material to remain in situ (Features 1, 2 & 4) this was a 
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relatively rare occurrence and it is considered that the majority of artefactual material within the 
remaining, unexplored sections of the study area will occur in secondary, disturbed positions and, 
unless representing a particularly rare or unusual object, are subsequently most likely to hold low 
scientific value.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4:  Examples of moulded clay tobacco pipe fragments.  The upper decorated example was 
located at approximately 40 cm depth within posthole fill located at Feature 1.  The lower 
examples were located between 0 and 10 cm depth within Structure L 

 

Jane Ainsworth 

NEW ZEALAND NEWS 
Compiled by Rick McGovern-Wilson 

CUMBERLAND STREET ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY – SYDNEY 

During June a laser scan survey of the Cumberland Street archaeological site in The Rocks, 
Sydney was undertaken by Russell Gibb and Dan McCurdy from Geometria. The entire site was 
scanned from multiple angles to ensure complete scan coverage of all the excavated features. 
Scans were also taken of the surrounding buildings to provide contextual information pertaining to 
the historic precinct.  In all, over 95 scans comprising approximately 900 million points were 
surveyed and a separate photographic archive was recorded. The data is currently being 
modelled and will be provided to the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority in variety of formats 



 

ASHA Newsletter December 2007  9  

and resolutions for its archaeological interpretation and education centre that will be constructed 
on the site as part of the Youth Hostel development. Information about the project will be 
available at www.geometria.co.nz in the coming weeks.  

Russell Gibb, Geometria Limited 

WAGANER SUBRITZKY ESTATE 

A team consisting of conservation architects from Archifact Limited, archaeologists from 
Geometria, landscape historians and object conservators have been working on the Waganer 
Subritzky Homestead (1860) located at Houhora in the far north of New Zealand. The homestead 
is one of the earliest buildings in the region and is currently undergoing conservation. 
Investigative works at the site include interior and exterior laser scans of the homestead and 
associated buildings and site surveys and mapping of the historic gardens.  Laser scanning was 
particularly useful for recording the original blacksmiths building which sits inside a protective 
shed that was constructed around the original structure to protect it from further degradation. 
Geophysical surveys were used to identify potential archaeological features such as historic 
tunnels and the original external cellar, and an archaeological assessment of the site has been 
compiled. The conservation plan developed by Archifact will soon be implemented at the site. As 
part of the proposed works an archaeological investigation will be undertaken at the homestead.  

Russell Gibb, Geometria Limited 

EXCAVATION AT 121 MANAGTI ROAD, BELL BLOCK, TARANAKI, NZ 

Excavations were undertaken at a site in New Plymouth following a successful geomagnetic 
survey that had revealed a small pit site on the property. The excavations revealed a small Maori 
storage and occupation site dating from the second half of the 19th century which was located in 
the middle of a larger horticultural area that was subsequently ploughed by European farming. 
Large amounts of ceramic and bottle glass together with iron artefacts were recovered from the 
backfill of some of the storage pits. At the time of the Maori occupation the staple kumara crop 
had generally been replaced by potato, nonetheless the use of storage pits and small scale, 
probably seasonal, occupation inside the fields testify to cultural traditions that had not 
significantly been changed by the European influence in this area.  This is especially poignant as 
the land used for potato cultivation had been in European landownership before and during the 
period Maori settlement. This infers that Maori had to successfully negotiate traditional land use 
with the European owners until the beginning of the 20th century, though this is not recorded in 
any of the known historical sources. A subdivision of the land in 1903 possibly spelt the end of 
Maori occupation of the site. 

Russell Gibb, Geometria Limited 

WHANGAREI POLICE STATION 

Excavations at the Settlers’ Hotel site in Whangarei, Northland, New Zealand, have recently 
finished. This is the site of the new Whangarei Police Station, and is the first excavation to be 
undertaken in Whangarei. There have been several Settlers’ Hotels on the site: the first, built by 
George Naylor in 1865, was burnt down in 1874; it was replaced in 1876 but this too was 
destroyed by fire in either 1899 or 1900; the firm of Campbell and Ehrenfried then built another 
hotel, the date of which is unclear – before 1908 at least; they replaced with a much larger two 
storey brick hotel in 1924. Unfortunately this latter building has destroyed most evidence of the 
smaller earlier building – we found a small, shallow cellar whose fill contained a lot of ash and 
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melted glass – this probably relates to the 1874 fire. This feature was truncated by the 1924 
structure. We also concentrated on the courtyard of the 1924 building as we thought this would 
be relatively undisturbed. We found a disturbed cobble paved area which we suspect is a stables, 
probably from the post 1899 structure, but very little else. We suspect that, rather than dig into the 
stiff marine clays, they just carried their rubbish a couple of hundred metres and dumped it in the 
estuary. What the toilet arrangements were is less clear. While the site was not as rich as hoped, 
it should still prove informative, and given that it is the only excavation so far in Whangarei we 
hope that future work will provide a wider archaeological context to the site. 

Mat Campbell, CFG Heritage Ltd 

ARCHAEOLOGY LIVE ON THE WEB 

In an attempt to bring archaeology, the discipline and what we do, to the wider public, the NZ 
Historic Places Trust has initiated a project to bring archaeological excavations to the world via its 
web site. The intention currently is that projects that the Trust is either directly involved in as a 
primary research partner, or is helping fund, will be presented. To date there are two sites 
available – Cooks’ Cove, on the east coast of the North Island, a 700 year old Maori village site; 
and, the Jury Homestead, the remains of a mid 19th century farmstead in Taranaki. The web 
presents background material on the sites, then a daily log with text and photographs of the 
excavations in progress, along with video clips. Check it out, as one commentator put it – “It’s like 
Time Team, without the budget!” But it has been successful. In the 3 weeks of November while 
we were excavating at Cooks Cove the number of unique visits to the Trust’s website increased 
from ca. 8000 in October to nearly 18,500. The web site is: www.historic.org.nz and follow the 
links from the Home Page. 

Rick McGovern-Wilson, New Zealand Historic Places Trust 

NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS 

No news this issue due to a technology crash suffered by the State rep. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA NEWS 

No response to request for news this issue. 

VICTORIA NEWS 
Compiled by Darren Griffin 

NEWS FROM ACHM (VIC) PTY LTD 

After two years working for the Melbourne Office of ERM Australia Pty Ltd, Darren has left to take 
up a position with the new Victorian branch of Australian Cultural Heritage Management (ACHM), 
working with Dr Shaun Canning. Shaun has recently moved back to Victoria after a few years 
working in WA and SA.  

Darren Griffin 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA NEWS 
Compiled by Shane Burke 

PEEL TOWN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES – PROPOSED CONSERVATION ORDER FROM 
THE HERITAGE COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

On 26th October, The Heritage Council of Western Australia lodged in the West Australian 
newspaper and Western Australian Government Gazette a proposed Conservation Order for the 
Peel town archaeological sites. The order – covering 40.5 hectares – proposes legal protection of 
the 1830 dated archaeological sites under section 59 (1) of the Heritage of Western Australia Act 
1990. It is the largest area covered by the Act where the place protected is historical period 
archaeological remains. 

Comments from stakeholders about the proposal will be presented to The Heritage Council on 7th 
December, and the order forwarded to the State’s heritage minister – The Hon. Michelle Roberts 
– shortly after. The sites are presently under study by the University of Notre Dame Australia (see 
Figure 1). 

 
Figure 1: Recently excavated limestone and brick hearth from Peel town’s site 2. The dark area 
(Unit 150a, b and c) in the photograph’s centre is mostly ash and charcoal that probably formed 
with hearth cleaning. The unit also contained ferro and cupro-based nails, bone, fragments of 
ceramic and glass – some with signs of intense heating – and pieces of muntz metal. Muntz 
metal and cupro-based sheathing nails suggest that settlers were salvaging timber from ships for 
firewood and points to natural resource stress of the surrounding banksia low woodland within 
months of settler arrival between December 1829 and February 1830 

Shane Burke 
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QUEENSLAND NEWS 
Compiled by Karen Murphy 

AMENDMENTS TO THE QUEENSLAND HERITAGE ACT 

The Queensland Heritage and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2007 was passed by the 
Queensland Parliament in October 2007. This Act provides fundamental changes to the 
Queensland Heritage Act 1992, including several important changes that relate to the 
identification and protection mechanisms for historical archaeological places. 

The amendments are expected to commence in early 2008 and aim to improve protection for 
historical archaeological places and provide greater certainty for the development industry. The 
amendments propose a proactive and integrated approach that helps identify important 
archaeological places. Included is a new ‘Archaeological Place’ category in the Queensland 
Heritage Register. Under the amendments, an Archaeological Place can be entered in the 
register if it meets the following criteria: 

a) is not a State heritage place; and 

b) has potential to contain an archaeological artefact that is an important source of 
information about Queensland’s history. 

Archaeological artefacts are defined as anything that is located on or below the surface of the 
land or within Queensland waters that is evidence of Queensland’s history, but does not include a 
thing that is Aboriginal cultural heritage or Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage under the 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003 or Torres Strait Islander Cultural Heritage Act 2003. 

The permitting system under Section 55 of the Queensland Heritage Act 1992 will be replaced by 
regulation of development through the Integrated Development Assessment System under the 
Integrated Planning Act 1997, and will include a requirement for an archaeological investigation 
to be carried out if development is likely to destroy the archaeological values of the place. It does 
not prevent development occurring. 

The amendments also align protection for historic shipwrecks in Queensland waters with the 
Commonwealth provisions. There are also discovery provisions whereby a person is required to 
report accidental finds of archaeological artefacts and there are penalties for interfering with 
them. In exceptional cases the State may declare ownership of an archaeological artefact that is 
important to Queensland. An affected person may seek compensation. 

The Queensland Heritage and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2007 can be downloaded from 
the ‘Acts as passed’ section of the Queensland Office of Parliamentary Counsel website at: 
http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/OQPChome.htm 

Natalie Franklin and Cameron Harvey 

MILL POINT ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT 

July 2007 Field Season 

A short but very successful field season was held at Mill Point on Lake Cootharaba, north of 
Noosa on the Sunshine Coast, in July 2007 with a week spent in the field as part of the ongoing 
University of Queensland project. After extensive excavations of the 19th century timber mill 
settlement last year, we turned our attention back to more broadscale surveying of the areas in 
and around the mill settlement. Some concerted efforts at making our way through thick bush 
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revealed a likely location for the previously elusive mill school site to the south of the industrial 
area. A 150 metre long section of the tramway not far from the possible school site was also 
discovered and once this data is mapped may reveal a connection with the tramway mound close 
to the mill site.  

A large area around the extant chimney and site of the 20th century farmhouse was slashed by 
National Parks staff enabling a surface survey of the entire area. We found the site of the 20th 
century dump as well as several mounds of brick and concrete rubble related to the house and 
surrounding outbuildings. We also got our first close-up look at the brick-lined well adjacent to the 
farmhouse. Some investigation of the broader landscape around the settlement was also 
undertaken with a hike north to Kin Kin Creek, site of the rafting ground, which still retains 
remnants of the original vine scrub which would have been far more extensive during the mill 
period. 

