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STATE OF THE ART 

ACT NEWS 
Compiled by Richard Morrison 

HERITAGE DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT, WATER, 
HERITAGE AND THE ARTS (DEWHA) 

Australian Convict Sites – The World Heritage Committee met in Brasilia from 25 July to 
3 August 2010 and resolved to inscribe a range of new sites onto the World Heritage List, 
including the 11 sites included in the Australian Convict Sites serial nomination.  This 
represents the 18th Australian addition to the List and a considerable achievement by all 
concerned in gaining this deserved recognition at the international level for this important 
national story. 

The component parts of the listing are: Kingston and Arthur’s Vale Historic Area (Norfolk 
Island); Old Government House and Domain (NSW); Hyde Park Barracks (NSW); 
Brickendon–Woolmers Estates (Tas); Darlington Probation Station, (Tas); Old Great North 
Road (NSW); Cascades Female Factory (Tas); Port Arthur Historic Site (Tas); Coal Mines 
Historic Site (Tas); Cockatoo Island Convict Site (NSW); and Fremantle Prison (WA). 

Australian Heritage Council (AHC) – The Federal Heritage Minister, Peter Garrett, 
announced in June 2010 that the Hon Professor Carmen Lawrence had been appointed 
Chair of the AHC, the Federal Government's independent expert advisory body on heritage 
matters.  

The Minister noted that Professor Lawrence brought a wealth of experience to the 
important position of Chair and her involvement in heritage at both state and Federal level 
was evident throughout her distinguished career.  

"As Premier of Western Australia she appointed the state's first Minister for Heritage, and at 
the Federal level she was involved in a number of Parliamentary committees for 
Environment and Heritage; Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs; and Native Title 
and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Land Fund.  Her parliamentary experience 
includes State Treasurer and Federal Minister for both Human Services and Health and 
Minister assisting the Prime Minister on the Status of Women. Professor Lawrence is 
currently the Winthrop Professor and Director of the Centre for the Study of Social Change, 
School of Psychology, University of Western Australia." 

Minister Garrett also thanked the outgoing Chair of the AHC, Tom Harley, for his 
commitment to heritage protection in Australia. 

Environment Protection and Heritage (Ministers) Council (EPHC) – The environment 
and heritage ministers of all Australian governments, at their 21st meeting in July 2010, 
endorsed the Australian Underwater Cultural Heritage Intergovernmental Agreement.  This 
Agreement clarifies the roles and responsibilities of the Commonwealth, the States and the 
Northern Territory in relation to the management of Australia’s underwater cultural heritage, 
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as a precursor to Australia ratifying the UNESCO 2001 Convention on the Protection of the 
Underwater Cultural Heritage. 

ACT CULTURAL FACILITIES CORPORATION 

Geophysical investigations at Lanyon Homestead - In July 2010 David Hunter, of Hunter 
Geophysics, carried out an investigation of the cemetery at Lanyon pastoral property in the 
ACT, for the ACT Cultural Facilities Corporation.  The aim of the survey was to indicate the 
presence and distribution of graves within the fenced homestead graveyard, which has 
been in continuous use since 1837, with at least 42, and possibly more, interments having 
taken place over that period.  However, only four monuments survive, and a deep deposit 
of pine needle mulch built up over 130 years has masked surface indications of other 
graves.  The survey was to assist in establishing the general distribution of burials, and 
areas where future interment (of ashes only) might occur. 

Georader (ground penetrating radar) and ground conductivity surveys were conducted, and 
despite the disturbance of many tree roots across the site, a minimum of 18 individual 
unmarked interments were located, as well as other areas of stratigraphic disturbance that 
were likely to be caused by grave shafts. 

For the technically minded: 

A Georadar survey was undertaken in this grid using the following specifications:  

 Reading interval of 2.5 centimetres  

 Traverse interval of 50 centimetres  

 Mean transmitting frequency: 250MHz  

 A Sensors and Software Noggin Plus SmartCart was used to undertake the survey.  

 A total of 59 lines of data (radargrams) were collected.  

Due to interference caused in close proximity to metals (specifically, the mesh fencing), the 
ground conductivity survey grid was offset by 4 metres from the southern fence boundary 
and 3.5 metres from the northern fence boundary. The ground conductivity survey was 
undertaken using the following specifications:  

 Reading interval of 10 centimetres  

 Traverse interval of 50 centimetres  

A Geonics EM-38 DLM system in vertical quadrature-phase orientation was used to collect 
a total of 45 lines of data. 

