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I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

In December, 1976 workmen began on the task of widening Bridge 
Street, Windsor, just in front of the Police Station. During their 
work some foundations were uncovered, subsequently identified as 
those of the guardhouse to the Military Barracks, built during 
Macquarie's rule. So began archaeological and historical research 
into the guardhouse and barracks of Windsor. 

Governor Macquarie marked out the site for the new military 
barracks in Bridge Street, Windsor on July 29th, 1817,1 and building 
must have begun straight away, as Richard Fitzgerald in his evidence 
to Commissioner Bigge reported that they were started in July 1817 
and finished in June 1818. 2 It was listed officially in 1820 as a 
military barracks of brick, 80 feet by 20 and 14 feet high, with a 
kitchen 20 by 16 by 10 feet high, also of brick3. There is no 
mention of the guardhouse or even the surrounding wall, though 
Macquarie's specifications were for a barrack to house fifty men, 
with necessary out offices, parade ground and stockade. It is 
possible that work continued on the wall and even the guardhouse 
after the military moved into the barracks. 

For the twenty years preceding the building of the barracks, 
housing for the troops seems to have been rather casual. In June, 
1795 Paterson was forced to send quite a large detachment to the 
Hawkesbury region because the settlers were having problems with 
aborigines, after less than a year in the area4• The situation soon 
calmed down but it was obvious that some military support was necessary 
to protect the isolated community. A barrack building for the troops 
was built some time between 1796 and 1800, and a house for the 
Commanding Officer5. No further information about the barracks has 
turned up yet, but the Commanding Officer's house was "framed and 
weatherboarded ..• shingled and furnished with a cellar, skilling 
kitchen and other accommodation, enclosed around with paling." This 
building survived well into the twentieth century and became known as 
Old Government House because it was used by Governors Bligh and 
Macquarie when they visited the Green Hills, as the Windsor area was 
known. The barrack building must have been fairly insubstantial 
because in 1816 and 1817 the troops were housed in an old brewery, 
rented from the Estate of the late Andrew Thompson. 6 
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The architect for the barracks may have been Lieut. John Watts, 
who designed several military buildings, including the barracks at 
Parramatta, or Francis Lawless, who designed the convict barracks 
also at Parramatta, but there is no conclusive evidence at the moment. 
Later plans show that the main building, facing Bridge Street, was 
flanked by two others at right angles. Neither the date nor the 
architect for these additions is certain yet - even the exact date 
for the building of the guardhouse is open to speculation. Des-
cription of the barracks are brief, of much later date, and concentrate 
on the main buildings. A description of an 1825 sketch by Lycett 
simply mentions the military barracks as being one of the most con-
spicuous buildings of the town.? A much later description, recorded 
in 1924 but referring to the 1860's: 11 ... in the centre of the area 
was a long structure well raised from the surface and reached from the 
front overlooking Bridge Street by a dozen stone steps. On the right 
was another building about the same length but not raised so high, and 
on the left a cottage of about six rooms ... underneath the central 
building were cellars 118 . An 1889 article describes 11 ... the old 
military barracks (now used as quarters for the police and volunteers) 
consists of a set of long, low small windowed cottages, built around a 
green court and enclosed by a wall and gates flanked by the substantial 
stone pillars of the same pattern as that so familiar to us at the 
Redfern Asylum and the Commissariat Stores in lower George Street, 
Sydney. 119 

As can be seen from the accompanying Appendix, the numbers of 
those in the barracks varied considerably. The early building was for 
fifty men, but the increase from 15 rank and file in 1815 to 78 in 1816 
seems excessive. The other great .increase, from 24 men all told in 
1833 to a total of 173 in 1836 must imply that the additional buildings 
had been completed by then. And at some time the officers had taken 
over the Macquarie Arms Inn as their mess hal1. 10 There were certain 
problems during the 1820's: a captain decided 11 for a lark 11 to frighten 
the nervous private on sentry duty. Unfortunate the captain was shot 
and killed, and the poor private hanged himself; they are buried side 
by side in St. Matthew's churchyard. Another gravestone is inscribed 
11 This stone is raised, by his comrades, to the memory of Private Dunn, 
who was kicked out of this life by the Colonel's horse,as a mark of 
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Here lies Private Dunn 
No more Alive and Quick 
He died and so would anyone11 That had so hard a kick. 11 

There is a sad lack of any detailed description of the buildings, 
or mention of a guardhouse. Some sort of structure may have sheltered 
the hapless sentry of the 182o•s; on the other hand, if the captain 
could sneak up on him so easily, maybe there was no building. The map 
of Windsor, ca 1835, 12 shows only one building in Military Barrack 
Square, but the guardhouse definitely existed in 1842, as this map 
shows. It is quite possible that a substantial guardhouse was built 
at the same time as the extra barrack buildings, to house the great 
influx of men after 1835. 