 

Student volunteers get ready to survey around the 20th century farmhouse 

 

Looking into the brick lined well 

We had a number of visitors over the week including tourists, locals, Parks staff, a local historian, 
a botanist, and the State Member for Noosa, all keenly interested in what we were discovering 
about the past. This season has opened up a number of future possibilities for further 
investigation into the Mill Point story. 

Flooding of Lake Cootharaba 

The recent flooding of the Noosa River (25-26 August 2007) saw Lake Cootharaba peak at just 
under 3 metres causing major flooding at Boreen Point, Elanda Point and the entire Noosa River 
area. Project Co-ordinator Karen Murphy made the trek out to the Mill Point site to investigate the 
impact of the floods two weeks after the waters peaked. 

There were both obvious and subtle signs of the floodwaters across the landscape of Elanda. 
Water remained lying across the entire plain east of Mill Point – it is obvious why the settlers at 
the mill had trouble with bullock teams whenever it rained and decided to build a horse-drawn 
tramway system. Every drainage channel, swamp, depression and hollow was still full of water – 
which will make for plagues of mosquitoes come summertime!  
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Some light sandy sediment had been moved around in various areas of the site, and leaf litter 
carpeted some areas up to a depth of 30cm. A new range of artefacts have made their way into 
the site – anything that floats – thongs, capped glass bottles, and polystyrene containers all sit on 
top of the leaf litter. The water in the original brick-lined well had also risen. Most noticeably in the 
industrial area right on the lake shore, the sediment had washed away from in between the large 
mound of bricks and rubble at the site of the mill, revealing more layers of bricks underneath. 

 

 

Water from the floods inland from the mill settlement site 

 

New artefacts enter the archaeological record 

It appears that the velocity of the floodwaters had moved a lot of light sediments and materials 
around the site covering up some areas and revealing others. The heavier items like the artefacts 
and the prevalent quartz gravels don’t appear to have been impacted. This opportunity to view 
first hand the flooding processes which have occurred many times during the history of the site 
has given us an insight into how the archaeological record was formed and how it may have 
changed over time. 

ASHA Martin Davies Award for Best Public Archaeology Initiative  

At the New Ground Australasian Archaeology Conference held in September 2007 in Sydney, the 
Mill Point Archaeological Project was a joint recipient of the inaugural Martin Davies Award for 
Best Public Archaeology Initiative. The award was shared with Port Arthur in Tasmania. 
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Project co-ordinators Steve Nichols, Karen Murphy and Sean Ulm with the award 

Public education and community involvement have always been key goals of the Mill Point 
Archaeological Project. During the 2005 and 2006 field seasons, hundreds of people visited the 
site and various projects have now been implemented with local organisations including the 
Cooroora Historical Society, Noosa Shire Museum, Noosa Library and Noosa Regional Gallery. 
Presentations about Mill Point have been made to public audiences in the Noosa Shire, in other 
regions of the Sunshine Coast, and in Brisbane. Media interest in the project has remained 
strong, with coverage on local television, radio interviews and a variety of articles in magazines 
and newspapers, including a front page story in the Noosa News.  

The public archaeology programme at Mill Point received a major boost in 2005 through the 
instigation of a PhD research project by Steve Nichols. Steve’s research is aimed at investigating 
public attitudes towards archaeology, heritage, and the relevance of Australia’s past in 
contemporary Australian society. As part of this project, he surveyed more than 170 visitors to the 
site during the 2006 June-July field season and has conducted in-depth interviews with a variety 
of people in the local community. 

Visitors to the site have included many local residents and holiday makers as well as numerous 
interstate and international tourists. Most people were amazed to find archaeologists working in 
the Noosa Shire and were eager to learn more about Australian archaeology and the work of 
Australian archaeologists. All of the visitors were welcomed, given a comprehensive tour of the 
excavations, and encouraged to ask whatever questions they liked. Some groups spent upwards 
of an hour on-site and described their experience as ‘better than Time Team!’. 

 

Jon Prangnell explains the excavations to visitors 

We have also had several school groups visit the site and participate in some real-life 
archaeological fieldwork. The on-site experience designed for the students was directly relevant 
to various areas of the school curriculum, including History, Science and Social Studies. They 
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undertook excavation and survey work, conducted soil tests and sorted artefacts. The feedback 
from both teachers and students has been extremely positive. We are hoping to explore the 
significant educational potential of Mill Point further in the coming year and are working to 
develop partnerships with teachers and educators in this regard. 

As well as archaeology students from universities around Australia, our field crew volunteers 
have included a number of interested members of the public, both from the local Noosa 
community as well as interstate. They all enjoyed their fieldwork experience and gained some 
valuable insights into the science and methods of archaeology and the perspectives it provides 
about Australia’s past. 

 

Steve Nichols shows artefacts to site visitors 

A number of local community organisations have become involved with the Mill Point site and its 
interpretation. Some of the projects undertaken with these organisations during 2006 include: 

• Heritage Week and National Archaeology Week display and activities at the Noosa 
Library. 

• Laboratory artefact sorting project at the Noosa Shire Museum with volunteers from the 
Cooroora Historical Society and local school students. 

• Noosa Long Weekend Heritage Walk. 
• Display of children’s artefacts at Noosa Regional Gallery as part of ‘Toys Tell Tales’ 

exhibition.  
• Mill Point cemetery headstone recording project with the Cooroora Historical Society. 

Public archaeology was a topical issue at the recent New Ground Conference in Sydney. There 
was a lot of discussion without very many solutions. Involving the public in archaeology doesn’t 
have to be undertaken at a large scale. Planning just one public archaeology activity for every 
archaeological project being undertaken would have a substantial impact on raising the interest 
and awareness about archaeology in Australia. Something as simple as a media release through 
local newspapers, or giving a public talk about the project and its findings, or providing 
information to visitors to a site, could make a big difference. 

A recent media release sent out through the University of Queensland about the Mill Point Project 
and the ASHA Award for Best Public Archaeology Initiative has generated stories in three 
regional newspapers, the major Brisbane newspaper, and three spots on regional and ABC local 
radio. The publicity has also put us in contact with a number of descendants of residents from the 
mill settlement along with oral histories, photographs and material from the mill. The interest 
generated in the site itself and archaeology in Australia in general will certainly provide benefits 
extending over the long term. 

Visit the project website at www.atsis.uq.edu.au/millpoint 

Karen Murphy 
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HONOURS THESES IN HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY AT UQ 

The following BA (Honours) theses have recently been submitted to the School of Social Science, 
University of Queensland, on topics in historical archaeology: 

Big Rock or Little Britain: A Study of Britishness in Late 19th and Early 20th Century Queensland 
Linda Terry 

The Rise and Demise of Patent Medicine: Abortifacients and their Influence on the Agency of 
Victorian Women 
Noel Sprenger 

Mixed Blessings: Exploring the Negative and Positive Implications of Amateur Metal Detector Use 
in Archaeology 
Jason Parr 

Expressions of Gentility in a Penal Colony: The Lempriere Family at Port Arthur 
Eleanor Marshall 

Down on the Farm: Identifying and Measuring Self-Sufficiency from the Historical Archaeological 
Record 
Margaretha Vlahos 

Character and Heritage: The Contribution of Character to the Cultural Significance of Heritage 
Places 
Jacqueline Crabtree 

Jon Prangnell 

BANKFOOT HOUSE, GLASSHOUSE MOUNTAIN 

Caloundra City Council purchased Bankfoot House in 2004 with the purpose of preserving an 
important part of the area’s history. The central section of Bankfoot House, dating from 1878, is 
the oldest surviving building in the Glasshouse Mountains district of the Sunshine Coast 
hinterland. Within Bankfoot House there exists an unusual degree of preservation of documents, 
photographs and household effects, because the building contents have remained in the same 
family from 1868 to 2002. Each generation has made an effort to record and preserve the family 
and community history. The result is a unique, encapsulated record. 

 

Bankfoot House, 1926 
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Bankfoot House, 2007 

Steve Chaddock, Caloundra City Council’s Heritage Project Officer, encouraged a ‘Friends of 
Bankfoot House’ community group to form and initiated work on collection cataloguing and 
conservation with volunteer assistance in early 2007. In September 2007 arrangements were 
made for a group of archaeology students from University of Queensland to visit the site. Split 
into four groups, students carried out different activities using the site and buildings as a study 
resource. The site’s setting was considered including: possible saw pit remains and the nearby 
creek; the external building fabric was scrutinised; the interior rooms, collections and cataloguing 
processes were studied; and, theodolite surveying practice was had in the immediate grounds of 
Bankfoot House. 

 

University of Queensland archaeology students undertake an  
assessment of Bankfoot House 

The Bankfoot House project is in its early stages and it is hoped that it will one day be opened to 
the public as a visitor attraction. Information gathered by the students will help in the full 
understanding of the site and it is hoped that some students will develop an ongoing association 
with this important heritage asset. 

Steve Chaddock 
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TASMANIA NEWS 
Compiled by Greg Jackman 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES TASMANIA 

Arc Tas Pty Ltd has been carrying out a number of investigations within the Hobart CBD on sites 
associated with the Menzies Centre redevelopment.  The sites of former Georgian townhouses at 
17 Liverpool and 53 Campbell Streets have been excavated, locating foundations, basements, 
cesspits and drains.  In addition to revealing substantive evidence of the lifestyles of early 
Hobart’s rich and famous, Arc Tas has successfully negotiated the retention and interpretation of 
the structural remains into the design and construction of the new redevelopments. 

Parry Kostoglou 

PORT ARTHUR HISTORIC SITE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 

Archaeological Sumer Program 4-26 January 2008 

The PAHSMA will be running the latest in its series of volunteer-based archaeology programs in 
January 2008.  Work will focus on the infamous Separate Prison complex, exploring former 
entrances, paths and the drainage system.  The investigations will support the Commonwealth 
NHII funded major conservation project. 

Tim Owen and Jody Steele will be returning during the summer to run the popular public 
archaeology program, which will be based at the site of the 1830s hospital.  The hospital was in 
use during a period of major settlement expansion, which saw prisoner numbers grow from 200 to 
1200.  The public program will investigate how the building and health care delivery responded to 
these changes.  Twice daily tours of the hospital and Separate Prison workings will be offered, as 
will the ever popular public excavation. 

In the background but by no means in the shadows, Penny Crook will manage the archaeology 
laboratory for the duration of the summer program, ably supported by 13 keen volunteers from 
around the country. 

For a list of Port Arthur’s summer offerings, follow the Latest News link on the PAHSMA web-site: 
http://www.portarthur.org.au/ 

Greg Jackman 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 

 

This is my final report as president and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
of those with whom I’ve been fortunate to 
work over the past three years, particularly 
the executive officers and general committee 
members, the various conference 
committees, and also the presidents of AAA 
and AIMA. The good will and hard work of all 
of you has made my job both easier and 
more rewarding, and it is much appreciated. 
I would also like to acknowledge my 
predecessors in the office of president who 
have done so much over the years to build 
and maintain ASHA as one of the premier 
archaeological and heritage associations in 
Australasia. 