Michael Pearson 

ACT HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY WORKSHOP: THE RUINS OF HISTORY 

The third ACT HA Workshop was held at the University of Canberra on 3 July 2010.  It was 
another success for CAS and the sponsors, with a broad range of presentations from 
professionals, members of the public, and an undergraduate student from the Donald 
Horne Institute (University of Canberra).  It was supported by UC, ANU, the Centre for 
Archaeological Research, the ACT National Trust and the ACT Heritage Unit.  Papers 
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given included: ‘Ploughlands in the ACT – obscure but cute’ by Dr Mike Pearson; ‘The 
revival of Rock Valley, Tidbinbilla’ by Juliet Ramsay; ‘The Captains Flat Weigh Station. A 
ghost of heritage past’ by Elizabeth Estbergs; ‘Robertson Cottage – Oaks Estate’ by Karen 
Williams; ‘Conservation of objects from the Joint Operations Command, Defence site 
excavation’ by Celia Cramer; ‘Belconnen Naval Transmitting Station – a history to be ruined 
or saved?’ by Peter Dowling; and ‘The history of ruins – hoping to involve 
people/government in site conservation and interpretation’ by Helen Cooke. 

Further information can be obtained on the event including papers/notes/presentations from 
www.cas.asn.au. 

NSW NEWS 

Tim advises me that he “wrote to every archy in NSW and no one apparently has any news 
of any kind whatsoever...” 

NEW ZEALAND NEWS 
Compiled by Rick McGovern-Wilson 

STAR REDOUBT, CAMBRIDGE 

Warren Gumbley and Sian Keith recently completed a small excavation at Cambridge on a 
small part of the Star Redoubt. Star Redoubt was one of the larger redoubts erected during 
the 1860s New Zealand Wars, with the length of ditch approximately 320 m. It was 
originally conceived as the Headquarters garrison for the 3rd Waikato Militia and designed 
to hold approximately 500 men. The investigation showed that the site was well preserved, 
despite being in an urban setting. We also discovered from historical evidence there was a 
second, rather smaller, redoubt erected in 1869, which was replaced in 1874 by a 
stockade. Between 1884 and 1886 the Armed Constabulary closed the station down and 
moved the remaining men to the garrison at Kihikihi, approximately 20 km away.  

Early next year an investigation of a site at Rangiriri, on the banks of the Waikato River, will 
be undertaken of an area containing the remains of both a mid 19th C Maori pa and an 
1864 British Redoubt. This site lies within the Rangiriri battlefield. 
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Profile of the Star Redoubt’s defensive ditch 

Warren Gumbley 

LAWRENCE CHINESE CAMP 

In February this year archaeologists from the University of Otago carried out a fourth 
season of excavation at the Lawrence Chinese Camp, located near the township of 
Lawrence, in Central Otago, southern New Zealand. The Lawrence Chinese Camp was 
built during the Otago gold rush of the 1860s. It was not a gold mining settlement, but a 
village occupied by Chinese merchants who serviced the Chinese gold mining community.  
By the 1870s the Camp had numerous stores, a hotel, boarding houses, physicians, a 
butchery, gambling facilities and opium dens. The permanent residents of the camp were 
all Chinese trades people, but there was a shifting population of temporary residents, 
comprising the miners who came periodically to replenish supplies and spend some of their 
gold earnings. 

The New Zealand Chinese community now own the fields on which the camp once stood 
and have plans to develop the site in recognition of the role of the Chinese in New Zealand 
history.  The University of Otago team have undertaken four excavations at the site since 
2004.  In the first three seasons we focused on excavating a range of different types of 
space – two private residences, a joss house, a public building and several small stores.  In 
these excavations a significant assemblage of material culture and faunal remains were 
recovered, and these are currently undergoing analysis. 

In the latest and final season, the team looked at the planning and infrastructure of the 
settlement.  The land was swampy when gifted to the Chinese, and in the 2010 season we 
identified the various phases of land reclamation and drainage that were involved in turning 
the swamp into a viable residential zone.  We also explored the networks of private and 
public drainage systems which functioned at the height of the Camp’s occupation.  We 
were surprised to find a level of complexity and sophistication in the planning and 

ASHA Newsletter September 2010  5  



construction of amenities, that rivalled anything in the contemporary European communities 
of central Otago.  A major book on the Lawrence Chinese Camp is in preparation by the 
two archaeology directors – Chris Jacomb and Richard Walter – in collaboration with the 
New Zealand Chinese historian Jim Ng. 

 

 

 

1882 view of the main street of LCC 

 

 

 

1860s foundation of Sam Chew Lain’s house, with road formation  
and brick lined drain in foreground 
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Joss House foundations, dating to the 1880s 

 

Assoc Prof Richard Walter, University of Otago 

WEST COAST GOLD MINING SURVEY 

Katharine Watson and various Department of Conservation staff members have recently 
carried out an archaeological survey in the Lyell area, in the northern West Coast of the 
South Island. The focus of the survey was the remains of the Alpine mine, a quartz mine 
that operated continuously for some 50 years, albeit with the occasional name change. A 
number of adits were recorded during the survey and it is hoped to be able to determine 
which level of the mine these were associated with. This survey will supplement an 
archaeological survey of the Eight Mile area that was carried out two years ago. The Eight 
Mile area was just uphill of the Alpine and consisted of a number of a small leader mines. 