It appears that the military withdrew completely some time in 
1848, and there was a good deal of coming and going as different 
regiments took up their term of duty. When the 80th Regiment left 
early in 1841 11 they departed ... one moonlight night, having to walk all 
the way to Parramatta. 1113 When the solitary private of the 99th was 
removed in 1848, the barracks were put to various uses before being 
taken over by the police in the 186o•s. Even before the final removal 
of troops from Windsor there was a lot of official correspondence about 
the necessity for the military in the co 1 ony and many arguments for and 
against their presence. On the one hand transportation was to cease, 
and so, in time the problems raised by convicts,and the Maori War in New 
Zealand meant that all available troops should be sent there, but 
Governor Gipps worried about riots over the Squatting Regulations. 14 In 
all the official letters seen so far Windsor is mentioned once: The 
barracks might realiseL2,000 if sold. 15 Until the police took over, 
the official view seems to have been that the barracks should be sold 
or pulled down. In the meantime it was rented- first to a Mr. F.G. 
Panton in 1849 forL40 per year and un unknown purpose.16 In 1853 
and 1854 the Rev. Mr. Cary took over, and may have established a school 
there. 17 In 1857 the Rev. Mr. Aitken wished to rent the buildings for 
a school, but because of damage done in the previous scholastic period, 
Mr. Hobbs became the tenant. 18 He was the Chief Constable of Windsor 
and also Inspector of Weights and Measures, and for the latter purpose 
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he needed an office - and the barracks were very handy for the gaol 
and courthouse. From April, 1857 when Mr. Hobbs took over,until 
1860 all went smoothly, apart from the necessity for some repairs. 
At this stage the Hawkesbury Volunteers asked if they could use the 
long building, parallel to Court Street, as their drill hall. After 
some correspondence this request was a 11 owed in 1861. Mr. Hobbs 
had some objections because of loss of privacy, the fact that he paid 
the rent, and would the building be available in the event of a ball, 
as was the custom. All was well: In October 1861, when Sir John 
and Lady Young visited Windsor, 11 a ball took place in the barracks ... 19 

Finally the soldiers• barracks became the police barracks, 
possibly quite soon after the 1862 bill which established the police 
as a civil rather than a military force. A letter of July 1865 
suggests that the police had taken over by then, but as some sort of 
constabulary had been present in Windsor for some years, and must have 
had some sort of accommodation, it is difficult to be certain. 20 

However, this letter and its annotations are important as there is a 
reference to a building, possibly the guardhouse. It was sent from 
the Inspector General•s Office, Sydney, to the Under Secretary (possibly 
of Public Works) because the Windsor lock-up had been pulled down, so 
could the police use ..... some Government buildings there suitable for 
a Watch House •.. 11 . The note on the back reads: 11 Lock-up attached 
to Police Barracks at Windsor. This building is in a state of general 
delapidation except the walls and the floors and (indecipherable). The 
building requires to be re-shingled and the Guard Room floored and 
fitted up with the new doors and further the whole of the walls require 
to be pointed, the woodwork painted and the interior whitewashed. The 
alterations proposed to be made to the cells are shown on the fly to 
the accompanying plan ... the two centre walls to be made into (1} 
windows to be constructed in cells and passage and a new doorway made 
leading into the Guard Room. The estimated cost is./75. 1121 