Looking back over the last three years I think 
that I can say that there have been 
significant achievements, and that ASHA 
has been able to continue to grow and 
prosper. The organisation is in a much 
stronger financial position, and continues to 
show steady growth in membership. 
Administratively the organisation is also 
much stronger, with improved 
documentation of policies and procedures, 
an organised archive, and a paid 
administrative officer to support the 
executive. Member services have improved 
with the appointment of the administrative 
officer, the creation of an email discussion 
list, and the re-design of the web site. 
Relations with Australia’s other leading 
archaeological associations AIMA and AAA 
have grown stronger through regular 
communication at the presidential level, a 
meeting of the combined executives to be 
held at this year’s Sydney conference, and 
through combined conferences, and I note 
with pleasure that planning is already 

underway for more joint conferences in the 
future. ASHA’s role as an advocate for historical 
archaeology and heritage continues to 
strengthen at state and federal levels in 
Australia and within the public arena. ASHA’s 
publication program is also expanding, with the 
impending release of the back issues of the 
journal on CD-ROM, and particularly with the 
launch this year of a new monograph series for 
theses and consultancy reports. Finally, I hope 
that ASHA’s new program of awards and 
conference prizes will provide a much-needed 
platform for the acknowledgement and 
encouragement of excellence within our field.  

There is always more to be done, of course, 
and I regret that we have not been able to make 
more progress on matters of professional 
development and educational outreach in 
particular, but perhaps these will be issues for 
the new president and executive to take up. No 
doubt they will have their own ideas about 
future directions, and I wish them the very best.  

Aside from these general comments, there are 
also specific items to report on since the last 
AGM. 

Administration 

Cynthia Paterson has replaced Sophie Pullar as 
the Administrative Officer, responsible for 
clearing the mail box and managing day-to-day 
banking and membership issues. The position 
is partially funded by the Department of 
Environment and Water’s Grant to Voluntary 
Environment and Heritage Organisations 
scheme and current funding will allow the 
position to continue through the end of 2008. 
We are grateful to DEW for the funding and to 
Cynthia for her excellent work. 



 

ASHA Newsletter December 2007  2 1  

Two teleconferences have been held this 
year, in October and May. All other Society 
discussions and decisions have been 
conducted using emails. 

Archiving 

A new archiving policy for has been drafted 
and we are investigating the possibility of 
getting ASHA’s archive formally lodged with 
the University of Sydney Archives. Heather 
Bice was employed to catalogue the material 
held in storage at La Trobe University and a 
student was also employed in Sydney to 
assist Judy Birmingham to identify and 
catalogue ASHA material in her collection. 

New Coordinator Roles For Committee 
Members 

We have been trialling new methods for 
addressing a range of tasks managed by the 
committee, and several new Coordinator 
roles have been established. The State 
Representative Coordinator (Katrina 
Stankowski) has been facilitating 
communication between the committee and 
the state representatives, with responsibility 
for sending the state reps reminders about 
newsletter deadlines, providing updated 
member contact details in each region, and 
generally making sure that the reps are kept 
informed about ASHA activities.  

Deborah Arthur has taken on the roles of 
Publicity Coordinator and National 
Archaeology Week Coordinator. The former 
involves preparing promotional flyers for 
distribution to universities and other 
organisations, and identifying other 
opportunities for promoting ASHA. The latter 
involves providing support to those 
undertaking NAW activities in their area and 
assisting with publicity for them. 

External Funding 

ASHA was again successful at obtaining 
funding through the Department of 
Environment and Water’s Grant to Voluntary 
Environment and Heritage Organisations 
scheme in the 2006-2007 round. We were 
awarded $1500 which will be used toward 
funding the administrative officer position. 

Donations from private sponsors have also 
been received for the ASHA Awards Program 
(see below). 

Public Policy Contributions 

National Cultural Heritage Forum  

In April the National Cultural Heritage Forum 
(NCHF) had its regular meeting with the 
Heritage Chairs and Officials of Australia and 
New Zealand. As it was in Melbourne I attended 
in lieu of ASHA’s regular NCHF delegate, Tracy 
Ireland. The main subject of the meeting was 
the NCHF’s draft ‘Vision’ document. The 
document identifies several priority areas for 
NCHF to work on with the Dept. of Environment 
and Water, most notably funding, community 
engagement, education, and capacity building. 
The latter is where ASHA is hoping to get some 
progress in terms better management of 
historical archaeology, under the heading of 
‘data collection’. 

Heritage Council of Victoria Historic Shipwrecks 
Advisory Committee 

ASHA was invited by Heritage Victoria to 
nominate a representative to serve on the 
HSAC, which advises the Heritage Council. 
Geoff Hewitt agreed to have his name put 
forward on ASHA’s behalf, but unfortunately 
was not appointed. 

Inter-society Relations  

ASHA has worked with AAA and AIMA in the 
preparation of a number of submissions to 
government on heritage issues. These include: 

– Greater protection for the Burrup Peninsula 
and Dampier Archipelago Rock Art Sites 
(Hon. Malcolm Turnbull, Minister for 
Environment and Water) 

– The inclusion of archaeology in the 
Cossack (WA) Management Plan 
(submission to Project Steering Committee, 
Cossack Management Plan) 

– Support for consideration of archaeology in 
the WA Heritage Review (Hon. Michelle 
Roberts, Min. for Heritage)  

– Review of the Environment and Heritage 
Legislation Amendment Bill (submission to 
Senate Standing Committee) 
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A joint meeting of all three committees will 
be held during the conference in Sydney in 
September. 

ASHA Awards Program 

The ASHA Awards Program was launched 
this year with the inaugural awards to be 
presented in September at the conference 
dinner. The separate awards have been 
named in honour of people who made 
outstanding contributions to historical 
archaeology in Australia in the early years, 
vis:  

– Ian Jack Award for Best Honours Thesis 
– Maureen Byrne Award for Best MA or 

PhD Thesis 
– Judy Birmingham Award for Best 

Historical Archaeology Heritage Report 
– Martin Davies Award for Best Public 

Archaeology Initiative 
– Graham Connah Award for Best 

Publication 
– Ilma Powell Life Membership Award for 

Distinguished Service 
 
Nominations were received for all four 
categories of the awards being presented 
this year, and all have been of a universally 
high calibre. The judging panel consists of 
myself (ASHA president and chair of the 
panel), Denis Gojak (consulting industry), 
and Neville Ritchie (government agencies). 
Denis and I both have supervised nominees 
for the Best Honours Thesis award and 
stood aside for judging in that category. 
Instead, Alistair Paterson represented 
academia and Paul Rheinberger 
represented consultants in that category and 
provided the ASHA representation.  

A dedicated trust fund for the awards has 
been established and has already received 
significant donations from the following 
organisations and individuals: 

Platinum sponsors 
Comber Consultants 

Bronze sponsor 
Mark Staniforth 

General sponsors 

University of Queensland Archaeological 
Services Unit 

Publications 

Back Issue Scanning 

Rick McGovern-Wilson generously had all the 
back issues scanned late last year. 
Unfortunately, we then realised too late that the 
PDFs need to be very high resolution in order to 
allow text recognition/searching. This has 
caused a delay, but additional volunteers have 
stepped up, including Susan Piddock and 
Heather Bice, and we still hope to have the CD 
ready for release in time for the conference.  

Monograph Series 

Two monographs are being prepared for this 
new series, both of them reporting on important 
early work in Australia. The first, Port 
Essington: The Historical Archaeology of a 
North Australian Nineteenth Century Military 
Outpost, by Jim Allen, will be launched at the 
September conference. The second, a report 
on excavations at Irrawang, NSW by Judy 
Birmingham, will be published by the end of the 
year. 

Joint ASHA–AIMA Conference, 14–18 
September 2006 

The 2006 joint ASHA and AIMA conference 
held in Darwin, Northern Territory was an 
outstanding success. The Theme was Land, 
Sea and Air—Australasian archaeology from 
1606 to the present. This theme offered 
participants a variety of subject matter. In total 
32 papers were presented with 57 registrations.  

Overall, it appeared that the people who 
attended delighted in being in Darwin and 
thoroughly enjoyed the conference, the venue 
which overlooked Darwin harbour, and being 
part of five interesting days including four field 
trips. One of the highlights was an invitational 
welcome to Government House by the Northern 
Territory Administrator, the Hon. Ted Egan A.O.  

At the Conference Dinner, as President of 
ASHA, Susan Lawrence conferred an Honorary 
Life Membership on Professor Graham Connah 
for his dedication, contribution and hard work 
over many years. 



 

ASHA Newsletter December 2007  2 3  

There were some excellent papers 
presented and prizes went to the following:  

Best Student Paper 
Wendy van Duivenvoorde, from the WA 
Maritime Museum, Fremantle, ‘From 
Batavia onwards: New Light on Dutch 
shipbuilding practices’. 

Best Paper 
Oldrich Sadilech, Nagle College, 
Bairnsdale, ‘Archaeology an Elective 
Program in Australian Schools’. 

Best Poster 
Silvano Jung, Charles Darwin University. 
Darwin 

Student Travel Bursary 
Samantha Bolton, University of Western 
Australia 

It was the endeavours of four conference 
organisers; Silvano Jung, Clayton Fredericksen, 
Aidan Ash and Julie Mastin, together with the 
attendees that made the 2006 Darwin 
conference such a success. 