As part of the survey, a baseline inspection of the county dray road from Lyell to the Eight 
Mile was carried out. The road has recently been re-opened as a walking track by the Lyell-
Mokihinui Backcountry Trust. Much of the road was cut into solid rock and the benched 
formation remains in good condition. The steepness of the surrounding terrain, however, in 
combination with the heavy rainfall experienced in the area and two major earthquakes, 
has led to substantial damage to the dray road in some areas. 
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Intact section of the Lyell dray road 

Kat Watson 

NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS 
Compiled by Ilka Schacht 

AVIATION ARCHAEOLOGY VERIFIES THE LAST JAPANESE BOMB CRATER IN 
DARWIN CITY 

The Heritage Branch, Department of Natural Resources, Environment, The Arts and Sport, 
Northern Territory Government, commissioned an archaeological assessment of a reported 
WWII bomb crater in Darwin city. The site, on the corner of McMinn and Bennett Streets, 
was uncovered during recent road works to expand McMinn Street; approximately half of 
the crater has survived, revealing a bizarre stratigraphic profile. The archaeological 
assessment was to verify if the reported depression was in fact a bomb crater, dropped by 
Japanese aircraft in WWII. 

The site was surveyed and a two by one metre excavation was conducted at the base of 
the crater in the hope of finding in situ bomb fragments. No fragments were found, but the 
excavation revealed a pattern in the site’s stratigraphy which is consistent with that of an 
explosion. A bomb, upon detonation, produces a Fall Back layer of bedrock and topsoil, 
which appears as jumbled conglomerations in the stratigraphy. The artefacts uncovered in 
the excavation could possibly date to the 1940s. Other artefacts pointed to the site’s use as 
a dump up to very recent times. All of these artefacts, significantly, were found in the 
overburden layer on top of the Fall Back layer.  
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On the basis that the site has a Fall Back layer, it was assessed that it is most likely a 
bomb crater. A bomb fragment would have provided collaborative evidence, but why no 
artefacts at all were found in the Fall Back layer is a highly significant point. If the site was 
originally a dump, artefacts should have been found throughout the stratigraphic layers, but 
this was not the case.  
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The other means of identifying the site involved the understanding the significance of where 
the site is located.  Darwin was directly bombed approximately twenty-one times during 
WWII. The area where the crater exists was recorded to have been heavily bombed. 
Archaeologists should, therefore, expect to find bomb craters in the area. What then will 
other hidden corners of Darwin reveal about the city’s past?  

This bomb crater appears to be the only example of a new class of archaeological site, not 
previously identified in Australia and one which has survived the city’s redevelopment, 
albeit in a damaged condition. This investigation to identify the reported bomb crater acts 
as a base study to define the diagnostics by which other similar sites may be identified. Its 
verification adds to the growing list of new WWII sites being investigated in Darwin.  

Dr. Silvano Jung, Principal, Ellengowan Enterprises 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA NEWS 

Adam tells me there is nothing to report this issue 

VICTORIA NEWS 

No response from Darren so I guess there’s no news from Victoria 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA NEWS 

No response from Shane either so all’s quiet on the western front (to coin a phrase) 

QUEENSLAND NEWS 
Compiled by Karen Murphy 

NEW PLACES ON THE QUEENSLAND HERITAGE REGISTER 

Three Archaeological Places have been recently entered in the register: 

Mihi Creek Complex, Ipswich (QHR700010) 

The Mihi Creek Complex is a cultural landscape created as a result of mixed use within the 
area since the early 1860s. Previous land use is divided into two distinct though connected 
historical phases – the use of the area by Queensland Railways for Queensland’s first main 
line railway, and then as an evolving coal mining and coke manufacturing operation in 
1871, concluding around 1950. 
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Figure 1: First test trench at location of 
suspected beehive ovens. 

 

Figure 2: Top of exposed beehive oven, 
part of Mihi Ovens, erected at Mihi Creek 
sometime after 1884. 

 

Vegetation clearance and test trenching was undertaken by DERM at the Mihi Creek 
Complex between March and May 2010. This work focused on confirming the presence, 
orientation and extent of a concealed bank of coke ovens dating from the 1870s, believed 
to be the first beehive ovens erected on the site, and determining additional safety fencing 
requirements. The clearance works focused on the areas immediately northwest and west 
of the visible Klondyke Ovens.  Three test trenches were mechanically excavated, with 
some excavation by shovel (Figure 1). Ovens were located in two of the pits and the extent 
and orientation of the early bank of ovens was successfully established (Figure 2). Safety 
fencing was erected by DERM in April-May 2010 around the re-discovered bank of ovens 
and adjacent terracing. 