 

Susan Lawrence 
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TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure 

OPERATING ACCOUNT 

For the year ended 30 June 2007 
 
 

RECEIPTS 2007    2006 
        
Donations  105.00     855.00 
Sales of publications  4,311.00     2,004.00 
Sales of "Ceramics" publication  1,989.00     6,713.50 
Subscriptions  23,146.00     19,540.54 
Grant Funding  0.00     5,400.00 
Conference Revenue  7,685.34     0.00 
Other  0.00     4,883.94 
TOTAL RECEIPTS  37,236.34     39,396.98 
        
EXPENDITURE        
        
Bank fees and charges 0.00     4.20  
Admin Assistant 3,812.50     1,450.00  
Stationery 223.56     0.00  
Journal Publication 9,722.90     10,442.30  
Other Publication 0.00     5,520.90  
Merchant Fees 623.34     643.27  
Postage General 1,652.00     2,261.70  
Postage "Ceramics" 0.00     580.35  
Journal Postage 1,175.20     0.00  
Printing 1,625.63     261.83  
Telephone 708.24     808.77  
Internet/Web Page 438.00     0.00  
Newsletter mail out 55.00     0.00  
Audit 880.00     0.00  
2004 Conference Loss 0.00     540.13  
Written back 0.00     203.66  
Transfer to Investment A/C 10,000.00       
Sundry expenses 1,145.20     522.12  
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 32,061.57 32,061.57    23,239.23 23,239.23 
Add unpresented chqs  12.00     36.87 
  32,073.57     23,276.10 
        
Operating Surplus/(Deficit)  5,162.77     16,120.88 
        
Amount Attributable to Association, Change in 
Association Equity, Operating Account 5,162.77  

  
  16,120.88 

        
Opening retained profit  38,586.87     22,465.99 
Adjust:  Amount attributable to Association 5,162.77     16,120.88 
        
Closing retained profit and total members funds 
represented in Operating Account $43,749.64     $38,586.87 

 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure 
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ADMINISTRATION (CARD) ACCOUNT  

For the year ended 30 June 2007 
 

RECEIPTS 2007    2006 
Transfer from operating a/c  145.15      
       
TOTAL RECEIPTS  145.15      
        
EXPENDITURE        
        
Postage   142.05     
        
TOTAL EXPENDITURE  142.05     
        
Operating Surplus/(Deficit) 3.10       
        
Amount Attributable to Association,  
Change in Association Equity,  
Administration (Card) Account 

3.10  
  

   
 

        
Opening balance  354.85      
Amount attributable to Association 3.10       
        
Closing retained profit and total  
members funds represented in  
Administration (Card) Account 

$357.95 
    

 
 

        
 

Consolidated Balance Sheet (as at 30 June 2007)  

Current Assets 2007   2006 
     
Current Assets per Cash Books     
 - Bendigo Bank Operating A/C 43,749.64   38,232.02 
 - Bendigo Bank Administration (Card) A/C 357.95   354.85 
 - Investment A/C* 10,287.34    
Total current assets 54,394.93   38,586.87 
     

  Total Nett Assets, represented by  
TOTAL MEMBERS FUNDS  

$54,394.93 
  

$38,586.87 

* Interest accrued to 30/6/07 $287.34 

 

Sue Singleton 
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SECRETARY’S ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Society Administration 

Secretary Changeover 

I will be stepping down as Secretary at the 
upcoming AGM. Over the past two years I’ve 
focussed on improving administrative 
management, communication with members 
and boosting our membership numbers and 
publication sales. This has been at times 
very demanding, but I’m not stepping aside 
to take a break! I hope to stay on the 
committee and work with the new Secretary 
to streamline this position even further. 
There are many ways we can make this job 
even easier for future officers, but it is 
challenging to do so while managing the 
week to week tasks of Secretary. It’s been a 
pleasure working with Susan Lawrence and 
the rest of the Committee(s).  

Admin Officer  

Cynthia Paterson was appointed 
Administrative Officer on 5 February, taking 
over from Sophie Pullar. The position was 
opened to non-ASHA members this year and 
advertised on a University of Sydney causal 
employment website. We had 115 enquiries 
and 22 applications.  

Cynthia has settled in well and the turn-
around from the weekly mailbox check, to 
database processing, to banking is one 
week in all cases except problem payments. 

Before Cynthia took up the post, the 
opportunity was taken to review the AO role 
and upgrade the database further, and 
Cynthia is now handling a range of payment 
related correspondence with members. This 
has been much more efficient than the 
previous system where the Secretary took 
care of the correspondence.  

Correspondence 

The vast majority of correspondence with the 
Society via the post box and email in 2007 
concerns membership renewals, publication 
orders and the distribution of them. In 

addition, we continue to receive information 
from various other societies reporting on their 
news and upcoming events, occasionally after 
the events have been held. We have recently 
contacted some of these societies requesting 
that (where possible) information be sent via 
email so that this information can be distributed 
to members faster. 

The mail box is cleared at least once a week by 
Cynthia Paterson (Admin Officer). 

Record Keeping  

The membership and publications database, all 
email correspondence and electronic 
documentation received by or created on behalf 
of ASHA were backed up fortnightly throughout 
2006–7.  

A full archive of these files dating from 1 
September 2006 to 30 June 2007 has been 
created and a copy lodged in the ASHA archive 
at La Trobe University, Melbourne.  

Membership 

2006 

 

2007–08 Membership Renewals 

As approved by the membership at last year’s 
AGM, ASHA’s membership fees were raised for 
2007–08 and the membership year changed 
from the calendar year (January–December) to 
the financial year (July–June) in order to 
streamline financial management and planning. 
As part of the transition, members were offered 
the new membership rates for a period of 18 
months, i.e. 1 January 2007 to 30 June 2008. 
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Renewal notices were sent out on 18 
December 2006 with vol 24 of Australasian 
Historical Archaeology. 

The new rates are: 

Category 2007–08 
Individual $60 
Household $70 
Corporate $75 
Student $40 
Pensioner/unwaged $40 
Life $1200 
Individual OS* $85 
Corporate OS* $100 
Student OS* $60 
*Overseas includes anywhere other 
than Australia or NZ 

 

Current Membership 

We currently have 343 members (including 
22 life or non-financial members), which is 
an excellent figure for this time of year. We 
have had 31 new members so far in 2007–
08. Bearing in mind that there is 10 months 
of the membership year to see out, we are 
likely to receive more applications for 
membership and we still anticipate that 
about half of the 37 members with fees 
owing will renew this year. The gives total 
estimate of about 380 members for 2007–
08, assuming all members with fees owing 
renew this year or we gain a member for 
each one we lose. 

These figures are consistent with previous 
years and to date no impact of the increase 
fees has been noted. 

 
2007–08 membership 

As at 6 August 2007 
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2005 266 40  306 21 327 27 
2006 299 35 1 334 21 355 22 
2007^ 289 31 1 321 23 343 37 

Average 253 49 1 303 21 323 38 

^ year to 6 August 2007 
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Committee Meetings  

Two teleconferences have been held over 
the past year.  

10 October 2006, 10am  
Susan Lawrence, Paul Rheinberger, Sue 
Singleton, Penny Crook, Deborah Arthur, 
Mary Casey, Ross Gam, Katrina 
Stankowski, Jody Steele and Rick 
McGovern-Wilson were in attendance. 
Susan Piddock, Martin Gibbs, Tracy Ireland, 
Greg Jackman and Julie Mastin sent their 
apologies. Minutes were circulated on 27 
October. In addition to regular reporting and 
updates on continuing projects, the following 
matters were discussed: the need for 
committee position descriptions, the 
introduction of an annual calendar for society 
events and deadlines, problems with 
submission of newsletter contributions, 
membership for teachers, update on 
ANCATL, the development of a more 
strategic National direct for ASHA, the 
launch of AHA 24 in honour of Judy 
Birmingham and an update on the scanning 
of back-issues of AHA for release on CD. 

1 May 2007 at 10 am  
Susan Lawrence, Paul Rheinberger, Sue 
Singleton, Penny Crook, Deborah Arthur, 
Mary Casey, Martin Gibbs, Tracy Ireland, 
Greg Jackman, Julie Mastin, Susan Piddock, 
Katrina Stankowski and Rick McGovern-
Wilson were in attendance. Apologies were 
made by Ross Gam and Jody Steele. 
Minutes were circulated on 15 June. In 
addition to regular reporting and updates on 
continuing projects, the following matters 
were discussed: the state of the society 
archive, life membership subscriptions for 
overseas members, National Archaeology 
Week and opportunities for an inter-society 
meeting with AAA, AIMA and AACAI at the 
upcoming conference.  

Publication Sales 

As part of the 2007–08 renewal, members 
who renewed before the end of January 
were offered special rates to buy 
publications (excluding the most recent 

journal). The discount was roughly 20%, in line 
with discounts offered at conferences. The 
response was positive and a number of 
publications (including Wybalenna) were sold 
out. 

A total of 152 titles (or sets) have been sold this 
year. 

A stocktake was conducted by the Publications 
Distributions Officer, Maya Veres, in 30 March.  

 
Publication Sales As at 6 August 2007 

Publication 2005 2006 2007^ Total 

AHA 02*   2 2 
AHA 03   1 1 
AHA 04   1 1 
AHA 05   1 1 
AHA 06  1 1 2 
AHA 10  6  6 
AHA 14*   1 1 
AHA 15* 1 2 2 5 
AHA 16*  1  1 
AHA 20  1 5 6 
AHA 21 5 6 5 16 
AHA 22  6 1 7 
AHA 23  15 8 23 
AHA 24   11 11 
AHA set 13 11 15 10 36 
British Ceramics  144 74 34 252 
Marseilles Tile† 1 4 10 15 
Printed Ceramics* 7 10 22 39 
Ross Bridge* 1 4 8 13 
Salt Manufacturing 1 4 8 13 
Whaling 5 3 12 20 
Wybalenna* 1 4 9 14 
Various  6  6 
TOTAL 177 156 152 485 

^Year to date  *Now out of stock  †Low stock  

 
SPMA Cross-Promotion 

A new A5 flyer promoting ASHA was included 
in Society for Post-Medieval Archaeology’s 
November journal mailout. To date no new 
memberships have come from the exchange, 
but we have received positive feedback about 
increasing the profile of ASHA in this way. 

1000 flyers were printed at a cost of $288 plus 
$80.20 to post 650 flyers to the UK (total 
$368.20). The remaining 350 flyers will be used 
through the year.  

A copy of Maney Publishers’ flyer for SPMA 
publications was included in the December 
mailout of Australasian Historical Archaeology.  
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AHA Index 

Claudia Zipfel kindly volunteered to finalise 
subject headings in the AHA index and has 
produced a very thorough subject index. 

Current ‘Volume lists’ generated from the 
database are on the web. There is no 
progress on the development of an 
interactive index. 

Mary Casey has recently scanned abstracts for 
all papers and these will be added to the 
database and put on the database in a static 
form is the interactive index can’t be developed.  

Member Suggestions and Queries 

None 

 

Penny Crook 

 

EDITOR’S ANNUAL REPORT   

The 2007 journal, which is partly themed on 
landscapes, is progressing and most of the 
papers have now been refereed. Many 
thanks to the very generous referee who put 
a lot of effort into this work.  

The 2008 journal, partly themed on 
Australian archaeology prior to 1850, has 
lots of papers offered both on and off theme.  

The 2009 journal is to be guest edited by 
Susan Lawrence.  

I will be stepping down from the position of 
Journal Editor after 2008. This should give 
the society sufficient time to find another 
suitable candidate to be Journal Editor for 
2010. I am happy to stay in the position of 
General Editor and provide advice and 
assistance to the Monograph and Journal 
Editor.  This way I can continue to assist the 
society in its exciting new publishing 
ventures.  

Martin Gibbs, the Monograph Editor, is 
progressing nicely with the monograph 
series. The first one is to be Jim Allen’s 
thesis on Port Essington, the first PhD thesis 
on historical archaeology in Australia, and 
should be out by the end of the year. The 
second monograph, by Judy Birmingham, is 
on the Irrawang Pottery and will be out in 
early 2008. This series is going to be 
published in association with the University 
of Sydney Press. ASHA will provide the 
material and review and referee the 
monographs to be published. Prior to 
publication we will establish the level of 
interest in the monograph and take pre-

orders so as not to over print numbers and 
have storage issues. After the initial print run 
Sydney Uni Press will then be producing them 
as print on demand books which can be 
ordered through their on-line bookshop.  

Martin Gibbs is also considering the other 
monographs to be published in the series which 
will include a mixture of important PhD’s and 
recent work.  

The members of the current Publications 
Committee are Mary Casey, Martin Gibbs, 
Andrew Wilson and Penny Crook.  

Mary Casey 
General Editor 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2007 – DRAFT MINUTES 

Sunday 23 September 2007, Bosch Complex, Western Avenue, University of Sydney  

1. President's Welcome 

The meeting began at 5.25pm. 

2. Apologies and Quorum Confirmation  

51 members present.  An additional 11 members were represented by Proxy. 

Present 
Committee members: D. Arthur, M. Casey, P. Crook, M. Gibbs, T. Ireland, G. Jackman,  
S. Lawrence, J. Mastin, R. McGovern-Wilson, S. Piddock, S. Singleton, K. Stankowski,  
J. Steele. 

Members: C. Allen, H. Bice, J. Birmingham, S. Bolton, A. Brooks, F. Bush, G. Connah,  
H. Cooke, R. Demkiw, K. Fleming, D. Gojak, D. Griffin, S. Hayes, R I. Jack, W. Johnson,  
T. MacManus, G. Maiden, L. Matarese, G. Mate, A. McConnell, A. McGowan, L. McKenzie, 
A. Middleton, R. Morrison, K. Murphy, M. North, A. O'Connor, J. Prangnell, J. Reid, S. Ring, 
N. Ritchie, D. Robertson, O. Sadrilek, Jean Smith, Jeremy Smith, M. Staniforth, L. Terry,  
M. Timmons, C. Tucker, K. Williams. 

Non-Members: M. Truscott, A. Wilson. 

Apologies 
Committee members: P. Rheinberger, R. Gam.  

Members: N. Prickett, G. Grimwade, S. Yates, A. Paterson, K. Buckley, T. Lowe,  
A. Simmons. 

3. Minutes of the 2006 AGM 

Motion to accept the minutes of the 2006 AGM moved by D. Gojak; seconded by N. 
Ritchie.  The minutes of the 2006 AGM were accepted with no amendments. 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes 

Nil 

5. Annual Reports 

a) President’s report 

The President’s report was tabled with discussion of the following issues.   

Publications 
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Two volumes of the new monograph series for theses, reports and hard-to-get monographs 
are in production.  Authors with material suitable for the series are urged to contact Martin 
Gibbs. 

A CD with back issues of AHA will be available by the end of the year. 

Outgoing Committee  

As outgoing President, Susan Lawrence thanked the current and previous committees who 
had served ASHA during her time as President. She noted that she had worked hard to 
consolidate ASHA’s strengths, develop new initiatives and improve relationships with other 
Society presidents, and looks forward to seeing ASHA continue to grow and develop under 
the incoming committee.   

b) Treasurer’s report 

The Treasurer's report and Auditor’s report were tabled, with the following discussion.  

Treasurer Sue Singleton noted that ASHA is in a very strong financial position, with 
$54,000 in consolidated funds.  She credited at least part of that with more accurate and 
efficient recording of subscriptions and publication sales.  

Over the past financial year, ASHA has caught up with its Auditor’s reports, with the 2004–
05 and 2005–06 years now complete. The only outstanding issue is a GST debt from the 
end of 2004 which will be corrected this financial year. The books for 2006–07 are in 
preparation for auditing. 

There are plans to move another $10,000 to the investment account and investigate the 
option of keeping portions of operational funds in ready-access interest-bearing accounts. 

c) Secretary’s report 

The Secretary’s report was tabled, and it was noted by Secretary Penny Crook that since 
completing the report we had another 10 new members taking the operational total to 390. 

d) Journal Editor’s report 

The Journal Editor's report was tabled with the following discussion.   

General Editor Mary Casey will be stepping down and a new Editor will be needed for 
2009. 

Alistair Paterson is also stepping down as Reviews Editor. Members were urged to contact 
Mary if they wished to volunteer themselves or someone else for the position.  

The covers of the first two volumes in the new series Studies in Australian Historical 
Archaeology were presented and well received. The titles will be published by University of 
Sydney Press on a print-on-demand basis. ASHA retains all rights.  The likely cost will be 
$40–45 per volume. 

e) Newsletter Editor's report 

The Newsletter Editor's report was not available for tabling.   
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6. Constitutional Changes  

a) Life Membership 

Motion: Moved by Susan Piddock, seconded by Penny Crook 

That the subscription category of Life Membership be abolished from the 2008–2009 
membership year, with the proviso that all existing life members shall retain their life 
memberships. 

Note: the Honorary Life Membership category will be unaffected by this change. 

S. Piddock introduced the discussion by explaining that, with the cost of the journal rising 
each year, the Society is losing money on the existing life members and has become 
financially unsustainable. The rates have always been set at the value of 20 years 
membership. Therefore, the Committee proposes the abolition of the category of Life 
Memberships by subscription and that such memberships only be granted to honorary 
persons as part of the Awards program. The change would not affect current life members. 

J. Prangnell asked how we can be losing money if the rate is set at 20 years? 

S. Lawrence raised the issue of overseas memberships and the fact that in the past OS 
members have been allowed to join at the Australian/NZ rate. 

A. Brooks suggested that the rate be raised.  SL concurred that it could be raised to 25 
years, but noted that could not be done until next AGM because we have to give notice to 
raise fees. 

SL also noted that this is partly an issue of internal accounting: the money has never been 
set aside to fund ongoing subscriptions.  

L. McKenzie noted that there are 3 separate issues: 1) should it be abolished altogether; 2) 
should the rate be higher (say 30 years plus CPI); 3) should there be a separate OS rate. 

It was noted that the Life Membership category was re-introduced during a period of 
financial trouble and such members were much appreciated for rescuing the Society from 
further hardship, and they shouldn’t be regarded as a burden.  

SL noted that member subscription is our main income stream and we need to assess now 
why we are offering Life Membership? Do we need it to raise cash? Is it to attract new 
members?  Is a benefit or burden to the membership as a whole? 

M. North noted that it is likely to become a drain if a majority of members took up life 
membership and no new members came on board—and that isn’t a problem for the Society 
now or for the foreseeable future. Reluctant to remove it altogether. 

The motion was called and defeated 39 votes to 23. 

There was additional discussion about whether the category should be restricted to 
Australian and NZ residents (to which most members agreed in principle), but there was 
concern about the technical details of residency and how to handle to relocations OS 
should they arise. 

L. McKenzie recommended that the Committee work through these many issues and bring 
back a new proposal to the membership next year. 
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SL noted that there was clear support to retain the category, and the Committee needs to 
better manage it so that it is not run as a loss to the Society. 

New Motion: That the issues raised in relation to the Life Membership by subscription 
category be referred to the Committee and a new proposal be brought before the 
membership at the next AGM. 

Proposed by S. Piddock, seconded by N. Ritchie. 

The new motion was passed unanimously. 

b) Alterations of clauses affected by the change of membership cycle from calendar 
year to financial year  

Two motions moved by Penny Crook, seconded by Susan Lawrence. 

i) Constitutional Change to Clause 16 from: ‘In the event that a member shall fail to pay such fees on or 
before the 30th day of June, of the due year, such member shall cease to be a member of the Society and 
shall lose all voting rights.’ 

To: ‘In the event that a member shall fail to pay such fees on or before the 30th day of December, of the 
due membership year, such member shall cease to be a member of the Society and shall lose all voting 
rights.’ 

The motion was passed unanimously without discussion.   

ii) Constitutional Change to Clause 59 (f) from: ‘The business of an annual general meeting shall be to: (f)  
set membership fees for the following calendar year;’ 

To: ‘The business of an annual general meeting shall be to: (f)  set membership fees for the following 
membership year;’ 

The motion was passed unanimously without discussion.   

c) Alteration of the number sequence of the Constitution  

Moved by Penny Crook, seconded by Susan Lawrence. 

Constitutional Change from: All clauses numbered from 1 to 96 

to: All sections number from 1 to 16 and all clauses within each section to be numbered 1.1, 1.2 and so on. 

Note: the motion was proposed to avoid having to renumber the whole document each time a clause is 
added or removed. 

The motion was passed unanimously without discussion.  

7. Election of Incoming Committee 

The appointed Returning Officer Neville Ritchie took the floor to collect ballot papers for the 
election of the Vice Presidents.  All other positions were unchallenged.  Neville and two 
aides left the meeting to count the votes.  

8. Declaration of the 2007–2008 ASHA Committee 
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This declaration was made out of order, after Agenda Item 13 and Business from the floor. 
Returning Officer Neville Ritchie declared the following to be members of the 2007–08 
ASHA Committee: 

President Martin Gibbs 
Vice Presidents Penny Crook, MacLaren North 
Treasurer Sue Singleton  
Secretary Katrina Stankowski 
Committee Deborah Arthur, Brad Duncan, Ross Gam, Greg Jackman, Rick McGovern-

Wilson, Susan Piddock, Jonathan Prangnell, Paul Rheinberger, Pam Smith, 
Jody Steele 

Neville was thanked for taking on the role of Returning Officer.   

N. Prickett moved that all completed ballot papers be destroyed; seconded by P. Crook.  

9. Appointment of Public Officer 

Penny Crook stepped down as Public Officer.  Katrina Stankowski was appointed the new 
Public Officer. 

10. Appointment of Auditor 

Acumon Accounting have been appointed to audit ASHA’s 2006–07 financial records.  

11. Set Membership Fees 

There were no proposed changes to the membership fees for 2008.  They will remain at the 
rates set for 2007:  

Category Proposed 
Individual $60 
Household $70 
Corporate $75 
Student $40 
Pensioner/unwaged $40 
Life $1200 
Individual OS* $85 
Corporate OS* $100 
Student OS* $60 
*Overseas includes anywhere other than Australia or NZ 

12. 2008 Newsletter Guest Editors  

The following members volunteered to edit the four issues of the 2008 newsletter: 

March Jon Prangnell  
June Darren Griffin 
September  Anne McConnell 
December Rick McGovern-Wilson 

13. 2008 Conference 

Mark Staniforth reported that the 2008 Conference will be held in Adelaide in conjunction 
with AIMA, between Wednesday 24th and Sunday 27th September. The likely venue is the 
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SA State Library. No themes have been developed.  Conference co-ordinator: Mark 
Staniforth. ASHA representative: Susan Piddock. 

Future Conferences: 

2009 Denise Gaughwin has offered to organise the conference in Launceston 
2010 There are plans to have another triple-header with AIMA and AAA, but the city has 

not been chose. 

13a Business from the Floor 

A request was made to discuss business from the floor. The Chair, Susan Lawrence, was 
happy for other matters to be discussed. 

a) National Archaeology Week 

Deborah Arthur noted that an open meeting about the future organisation of NAW was 
scheduled for later in the conference [Wed. 26 Sept.]. She reported that AAA had 
previously held the primary responsibility for co-ordinating the event (via a National 
Committee), and paying for upfront costs, but were hoping to handover to another Society.  
DA raised the possibility of ASHA taking over the central role, and/or making a greater cash 
contribution. 