The Mihi Creek Complex was entered in the Queensland Heritage Register as an 
Archaeological Place as it was assessed as providing physical evidence and potential for 
additional physical evidence of the early development of the Ipswich area, with 
archaeological artefacts associated with Queensland’s first main line railway, early coal 
mining and coke manufacture. Archaeological investigations within the Complex could 
produce evidence that could: 

 confirm or challenge contemporary understandings of the coke industry in 
Queensland, particularly about coke manufacturing processes, coking 
infrastructure, coke plant layout, organisation and evolution through time; 

 reveal important information about specific operations at Mihi Creek, particularly the 
full extent of coal mining and coke manufacture, the types of equipment used (other 
than beehive oven type and probable number in the original battery), and the 
precise location of key features; and 

 have potential to answer a range of research questions about late 19th Century 
railway construction and design. 

First Brisbane Burial Ground (QHR700009) 

Located within a small park and road reserve, including parts of Eagle Terrace and Skew 
Street, within Brisbane CBD, the site of the first official burial ground in Brisbane has been 
entered in the Queensland Heritage Register as an Archaeological Place. This site was 
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identified during the Brisbane City CBD Archaeological Plan Places Project, undertaken as 
a joint project between DERM, the University of Queensland, and the Brisbane City Council 
Heritage Unit. 

The burial ground was established in 1825 following the relocation of the Moreton Bay 
Penal Settlement from the Redcliffe Peninsula to the Brisbane River. Between 1825 and 
1843, most of the 265 people who died in the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement were buried at 
this burial ground. 

 

Figure 3: 1899 image of the burial ground site, 
showing the Helidon Spa Water Factory.  
Skew Street is in the image foreground 
(Source: JOL 11983) 

 

Figure 4: Overview of First Brisbane 
Burial Ground location today, looking 
northwest from North Quay and Skew St 
intersection (April 2010) 

 

The First Brisbane Burial Ground was used until the larger North Brisbane Burial Ground 
opened in 1843 about 1km to the west. Very few of the graves were exhumed and moved 
to the new cemetery. The first burial ground was then converted to freehold and auctioned 
in 1875. The Helidon Spa Water Company operated a factory on the land and several 
cottages were built (Figure 3). The construction of Eagle Terrace and Skew Street in the 
late 1800s, and construction of the nearby Grey Street Bridge in the 1920s had some 
limited impacts on the site. The area has been a park and road reserve since (Figure 4). 

The site has been identified as being exceedingly rare and archaeological investigations 
have the potential to answer important research questions about Queensland’s history 
relating to the importation of materials, decay processes, colonial burial practices, gender, 
class and denominational differences, differential treatment of officers, soldiers, convicts 
and civilians, and health, nutrition and causes of death in the early colony. 

First Settlement Streets of Brisbane (QHR700011) 

The First Settlement Streets of Brisbane include numerous sections of the Brisbane CBD 
road network, focusing on selected sections of Adelaide, Albert, Alice, Charlotte, Elizabeth, 
George, Margaret and William Streets, North Quay and Queen’s Wharf Road and Burnett 
Lane (Figure 1). 

These streets have the potential to contain archaeological artefacts that are an important 
source of information about Queensland’s history. The archaeological potential of these 
streets was identified during the Brisbane City CBD Archaeological Plan Places Project, 
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undertaken as a joint project between DERM, the University of Queensland, and the 
Brisbane City Council Heritage Unit. 

 

 
 

Figure 5: Rectified 1843 town survey plan with modern cadastre  
and heritage register boundary overlay. 

 

Potential subsurface remains will demonstrate the establishment, evolution and pattern of 
settlement of early Brisbane as a penal colony. Evidence of this first European occupation 
of Brisbane is extremely rare, given the substantial development into a modern city. 
Archaeological remains associated with the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement will provide 
evidence and understanding of a particular type of place – that of colonial penal 
settlements – this being the first and only example of its type in Queensland. 

Being the least disturbed areas of the Brisbane City CBD with high potential for the earliest 
remains of the colony’s establishment, archaeological investigation of the First Settlement 
Streets of Brisbane has the potential to answer important research questions critical to 
Queensland’s history. Such questions could focus on but are not limited to the identification 
of the locations and purposes of previously undocumented penal settlement buildings, 
questions of social status, individual and collective living conditions, and an understanding 
of the processes of forced migration and punishment. 
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Figure 6: View southwest along Burnett Lane at intersection with Albert Street, location of 
Prisoners Barracks yard. Heritage-listed buildings at left are part of 1880s redevelopment of 

Queen Street after demolition of Prisoners Barracks. 