SL recognised that a lot of work is involved in NAW, but understood that, apart from the 
website, most of the printing and other ancillary costs were provided at the local level by 
businesses and agencies, thus sharing the cash burden.  

Jody Steele responded that it’s a bit of both. There was a big print run in the beginning, but 
the stocks are still available. 

There was general consensus that we should wait and see the outcomes of the 
Wednesday meeting, and the incoming Committee consider a response at that time. 

b) The Proposed Council for Australian Archaeology 

Judy Birmingham raised the issue of the proposed Council for Australian Archaeology 
(CAA) which had been discussed at the opening forum of the conference. 

It was noted that there is regular but informal co-operation between the societies via the 
presidents. The idea of the Council would be to formalise this relationship with a larger 
national executive comprised of representatives from each society. At the AAA AGM [22 
Sep] a motion was passed to support the formation of the Council and an amount of $2500 
was made available for that purpose.  

SL referred to the proposal made by Denis Gojak regarding the amalgamation of the 
societies.  The matter was discussed at the time and there was a clear agreement that 
merger wouldn’t serve the interests of Australasian historical archaeology.  The CAA, as an 
overarching body, presents an interesting alternative model.  SL advised that in her 
experience, co-operation between societies shouldn’t rely on the presidents alone.  

Caitlin Allen supported the idea, but wants to see some terms of reference—for the 
Council’s composition and activities such as advocacy.  
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Wayne Johnson asked that if ASHA is Australasian, how do we represent our non-
Australian members on the Council?  SL responded that this would clearly be one of the 
issues that had to be resolved in the terms of reference, and suspected it would simply 
have to be clear that any advocacy activities were conducted in Australia only. She also 
noted that when the Gallipoli issue came up, it was useful to be able to talk with NZ 
colleagues about ANZAC matters. 

Richard Morrison agreed with Caitlin that the idea should be supported in principle, and the 
matter referred to the Committee and presidents for Terms of Reference. He also noted 
that ASHA is on the National Cultural Heritage Forum despite being Australasian and it 
hasn’t been a problem. He further noted that ASHA and AIMA currently have a seat each 
on the NCHF. If we have a single representative body, the membership may change and 
we may lose a voice. 

Marilyn Truscott noted that often more voices are better than one.  

JB suggested that ASHA should aim for 3 representatives on the Council.  

Leah McKenzie gave her support to the idea of the Council and thinks 3 is a good number. 
She noted that pressure groups every now and again want amalgamation and the council 
would be a good way to solve the problem.  She noted we’re only second guessing what 
might happen with NCHF, and other overarching committees such as the Chairs and 
Officials successful integrate Australian and NZ representation. 

Andrew Wilson noted that at the AAA AGM there was discussion that the Council should be 
able to co-opt members. While persuading is one thing, if co-option is a reality, there must 
be financial support. 

Susan Lawrence proposed the following motion, seconded by Iain Stuart that:  

ASHA welcomes the proposal for a national committee to enable the societies to 
cooperate on matters of common interest to advance the field of archaeology.  

The motion was passed unanimously. 

The matter was referred to the incoming committee for further development.  

c)  Proposal from the Society for Historical Archaeology  

Mark Staniforth reported that he had been approached by the SHA board in the US to hold 
a conference in Australia. The York conference was such a success and it was thought 
there would be sufficient interest from US based archaeologists to hold a successful joint 
conference here.  He warned that these conferences are large: usually 1400 people, 800 in 
York. He asked whether ASHA would want to consider inviting them to hold a conference 
here. 

SL noted that the issue had come up before, in about 2000. She noted that the guide to 
preparing a proposal to hold a conference was several hundred pages.  While it would be a 
wonderful opportunity to showcase Australian historical archaeology, it would be a lot a 
work. 

The matter was referred to the incoming committee for further consideration.  
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14. 2006–2007 ASHA Committee retired 

S. Lawrence thanked the 2006–07 Committee for their service and welcomed the new 
committee.  

In recognition of presidential services to ASHA, Susan was presented with a gift by Penny 
Crook on behalf of the outgoing committee.  Penny acknowledged Susan’s vision and hard 
work in securing funds for the Administrative Officer, improving ties with the other societies 
and establishing the Awards program, all while taking care of the smooth running of the 
Committee as a whole.   

As outgoing Secretary, Penny was presented with flowers by incoming Secretary Katrina 
Stankowski, on behalf of the Committee, as thanks for hard work in the Secretary position.   

The thoughtful gesture were much appreciated by both Susan and Penny. 

15. Close of the AGM 

The meeting closed at 6:40 pm. 
 
 

REPORT ON THE ‘NEW GROUND’ CONFERENCE  

University of Sydney, 21–26 September 2007 

This was the largest Australasian Archaeology Conference held, with over 400 delegates 
attending. The aim of this mega conference was to draw together indigenous, historical and 
maritime archaeology exponents as well as those working in the consultancy field. The 
Conference Organisers expressed the need for a national body comprising representatives 
from the Executive of the major organisations, the Australian Archaeological Association, 
The Australasian Society for Historical archaeology, the Australian Institute of Maritime 
Archaeology and the Australian Association of Consulting Archaeologists, and the hope 
that this conference would stimulate discussion on the future direction of Australian 
archaeology. 

The conference opened with the keynote address by Prof. Michael Parker Pearson (Uni. Of 
Sheffield) on Archaeology and the Media: be careful what you wish for, which was 
entertaining and thought provoking. This address outlined the changes in media 
presentation of archaeology, in particular Time Team and consequently the perceptions 
and knowledge of the general public. 

Nearly 200 papers were presented over the four days of the conference, divided into 
sessions related to recent research and issues in indigenous, historic and maritime 
archaeology and the challenges facing consultant archaeologists. Other sessions covered 
heritage legislation and management, education, technological advances, public 
archaeology, archaeoethnography, gender and sexuality research and  pseudo-
archaeology. The organisation of these sessions presented an enormous task for the 
organisers and a conundrum for the delegates in selecting which papers to attend. The 
close proximity of the four Bosch lecture theatres enabled delegates to move quickly (or 
sprint) from theatre to theatre during the sessions and to experience presentations across a 
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wide range of topics, and beyond their individual field of expertise.  There were so many 
excellent speakers and stimulating presentations, it is difficult to report on individual papers. 
With four sessions running concurrently I was only able to attend one quarter of the 
presentations, and was informed by other delegates of the even better papers I had 
missed. The last session on the last day provided something completely different. The film 
“In Transit” shown by John Schofield covered the survey and excavation of a 1991 Ford 
Transit van, from the roof to the chassis and wheels. The principles of archaeology were 
strictly adhered to, recording contexts, artefacts and finally the complete destruction of the 
site, that is, the van. I await the report with interest. 

The recovery day between formal sessions provided an opportunity to tour the Rocks area 
with Dr Wayne Johnson (Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority). His knowledge and 
storytelling ability brought to life the history of this area. The afternoon ferry trip on the 
harbour was a rare treat with three tour guides: Dr Wayne Johnson, historical archaeology; 
Val Attenbrough, indigenous archaeology; and, David Nutley who orchestrated a re-
enactment of the 1942 Japanese midget submarine attack on Sydney Harbour. 

The Conference aim of interaction and discussion, academic and social, between members 
of all the branches of archaeology was certainly achieved. 

Heather Bice 

 

BIG MAN AND SMALL BOY AWARDS AWARDED AT THE CONFERENCE DINNER 

Big Man Award – Mary Casey 

Who said at the closure of the Parramatta session: "now everyone, before you go -- I want 
you all to come down the front and look at my lovely Jugs" 

Small Boys (in no particular order) 

Annie Clarke - When you wish upon a Star Award 

For saying at the Plenary: "Mike Parker Pearson made three good points last night - and 
two of them were Rachel Welsh ... I lost interest after that..." 

Elle Casella - the Penal Servitude Award 

For saying in her paper on Proto-convicts that: "Idle Hands lead to unnatural sex crimes" 

Chris Clarkson - the Bluebottle Sword of Honour Award 

For talking about the Goons Index of Artefact Reduction (only the lithic jocks noticed this 
slip of the tongue) 

Michael Westway - the Jamie Drury Data Makeover Award 

For spicing up his presentation by showing a picture of a dead tree -- and saying: "this tree 
is rooted" 

Denis Byrne - The Noel Coward Rough Guide to Bali Award 

For worrying about the de-eroticisation of Gay Heritage - and saying: "what would be the 
point of that?!" 
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Cos Coreonos - the Surgeon of Crowthorne Award 

For wrongly suggesting that the Wingicarribee flows through the Berrima River 

Andrew Sneddon - The Back Crack and Sack Award 

For saying in his paper: "testosterone driven moments shouldn't shape government policy" 

David Rose - the Elle Macpherson Award 

For answering a question by Peter Veth by saying that: “you should read that article by 
Peter Veth ....” 

Peta Knott - the Keira Knightly Oscar 

For saying (while dressed as a pirate) that: "Tasmanian Children were very imaginative in 
their methods of dying" 

Jeremy Ash - the Professor Trelawny Divination Award 

For showing slides in his presentation which were date stamped October and November 
2007 

Michelle Langley - the Raymond Dart Drop-bear Award 

For stating in her abstract that she had studied Neanderthal behaviour in the UQ 
Department in 2006 

Ross Anderson - the Lonely New Zealander Award 

For taking a blow-up sheep on fieldwork with him -- as evidenced in his slides.... 

Angie McGowan - the Malcolm Turnbull Pulp Fiction Award 

For wrestling with the issue of calculating heritage potential in Tasmania - and describing 
this as the slippery slide... 

Eoghan Kieran - the Mr Incredible Award 

For having "over 100% coverage of mussels on the river bed" and for missing his paper by 
half an hour.... 

Justin Shiner - Shrek Donkey Award 

For asking (in the paper presented on behalf of he and Simon Holdaway): "Are we there 
yet?" 

Mike McCarthy - Two Holes in One Award 

For talking about Shipwreck Graveyards and saying that: "only organised folk can turn their 
own knobs (presumably on their tanks, ed.) - they must all play Golf!" 

Jo McDonald - on behalf of this year's extended Ad Hoc Committee (with representatives of 
all Societies present at the New Ground Conference: Annie Ross, Peter Veth, Kathryn 
Przywolnik, Katrina Stankowski, David Nutley, Cos Coreonos, Cassandra Phillippou and 
Steve Free). 

PS: The Ad Hoc Committee would also like to extend their congratulations to Tim 
Owen – who turned 30 this year – and promptly retired!!! 
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WINNERS OF THE 2007 ASHA AWARDS 

R. Ian Jack Award for Best Honours Thesis 

Lisa-Maree Campbell, University of Sydney:  Bound by Bricks or a Working Man's 
Paradise:  The Archaeology of Labour Organisation in a Shale Mining Company Town 

The thesis presents an analysis of domestic archaeological evidence, including brick quality 
and settlement layout, to understand the archaeological signature of labour organisation at 
Joadja, NSW.  The thesis challenges conventional interpretations of industrial places as 
static and unpeopled by using the domestic archaeological record to reveal social structure 
and organisation in a mining town.  The thesis also develops and presents a new 
methodology for the analysis and interpretation of bricks, demonstrating how bricks can be 
used to investigate questions about social structures and labour organisation. 

Maureen Byrne Award for Best Postgraduate Thesis  

Angela Middleton, Auckland University:  Te Puna:  The Archaeology and History of a New 
Zealand Mission Station, 1832-1874 

This thesis documents the interpersonal relationships between missionaries and Maori over 
nearly 50 years.  It is an exploration of history and archaeology which uses material objects 
to throw new light on gender, class and racial tensions in early colonial New Zealand.   

Judy Birmingham Award for Best Historical Archaeology Heritage Report 
(sponsored by Comber Consultants) 

Ainsworth Heritage, Evans Head Memorial Aerodrome:  Archaeological Management Plan  

This report has contributed to the discipline by applying the principles and theory of 
historical archaeology to a relatively unique type of World War II temporary air defence site, 
in order to establish the site’s archaeological significance and ensure that this significance 
is protected in the likely future development of the site.  This archaeological management 
plan is the first time that AMP principles have been applied to a WWII aerodrome and thus 
it may become a benchmark study in archaeological approaches to temporary WWII sites 
in Australia. 

Martin Davies Award for Best Public Archaeology Initiative 

Mill Point Archaeology Project, University of Queensland  

The MPAP examines the site of a late 19th-century timber milling settlement on the shores 
of Lake Cootharaba on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast.  This project has raised awareness 
and understanding of historical archaeology in Australia through interactions with visitors, 
school groups, local community groups and the media.  It has generated a sustainable 
project with strong interest and support from key local community stakeholders which will 
enhance the knowledge, protection, and management of the site.  Opportunities provided 
for archaeology students to gain hands-on experience and undertake research at the site 
will provide ongoing benefits to the discipline.   

Port Arthur Historic Site Management Authority, PAHSMA Public Archaeology Program  

This award recognises 30 years of leadership in public archaeology.  Port Arthur introduced 
archaeological field schools in the 1980s and has run them in conjunction with a public 
archaeology program since 2001.  It is the longest-running such program in Australia and 
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has provided thousands of visitors the chance to experience archaeology.  At the same 
time, it has shown hundreds of student volunteers the value of public archaeology.   

Ilma Powell Honourary Life Membership Award for Distinguished Service 

R. Ian Jack 

By training and practice a historian, Ian was also an early ASHA member.  He was one of 
the first practitioners of industrial archaeology in Australia, and, with Judy Birmingham and 
Denis Jeans, published two important texts on colonial technology, Australian Pioneer 
Technology (1979) and Industrial Archaeology in Australia (1983).  In his position of Dean 
of Arts at the University of Sydney in the early 1970s Ian played a further key role in the 
development of the field by facilitating the introduction of the first undergraduate subject in 
the area, which was coordinated by Judy Birmingham and to which Ian also contributed.  
Ian has continued to research and publish in many aspects of Australia’s industrial 
heritage, including work on the iron industry (Australia’s Age of Iron,written with Aedeen 
Cremin) among others. 

THANK YOU TO RETIRING PRESIDENT SUSAN LAWRENCE 

This year Dr Susan Lawrence has stepped down as ASHA President after 3 years in the 
saddle (following on from 8 years as Vice President), having successfully fostered and 
directed an exciting period of growth and change for the society. Together with the 
Executive and Committee she has worked hard to update almost all of the systems and 
policies of the society, encourage new initiatives in publication, and ensure a sound 
financial footing. One of the best indicators of these achievements is the notable rise in 
membership to almost 400 persons across the globe. This year we also saw the inaugural 
presentation of the ASHA Awards, a scheme which Susan initiated and will continue to 
assist with. 

Susan has worked tirelessly to promote the society and its aims; crafting, contributing to 
and coordinating formal submissions to a wide variety of reviews of heritage legislation, as 
well as letters to Ministers and agencies regarding the protection of significant heritage 
places and the need for historical archaeologists to be represented on their staff. Over this 
period Susan and the other Australian archaeology society presidents forged strong new 
links and communicated regularly towards ensuring the success of joint initiatives and 
action.  

Above all it is worth remembering that the Presidency, as with all ASHA positions, is a 
voluntary job. To this end Susan has undertaken an enormous task while simultaneously 
juggling her teaching and research roles as a senior academic, as well the needs of her 
growing family.  

On behalf of the committee and members of ASHA we extend our sincere thanks to Susan 
for all her efforts, wish her a well-deserved rest, and look forward to roping her back into 
the committee as soon as possible.  

Martin Gibbs & Penny Crook 
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THANK YOU TO RETIRING NEWSLETTER EDITOR ROSS GAM 

The ASHA newsletter is an important part of the Society's service to its members, providing 
a clearinghouse of news on what the membership has been doing across two (and 
sometimes more) countries, while also presenting coming events, major achievements, 
issues of concern, as well as the various formal statements of finances etc which we need 
to maintain our operations. For the last eight years Ross Gam has taken on the grueling 
role of Newsletter Editor, collecting the news himself and/or coordinating the guest editors 
to make sure that four times a year we receive the latest installment. Ross has also 
overseen the transfer of the newsletter to electronic format and delivery for the majority of 
members, a move which has saved the society a significant amount, not just in printing and 
postage costs, but also the time that volunteers had to spend in preparing and addressing 
hundreds of hard-copies. As Ross has decided to step down as Newsletter Editor, on 
behalf of past and present ASHA members we would like to thank him for his dedication to 
the task. We would also like to thank Rick McGovern-Wilson for volunteering to step into 
Ross' shoes as the new Editor, starting with this edition. 

Martin Gibbs 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NOTICES 

TWO CONFERENCES ON CHINESE HERITAGE 

REDISCOVERED PAST: CHINA IN NORTHERN AUSTRALIA 
The Second “no fuss” Conference  

16-17 February, 2008 

Organised by Chinese Heritage in Northern Australia Inc. (CHINA Inc) at the Cairns 
Library, Abbott Street, Cairns. QLD. 4870. 

Following the successful Rediscovered Past: China in northern Queensland conference 
held in Cairns in 2006, the organisers are pleased to announce a second conference, the 
sequel, to be held in 2008. Again this will be a “no fuss” multidisciplinary event run over two 
days and will be open to contributions from all fields of Chinese Australian studies – 
including history, archaeology, heritage management, law, literature, linguistics, art, and 
library science. The conference will maintain the previous casual, convivial atmosphere that 
everybody enjoyed, as well as the theme, focussing on Chinese interrelationships with 
other ethnic groups as well as with other diasporic Chinese, and the diverse nature of 
Chinese settlement and life. However, as the title indicates, the regional emphasis has 
been broadened beyond Queensland to include other parts of northern Australia. Chinese 
have made contact with this region for several centuries, starting with sporadic visits by 
traders and fishermen and culminating in the large scale immigration of miners, workers 
and business people during the 19th century. Indeed, there has been a long history of 
multiculturalism (which includes other peoples from the Asia Pacific region) and this, 
combined with the vast landscapes, tropical climate, and remote frontier conditions, created 
in northern Australia a dynamic social environment that was in many ways unique. It is this 
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special character and social complexity that presenters are particularly encouraged to 
explore. 

The conference program is yet to be finalised but the event will be run in consecutive 
sessions and may include a workshop on heritage legislation and nominating places to the 
Queensland Heritage Register. Naturally the popular Saturday night conference dinner and 
concluding yumcha lunch will be continued. 

The fees will be the same as those charged in 2006: Full Conference attendance of AUD 
$30; Single Day attendance of AUD $20; and Half-day attendance of $10. The Conference 
Dinner and Yumcha will be pay as you go. 

The venue of the conference, the city of Cairns, has been a major regional historical site of 
Chinese Australian life since the 1870s. Researchers of Chinese history and heritage may 
investigate the Cairns Historical Society collections as well as the Pioneer and Martyn 
Street cemeteries. From Cairns, visitors may travel to Aloomba – a site of extensive 
Chinese sugarcane farming – to Innisfail (Geraldton) – a site of Chinese banana growing, 
and to Atherton – the site of the Hou Wang Chinese temple. Those who have the time 
could venture further afield to Croydon, where the remains of the former Chinatown exists 
as a significant Chinese Australian archaeological site, and to Cooktown, the site of early 
Chinese immigration associated with the Palmer River Gold Rush. 

Cairns is a well-known holiday destination for domestic and international visitors. 
Information about travel and accommodation will be issued in due course or can be found 
through a Google search. February is a relatively quiet period for Cairns and as a 
consequence flights and accommodation tend to be cheaper and more readily available. 

If you think you would like to present at or attend the conference, please email an 
expression of interest to: china_nth@yahoo.com.au. The deadline for proposals on the 
conference theme is Monday, 31 December 2007. Email abstracts to 
china_nth@yahoo.com.au. Conference registration will run from December 2007 and full 
registration details will be issued soon.  

For general enquiries and correspondence please contact: 

Secretary, Chinese Heritage In Northern Australia Inc  
Dr Kevin Rains 
5 Railway Street 
EAST IPSWICH QLD Australia 4305 
email: krains@goldcoast.qld.gov.au 

Further details published on the CHINA Inc website at: 
http://au.geocities.com/china_nth/CHINA_Inc.html 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CHINESE MINING IN AUSTRALIA AND ASIA-
PACIFIC: TRANS-NATIONAL HISTORIES, ARCHAEOLOGY AND HERITAGE  
Australian National University, Canberra  
11 to 13 July 2008  
Preliminary announcement and calls for expressions of interest  

To mark the sesquicentennial of the influx of Chinese on to the New South Wales goldfields 
in 1858 an international conference, hosted by the Centre for the Study of the Chinese 
Southern Diaspora, Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, ANU in July 2008 and 
will bring together scholars, historians, archaeologists, heritage and museum specialists, 
and other researchers from throughout Australia and overseas to explore, examine, and 
share their research findings on the Chinese in Australian Mining History. In addition to the 
Chinese on the New South Wales mining fields, the conference will be concerned with the 
comparative history and archaeology of Chinese on other mining fields in Australia and 
overseas, in particular southeast Asia, the Americas, and New Zealand, as well as within 
China itself. The four major themes of the conference, for which proposals for panels and 
papers are now sought, will be the following:  

• Comparative and trans-national histories of Chinese mining communities in 
Australia and the Asia-Pacific;  

• Chinese mining technology, technological transfer and innovation overseas;  

• Historical archaeology of Chinese mining: sites, artefacts, and material culture  

• Presenting and representing Chinese mining heritage overseas in the digital age: 
theme parks, heritage trails, museums, and digitization.  

 
Proposals for panels and papers on other aspects of Chinese overseas mining history 
beyond these themes would also be welcomed and considered.  

Pre- and post-conference tours, field work and workshops are being planned to Southern 
NSW and Braidwood, and to Hill End Sofala, and the Turon, in the central west of NSW.  