Cameron Harvey, Department of Environment and Resource Management 

CHANGES TO MARITIME ARCHAEOLOGY IN QUEENSLAND 

The delegation for the management of Queensland shipwrecks under the Commonwealth 
Historic Shipwrecks Act has recently been transferred from the Queensland Museum to the 
Heritage Branch of the Queensland Department of Environment and Resource 
Management (DERM), with the relevant duties being taken on by Paddy Waterson. 

As part of this transfer, the Queensland Government will undertake a state-wide survey of 
Queensland’s historic shipwrecks, to provide a better understanding of where the historic 
sites are off Queensland’s coastline. 

Climate Change and Sustainability Minister, Kate Jones, recently announced that the 
survey, to begin in Moreton Bay, will be carried out by the DERM Heritage Branch over the 
next five years. The first stage in the survey will be community consultation, with the 
department calling on members of the public, research organisations and diving groups to 
help build the knowledge of historic shipwreck sites. 

Ms Jones said, following this consultation, the department will next year commence 
targeted field operations using technology such as side-scan sonar, to confirm actual 
locations for mapping and preservation. 

“Queensland has some of the most popular wreck dives in Australia including the Yongala 
in north Queensland which is visited by around 5,000 people every year. Over the next five 
years, we will work with Queensland’s diving community to make more of these sites 
accessible to tourists and the diving public. While not every wreck can be used for 
recreation, all sites need to be managed as they contribute to our understanding of 
Queensland’s past.” 

Karen Murphy, University of Queensland / Queensland Museum 

ASHA Newsletter September 2010  14  



THE LAST DAYS OF BURKE AND WILLS 

A new exhibition, The Last Days of Burke and Wills, opened at Queensland Museum in 
August. The exhibition features artefacts recovered in 2009 from archaeological 
excavations of what is believed to be Burke and Wills’ ‘Plant Camp’. As previously reported 
by Cos Coroneos, this is the site north of present day Birdsville where the explorers buried 
equipment on their return journey from the Gulf of Carpentaria to Cooper’s Creek. 

In this exhibition artefacts from the ‘Plant Camp’, such as fragments of 
navigational/scientific equipment, munitions and pen nibs are displayed alongside objects 
from the Mithaka people (the Traditional Owners of the ‘Plant camp’ area), including 
message sticks, boomerangs and a remarkable rabbit-tail headdress. The exhibition 
contrasts Burke and Wills’ perception of the interior of Australia with that of Aboriginal 
people and challenges the notion that Burke and Wills forged a new path across an 
unknown country. 

The exhibition, which runs until early December, has been generating a great deal of public 
and media interest. 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Pistol bullet from the ‘Plant Camp’ 
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Figure 2: Fragment of a sextant sun filter from the ‘Plant Camp’ 

 

 

 

Figure 3: The Last Days of Burke and Wills at Queensland Museum South Bank. 

 

Kate Quirk and Nick Hadnutt, Queensland Museum 
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TASMANIA NEWS 
Compiled by Greg Jackman 

WELLINGTON PARK MANAGEMENT TRUST [ ] www.wellingtonpark.org.au/trust

It has been all action in Wellington Park in the last six months, with some outstanding work 
coming to a conclusion, some new initiatives implemented, some new projects funded, and 
some exciting new finds. The heritage being investigated includes water supply 
infrastructure, roads and tracks, and landscape and social values: 

1.  The Mountain Water Supply System Conservation Management Plan, being prepared 
for the Hobart City Council by Mac North, is about to go out for public comment, prior 
to being finalised. The Mountain Water Supply System is an 1860s to 1910s gravity-
fed system that takes water from a series of springs on Mount Wellington and is an 
intact system which, although augmented now, continues to provide a significant 
quantity of water to Hobart. In recognition of its significance as a system, a revised 
listing for the full supply system prepared by Heritage Tasmania has recently been 
provisionally entered on the Tasmanian Heritage Register. 

2.  An historic heritage assessment for the summit area of Mount Wellington, and a 
conservation management plan to protect the significant state and local values of this 
area, are also almost completed. The assessment and conservation planning 
provided a considerable challenge as the key heritage values of the place are 
primarily its social and landscape (including scenic) values, although the place also 
has historical, archaeological, and some built heritage values. This mix of historic 
heritage values with a strong emphasis on the social and landscape values is the 
case for much of Wellington Park. To help ensure the conservation of these values 
the Wellington Park Management Trust has commenced a major landscape 
assessment project which will run over a few years. This project has three 
components - an historical landscape character assessment, being undertaken by 
heritage landscape expert Gwenda Sheridan; a scenic and visual quality landscape 
assessment, being undertaken by landscape assessment experts Jerry de Gryse and 
Bruce Chetwynd; and a social values assessment, being undertaken by Anne 
McConnell, which it is hoped will ultimately include a cultural/ cultural heritage 
mapping program.  