The major sponsor of the conference is the National Museum of Australia and further 
sponsorship is being sought especially so that financial assistance may be provided to 
participants from outside Australia.  

Expressions of interest and offers of panels or papers should be sent, by 26 November 
2007, to one of the following convenors of the conference, from whom further information 
can also be obtained:  

Henry Chan (Chinese Australian Historical Society & University of Sydney), Chair, 
Conference Organizing Committee, e-mail: henry.chan@arts.usyd.edu.au.  

Dr Keir Reeves (University of Melbourne), e-mail: keir@unimelb.edu.au 

Dr Li Tana, (Director, CSCSD, ANU), e-mail: tana.li@anu.edu.au 

Dr Barry McGowan (ANU), e-mail: barry@cyberone.com.au 
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ASHA AWARDS 2008 

RULES AND GUIDELINES 

ASHA members are invited to nominate recent work for consideration in the ASHA Awards 
program.  The ASHA Awards program aims to promote excellence in historical archaeology 
in Australasia by recognising best practice in the heritage management of historical 
archaeology; promoting the communication of archaeological results to the public; and 
rewarding outstanding research by students.  The winners will be announced at the annual 
conference dinner.  All award winners will be published in the Newsletter and on the ASHA 
web site. 

The awards will be judged by a three-person panel chaired by the Past-President of ASHA.  
The panel will consist of representatives from the consulting profession, government 
heritage agencies, and academia.  All judges must be financial members of ASHA.  Those 
on the judging panel cannot be nominees for awards while serving as judges. 

ASHA reserves the right not to make an award if nominations are too few in number or 
judged of insufficient quality.  The judgement of the panel is final.  No correspondence will 
be entered into regarding decisions.  Entries will not be returned.  Winning entries will be 
lodged in the ASHA archives and may be used by ASHA for training and promotional 
purposes, with credits to the individuals and agencies involved. 

R. IAN JACK AWARD FOR BEST HONOURS THESIS 

This award will be made to the best thesis completed by an Honours student, MA 
Preliminary student, or Graduate Diploma student in a university in Australia or New 
Zealand.  To be eligible for this award the thesis must have been completed in 2007, and 
must be research related to historical archaeology.  The thesis must be nominated by the 
supervisor. 

The award will consist of a cash prize of $200, a certificate, and assistance with preparing 
an article based on the research for publication in Australasian Historical Archaeology.  

Nominations will be judged on the basis of timeliness and significance of the research aims, 
appropriateness and effectiveness of methodology, accuracy of information, presentation, 
and general contribution to the field of historical archaeology. 

Nominations must include one hard copy of the thesis, two electronic copies of the thesis 
on clearly labelled CD-ROMs, and the cover sheet. 

MAUREEN BYRNE AWARD FOR BEST POST-GRADUATE THESIS 

This award will be made for the best thesis completed by an MA or PhD student in a 
university in Australia or New Zealand.  To be eligible for this award the degree must have 
been awarded in 2007, and must be research related to historical archaeology.  The thesis 
must be nominated by the supervisor and the student must be a financial member of 
ASHA, or have been an ASHA member while the work was undertaken. 

The award will consist of a certificate and publication of the thesis in the ASHA monograph 
series.   
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Nominations will be judged on the basis of timeliness and significance of the research aims, 
appropriateness and effectiveness of methodology, accuracy of information,  presentation, 
and general contribution to the field of historical archaeology. 

Nominations must include one hard copy of the thesis, two electronic copies of the thesis 
on clearly labelled CD-ROMs, and the cover sheet. 

JUDY BIRMINGHAM AWARD FOR BEST HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY 
HERITAGE REPORT (SPONSORED BY COMBER CONSULTANTS) 

This award will be made for the best report on a historical archaeology project carried out 
as a consultancy in Australia or New Zealand.  To be eligible for this award the report must 
have been submitted in 2007.  The nomination can be prepared by either the client or the 
consultant, but must have the support of the client.  At least one member of the consultancy 
team (who may be the nominator) must be a financial member of ASHA. 

The award will consist of a certificate and publicity on the ASHA web site and in the ASHA 
newsletter. 

Nominations will be judged on the basis of the significance of the research design and 
methodology, innovation, presentation, and the degree to which the client’s requirements 
were met.   

Nominations must include one hard copy of the report and project brief, two electronic 
copies of the report and project brief on clearly labelled CD-ROMs, and the cover sheet.   

MARTIN DAVIES AWARD FOR BEST PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY INITIATIVE 

This award will be made for the best project presenting historical archaeology to the 
general public in Australia or New Zealand.  To be eligible for this award the project must 
have been completed in 2007.  If it is an on-going project it must have either commenced or 
taken place during 2007.  Public archaeology initiatives may include (but are not limited to)  
tours of excavations, post-excavation interpretation on-site, lecture series, television or 
radio programs, web sites, museum displays, education programs, and plain language 
publications intended for a non-academic audience.  The nomination can be prepared by 
either the client (if done as a consultancy) or the individual or agency responsible, but must 
have the support of the client where appropriate.  At least one member of the project team 
(who may be the nominator) must be a financial member of ASHA. 

The award will consist of a certificate and publicity on the ASHA web site and in the ASHA 
newsletter. 

Nominations will be judged on the basis of interest to the audience, clarity of presentation, 
innovation, and public response.   

Nominations must include a one-page description of the project, and relevant supporting 
material which may include photos, videos, posters, brochures, media coverage, reviews, 
evidence of feedback, etc.  The nomination should include one hard copy and two 
electronic copies of all material included, and the cover sheet.      

GRAHAM CONNAH AWARD FOR BEST PUBLICATION 

This award will be made for the best book or e-book on historical archaeology in Australia 
or New Zealand.  Nominations may be for authored monographs or edited collections on a 
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single theme.  The publication must have been published in the five calendar years 
preceding the presentation of the award (2003-2007).  Works published by ASHA are not 
eligible.  The publication can be nominated by any member of ASHA including the 
author(s), but at least one of the authors (or editors if a collection) must be a financial 
ASHA member. 

The award will consist of a certificate and publicity on the ASHA web site and in the ASHA 
newsletter. 

Nominations will be judged on the basis of timeliness and significance of the research, 
accuracy of information, clarity of expression, presentation, and general contribution to the 
field of historical archaeology. 

Nominations must include three hard copies of the publication (or CD-ROMs in the case of 
e-books) and the cover sheet. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ENTRY 

Complete a Nomination Cover Sheet and send with the appropriate number of copies of the 
thesis, book or report (as specified under each category heading) to: 

ASHA Awards  
c/- Dr Susan Lawrence   
Archaeology  
La Trobe University 
Melbourne VIC 3086 
Australia 

(Do not send nominations to the ASHA post box.) 

For copies of the Nomination Cover Sheet email awards@asha.org.au or download from 
www.asha.org.au.   

Nominations are due by: 31 March 2008. 

For more information contact awards@asha.org.au or call Susan Lawrence on 03 9479 
1790. 
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SOCIETY CONTACTS 

2007–2008 COMMITTEE 
President Martin Gibbs president@asha.org.au 
Vice Presidents Penny Crook vicepresidentpc@asha.org.au 
 MacLaren North vicepresidentmn@asha.org.au 
Treasurer Sue Singleton  treasurer@asha.org.au 
Secretary Katrina Stankowski secretary@asha.org.au 
Committee Deborah Arthur  
 Brad Duncan  
 Ross Gam   
 Greg Jackman   
 Rick McGovern-Wilson  
 Susan Piddick  
 Jon Prangnell  
 Paul Rheinberger  
 Pam Smith  
 Jody Steele   
Immediate past 
President 

Susan Lawrence  

 
Publications 

AHA Editor Mary Casey  editor@asha.org.au 
AHA Reviews Editor VACANT reviews@asha.org.au 
Newsletter Editor Rick McGovern-Wilson newsletter@asha.org.au 
Webmasters VACANT webmanager@asha.org.au 
Publications Officer Maya Veres publications@asha.org.au 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES  

ACT 
Richard Morrison 
25 Forbes St 
Turner ACT 2612 
act@asha.org.au 

NSW 
Tim Owen 
Cultural Heritage Services 
2009 Locked Bag 24 
Broadway NSW 2007 
nsw@asha.org.au 

NT 
Colin De La Rue 
11 Bedwell Court 
Gray 
Palmerston  NT  0830 
nt@asha.org.au 

SA 
Robert Stone 
Flinders University 
GPO Box 2100 
Adelaide SA 5001 
sa@asha.org.au 

QLD 
Karen Murphy 
School of Social Science 
University of Queensland  
QLD 4072 
qld@asha.org.au 

TAS 
Greg Jackman 
Port Arthur Historic Site 
Management Authority 
Port Arthur TAS 7182 
tas@asha.org.au 

WA 
Shane Burke 
Department of Archaeology 
University of Western Australia 
Nedlands WA 6907 
wa@asha.org.au 

NZ 
Rick McGovern-Wilson 
New Zealand Historic Places 
Trust 
PO Box 2629 
Wellington NZ 
nz@asha.org.au 

VIC 
Darren Griffin 
Senior Archaeologist / 
Heritage Advisor 
ACHM (Vic) Pty Ltd 
GPO Box 5112 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
vic@asha.org.au  
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FORTHCOMING NEWSLETTERS 

The ASHA Newsletter is produced quarterly with the assistance of guest editors. The 
2007–2008 guest editors are: 

This issue: Rick McGovern-Wilson email: newsletter@asha.org.au   
Mar 2008 issue:  Jon Prangnell email: j.prangnell@uq.edu.au 
Jun 2008 issue:  Darren Griffin email: darren.griffin@achm.com.au 
Sept 2008 issue:  Anne McConnell email: annemc@aaa.net.au 
Dec 2008 issue:  Rick McGovern-Wilson email: newsletter@asha.org.au 

 
In order to facilitate a more efficient newsletter production, all contributions should be 
forwarded to the e-mail address of your state rep (see ASHA contacts on the previous page 
for address details) by the following dates: 

March issue:  15 February September issue:   15 August  
June issue:  15 May December issue:  15 November 

The guest editors are asked to finalise the newsletter in the third week of the month prior to 
circulation. Final copy must reach the General Editor, Rick McGovern-Wilson, by the final 
week of the month prior to circulation. 

This is your newsletter and your contributions are vital. Please check deadlines diligently. 
Your efficiency will be greatly appreciated. I look forward to your forthcoming news of 
events. 

Finally, I have recently taken over the role as General Editor from Ross Gam, having been 
the December Guest Editor since 2000, and I want to personally thank Ross for all the hard 
work that he has put into developing this Newsletter, especially the job of turning it into an 
eNewsletter, which was fraught with problems to start with, but has now become well 
entrenched in the Association’s business. It has always been a delight working with Ross 
and I wish him all the very best. 

 

Rick McGovern-Wilson 
General Editor  
ASHA Newsletter  

Email: newsletter@asha.org.au 

Post: New Zealand Historic Places Trust 
P O Box 2629 
Wellington 6004 
NEW ZEALAND 

Phone: +64 4 470 8055 