3.  In recognition of the significance of the network of recreational and early access 
tracks, and related huts and hut sites on Mount Wellington, which date back to the 
early-mid 1800s (and which is currently poorly documented), the Wellington Park 
Management Trust recently received state government funding to undertake the 
recording and assessment of this network of tracks, to develop conservation 
management policy for the network, and to make recommendations for the promotion 
and interpretation of this network. This project funding is welcome as this network is a 
special part of the heritage and history of Mount Wellington, and is considered to be 
an unusual, well preserved suite of heritage sites in the Tasmanian and Australian 
context. The suite includes what we believe to be Australia's first purpose built public 
recreational track that is still extant - an 1845 track to Wellington Falls that was built 
by public subscription. And, through survey undertaken prior to the development of 
new recreational tracks by the Hobart City Council, in and adjacent to Wellington 
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Park, two new historic tracks have been located: one a ‘sawyers road’ dating to at 
least 1841 (and possibly as early as the late 1820s); and the other an 1840s or earlier 
track that may have been the first European route to the summit of Mount Wellington. 

Anne McConnell, Consultant - Cultural Heritage Management, Archaeology & 
Quaternary Geoscience 

PORT ARTHUR HISTORIC SITE 

2011 Port Arthur Summer Archaeology Program http://www.portarthur.org.au/ 

Spring has sprung, and with it your need to spring into action if you want to be a part of 
summer’s most rewarding and enjoyable archaeological field experience. 

We are looking for energetic volunteers to be part of the Port Arthur Historic Sites 
archaeology team in January 2011. This year we will focus on: 

 Excavation of a complex of convict-era sawpits;  
 Public archaeology activities;  
 Re-recording and management of historic features for the Coalmines Historic Site; 

and  
 Processing and cataloguing of Port Arthur’s archaeology collection  
 

The program runs from Wednesday 5th – Thursday 27th January 2011.  Places are very 
limited and the closing date for applications is 30th September 2010.   

To request an application form or for further information, contact: 

Annita Waghorn 

Port Arthur Historic Site Management Authority 

annita.waghorn@portarthur.org.au phone: (03) 6251 2337 

 

Annita Waghorn, Conservation Project Officer (Archaeology) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NOTICES 

ASHA CONFERENCE 2010, BRISBANE 

30 September – 2 October, 2010 

REGISTER NOW! 

The 2010 ASHA Conference will be held over three days from Thursday 30 September to 
Saturday 2 October in the Brisbane CBD. 

On-line registration can be made via the conference website at 
http://socialscience.uq.edu.au/asha-2010-registration 

Note: On-line registration will close on 29 September after which time registration 
must be made at the welcome reception/conference, and will be subject to a 20% 
surcharge. 

Venue 
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The conference venue is the Taldora Room, Mercure Hotel, 85-87 North Quay, Brisbane 
(between Turbot and Ann Streets). Coffee and tea will be served from 8.30am, with the 
conference commencing at 9.00am on Thursday 30 September. Visit 
http://www.mercurebrisbane.com.au/ for more information on the venue. 

Welcome Reception 

A welcome reception will be held on Wednesday 29 September from 5.00pm to 7.30pm at 
the Queensland Maritime Museum on the deck of the historic HMAS Diamantina, one of 
only two surviving World War 2 veterans in the world upon which surrenders were signed. 
Queensland Maritime Museum is located on the banks of the Brisbane River, at the 
southern end of the South Bank Parklands and next to the Goodwill Bridge, just off Sidon 
Street, South Brisbane. Included in registration. Visit http://www.maritimemuseum.com.au/ 
for more information on the venue. 

 

 

Queensland Maritime Museum location 

Conference Dinner 

Note: There has been a venue change for the conference dinner. 

The conference dinner will be held at Berkleys on Ann, in the Rendezvous Hotel, 255 Ann 
Street, (corner of Edward Street), Brisbane on Saturday 2 October from 7.00pm to 
midnight. At a cost of $75 per head the dinner will include a 2-course meal, wine, beer and 
soft drinks and live entertainment. The dinner must be booked with your registration and 
places are limited. Visit www.berkleys.com.au for more information on the venue. 

Post-conference Tours 

A choice of two tours is available on Sunday 3 October.  

Please note that the Railway Tour must be booked before 20 September. 
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Industrial Heritage Railway Tour  

The full-day tour starts with a one hour steam train ride through inner Brisbane aboard 
vintage rail carriages, pointing out landmarks of historical significance in Brisbane. 
Following the train ride, we travel by coach to The Workshops Rail Museum (TWRM), 
situated on the site of the heritage-listed North Ipswich Railway Workshops Complex. Here 
we will visit the operational heritage workshops and take a walking tour of the industrial 
complex, including a “Back of House” tour of the museum collection, hosted by a museum 
curator. There will also be time at leisure to explore the museum. After leaving TWRM the 
tour will visit the heritage-listed Klondyke coke ovens complex and the surrounding Mihi 
Creek Complex (see Queensland News) and have the opportunity to discuss a number of 
issues related to heritage significance and managing heritage listed sites. 

An option is also available to join the coach for the tour of The Workshops Rail Museum, 
without the steam train trip. 

Train departs from Roma Street Railway Station, Brisbane at 10:00am. Coach will be 
leaving Roma Street for Ipswich at 11:30am, returning to Brisbane at 5:30pm. Trip includes 
a two-course roast lunch at TWRM. 

Cost 

Option 1 – Tour with steam train trip Option 2 – Tour without steam train trip 

$80 per adult $65 per adult 

$60 per child $45 per child 

The Lost Language of Cemetery Symbolism  

The Brisbane General Cemetery at Toowong was established in 1866 and formally opened 
in 1875 and is Queensland's largest cemetery. It is a rare example of the Victorian concept 
of a mortuary park and the layout of burial sites is indicative of 19th century social and 
religious stratification and provides an ideal venue for exploring cemetery symbolism. 

Hands, eyes and hearts; what is the deeper meaning behind these graven body parts? 
Clasped hands or open hands; these too have a distinct meaning. Join Friends of Toowong 
Cemetery President, Hilda Maclean, for a lively 90 minute interpretation of the lost 
language of cemetery symbolism. 

Tour commences at 10.30am. Transportation to the site will be arranged from a central 
location. 

Please carry water and wear a hat and covered shoes. 

Cost $25 per person children under 12 free. 

 

For more information on the conference visit the conference website at 
http://socialscience.uq.edu.au/asha-2010 

Conference Organising Committee 

Jon Prangnell, Geraldine Mate, Linda Terry and Karen Murphy 

ASHA Newsletter September 2010  20  

http://socialscience.uq.edu.au/asha-2010


PRESIDENT’S CONFERENCE MESSAGE 

2010 marks the 40th anniversary of the Australian Society for Historical Archaeology, 
founded in 1970 for the purpose of promoting the study of historical archaeology in 
Australia, with its first conference held in 1981. In 1991 the scope of the society was 
expanded to include New Zealand and the Asia-Pacific region generally, reflected in the 
name changing to the Australasian Society for Historical Archaeology.   

While in some respects ASHA has become part of the furniture of Australasian 
archaeological endeavour, we deserve to remind ourselves that the society has played an 
extremely important role at both regional and international levels. ASHA was formed only 
two years after the U.S. based Society for Historical Archaeology and our members have 
been instrumental in the development and growth of both academic and professional 
historical archaeology.  It remains the main point of connection for persons interested in the 
field in Australasia through our annual conference, journal, newsletters, website and 
publications. Our current protections for historic period sites owes much to the activities of 
ASHA and its members, who continue to advise, make submissions and if necessary 
protest. ASHA membership identifies us as part of a community of people with like 
concerns and interests.   

However, complacency is our enemy and we need to be ever-conscious that despite past 
successes we must continue to evolve. At this year’s conference in Brisbane the organisers 
have included a session reflecting on our past achievements, current state and future 
challenges. We are fortunate that many of our founder members are still with us, actively 
participating in research and willing to provide continuity by attending the conferences and 
take part. However, one concern which has emerged amongst members and been passed 
on to me during my time as President is that many newer graduates in HA have not joined 
the society, and remain under the radar, despite taking professional roles in consultancy, 
government and the academy.  Similarly, there has been concern about whether we are 
sufficiently servicing the wider non-professional community, feeding our results back into 
the public realm, encouraging non-professional membership and support, and so on.  Do 
we need to think harder about what we do? These problems, questions and more need to 
be raised and addressed if we are to maintain our relevance. 

For a start, I would urge those members who remain undecided about attending the 
conferences to take the plunge and register. ASHA is only as good as its members and in a 
small community we all have the opportunity of making significant contributions simply by 
being there, presenting and discussing, as well renewing acquaintances and taking the 
time to meet and encourage new members and students. Our society and discipline draws 
much of its strength from the close connections within our community, despite the great 
distances which separate us.  

I look forward to seeing all of you in Brisbane 

Dr Martin Gibbs, ASHA President 

AGM OFFICER’S REPORTS 

The documents and reports for the ASHA 2010 AGM are now available for download from 
the ASHA website. If you would like to access them, visit the website (www.asha.org.au ), 
and click on the 'Current Members' section.  
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AUSTRALIAN RURAL FENCES 

This note is published on behalf of John Pickard: 

In 2009, with the generous support of a NSW Heritage Grant, I compiled and published my 
169 page "Illustrated glossary of Australian rural fence terms" available as a free 7.5 MB 
download from the Heritage Branch website (URL: 
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#G-I and scroll down to "Illustrated glossary"). 

I am currently preparing a second edition planned for completion in early 2011. This will be 
re-designed for easier use, and include additional terms and illustrations. Like the first 
edition, it will focus on RURAL fences; urban and suburban fences are specifically excluded 
for a range of reasons. 

This is your opportunity to contribute to making the Glossary more comprehensive and 
accurate. I welcome any suggestions of corrections, additional examples of contemporary 
or modern illustrations or references, locations of examples etc. All suggestions will be 
acknowledged. 

Please contact me with your suggestions. 

Dr John Pickard 

Department of Environment and Geography 

Macquarie University NSW 2109 

john.pickard@bigpond.com  
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SOCIETY CONTACTS 

2009–2010 COMMITTEE 

President Martin Gibbs President@asha.org.au  
Vice Presidents Jody Steele jody@asha.org.au  
 Brad Duncan Brad@asha.org.au  
Treasurer Kylie Seretis  Treasurer@asha.org.au  
Secretary Katrina Stankowski Secretary@asha.org.au  
Committee Shane Burke  
 Peter Davies  
 Ross Gam  
 Rick McGovern-Wilson  
 Susan Piddock  
 Kate Quirk  

 
Publications 

AHA Editor Mary Casey  editor@asha.org.au  
AHA Reviews Editor Kate Quirk reviews@asha.org.au  
Newsletter Editor Rick McGovern-Wilson newsletter@asha.org.au  
Webmaster VACANT webmanager@asha.org.au  
Publications Officer Peter Davies publications@asha.org.au  

STATE REPRESENTATIVES  

 

ACT 

Richard Morrison 
PO Box 6060 
O’Connor ACT 2602 
act@asha.org.au 

 

 

NSW 

Tim Owen 
Cultural Heritage Services 
2009 Locked Bag 24 
Broadway NSW 2007 
nsw@asha.org.au 

 

NT 

Ilka Schacht 
Museum and Art Gallery of the 
Northern Territory 
GPO Box 4646 
Darwin NT 0801 
nt@asha.org.au 

SA 

Adam Patterson 
Flinders University 
GPO Box 2100 
Adelaide SA 5001 
sa@asha.org.au 

 

QLD 

Karen Murphy 
School of Social Science 
University of Queensland  
QLD 4072 
qld@asha.org.au 

 

TAS 

Greg Jackman 
Port Arthur Historic Site 
Management Authority 
Port Arthur TAS 7182 
tas@asha.org.au 

WA 

Shane Burke 
Department of Archaeology 
University of Western Australia 
Nedlands WA 6907 
wa@asha.org.au 

 

NZ 

Rick McGovern-Wilson 
New Zealand Historic Places 
Trust 
PO Box 2629 
Wellington NZ 6140 
nz@asha.org.au 

 

VIC 

Darren Griffin 
Senior Archaeologist / 
Heritage Advisor 
ACHM (Vic) Pty Ltd 
GPO Box 5112 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
vic@asha.org.au  

mailto:President@asha.org.au
mailto:jody@asha.org.au
mailto:Brad@asha.org.au
mailto:Treasurer@asha.org.au
mailto:Katrina.Stankowski@environment.nsw.gov.au
mailto:editor@asha.org.au
mailto:reviews@asha.org.au
mailto:newsletter@asha.org.au
mailto:webmanager@asha.org.au
mailto:publications@asha.org.au


 

FORTHCOMING NEWSLETTERS 

The ASHA Newsletter is produced quarterly with the assistance of State Reps. In order to 
facilitate a more efficient newsletter production, all contributions should be forwarded to the 
e-mail address of your state rep (see ASHA contacts on the previous page for address 
details) by the following dates: 

 

March issue:  15 February September issue:   15 August  

 
June issue:  15 May December issue:  15 November 

 

This is your newsletter and your contributions are vital. Please check deadlines diligently. 
Your efficiency will be greatly appreciated. I look forward to your forthcoming news of 
events. 

 

Rick McGovern-Wilson 
General Editor  
ASHA Newsletter  

Email: newsletter@asha.org.au 

Post: New Zealand Historic Places Trust 
P O Box 2629 
Wellington 6140 
NEW ZEALAND 

Phone: +64 4 470 8055 
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