Just as there is no definite date for the building of the guard-
house, there is no definite date for its destruction. If the lock up 
is the old guardhouse, it existed into the 186o•s. The police contin-
ued to use the barracks until 1924 when the Inspector General of Police 
gave notice that they were to be closed down. 22 However, on a plan of 
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the Windsor Police Buildings in 192223 there is no sign of a building 
where the guardhouse should stand. It may be possible to narrow this 
gap further: there is a photo of the 1879 flood at Windsor in Steele•s 
Early Days of Windsor, which shows water coming well up Bridge Street. 
It shows, also, the high wall around the barrack buildings and the 
roofs of two larger buildings set back from the road, but no sign of 
the guardhouse or lock-up. Either the roof of the building was lower 
than the wall or it no longer existed. Another later photo ca. 1890 
shows the barracks more clearly, and there is no sign of a building 
along the wall. The documentary evidence therefore suggests that the 
guardhouse may have been built soon after 1835 and may have been 
demolished before 1879, and certainly before 1922. 
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APPENDIX - MILITARY STATIONED AT WINDSOR 
Date Ref. Lieut. Subalt. Ensign Serg. Core. Drum. Rank & File 
June 1795 NSW I 1 1 2 2 2 85 
May 1799 NSW I II 1 2 2 39 
Dec. 1799 HRA II 44 Men all told 
Sept. 1800 HRA IV 2 2 37 
Dec. 1801 NSW IV 12 
May 1803 HRA IV 12 
Mar. 1804 HRA IV 8 
Apl. 1805 HRA V 16 
Mar. 1806 NSW VI 1 14 
Feb. 1807 NSW VI 1 17 
Sept. 1807 NSW VI 13 
Mar. 1811 NSW VII 3 14 
Nov. 1812 HRA VII 1 4 18 
Nov. 1814 HRA VI II 1 2 17 
Dec. 1815 HRA IX 1 3 15 
Oct. 1816 HRA IX 1 5 78 

1825 Steele 1 1 56 
May 1827 HRA XIII 1 1 15 
Dec. 1830 RoC 1 2 40 
Dec. 1831 RoC 1 33 
Dec. 1832 RoC 1 Capt. 1 37 
June 1833 HRA XVII 1 1 24 
Dec. 1833 RoC 1 1 22 

Field Capt. Subalt. Staff Serg. Drum. Rank & File 
Officer 

Sept. 1834 RoC 1 1 2 1 3 6 52 
Sept. 1835 RoC 1 3 6 4 14 10 116 
Sept. 1836 RoC 1 1 2 4 13 11 141 
Sept. 1837 RoC 2 3 7 3 12 11 118 
Sept. 1838 RoC 2 2 5 13 13 147 
Sept. 1839 RoC 1 1 4 4 16 12 142 
Sept. 1840 RoC 1 1 5 4 16 9 146 
Sept. 1841 RoC 1 4 1 7 1 77 
Sept. 1842 RoC None 
Sept. 1843 RoC 1 2 3 1 111 
Dec. 1844 RoC 1 1 4 1 101 
Dec. 1845 RoC 2 
Dec. 1846 RoC 1 1 5 1 92 
Dec. 1847 RoC 1 

In 1848 Windsor is not mentioned on the list. 
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II. THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE EXCAVATION 

When work began on widening Bridge Street, Windsor, it meant that 
the remains of an old stone and brick wall which surrounded the Police 
Station had to be removed, and the police ,lawn brought down to road 
level - a drop of a metre or so. The wall was removed first, and then 
the earthmoving equipment moved in. It was during this operation that 
the brick foundations of a small, narrow building were discovered, 
approximately 3 metres wide and 12 metres long. The foundations were 
some 16 metres from the corner of Bridge and Court Streets and just 
within the line of the old wall, now removed. It seemed reasonable, 
as this was the known site of the military barracks built during 
Governor Macquarie's time, to presume that the foundations were those 
of a guard or gate-house. 

Although the foundations were saved from immediate destruction, 
it was unfortunate from the archaeological point of view that the work-
men began to clear around and inside the foundations. Under super-
vision this may have worked well, particularly as the finds would have 
been kept separately. However, it was too late to organise anything 
of this sort by the time I was asked to look at the site, in December, 
1976. The Government Architects and Pub 1 i c Works Department seemed 
anxious that the foundations be recorded, identified and then removed 
as quickly as possible. So photographs and measurements were taken 
and an attempt made to keep the finds in some sort of order (this was 
shown to be unsuccessful). 

It was interesting to see how the foundations varied: in the 
eastern part of the structure they showed quite clearly as four small 
"rooms", approximately 2 metres by 1 or 1 metre 50. The western area 
had been very much disturbed by the laying of gas pipes, etc. and very 
little of the south wall or internal divisions remained. Even so, the 
little that remained of the southern wall indicated that it wasn't aligned 
with the southern wall in the eastern area. Subsequent excavation of 
the area south of the guardhouse helped to solve this little mystery. 

Some months later the foundations were still intact, largely due 
to pressure of local opinion. Eventually we were given permission to 
carry out a short "rescue dig" on the long weekend in June. This was 
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mainly concentrated around the guardhouse, but included a trial trench 
to the N.E. in an attempt to locate the later barrack building parallel 
to Court Street. We did find what looked like the top of brick 
foundations, running in a N. - S. direction, but pressure of time made 
further investigation impossible. 

On Monday, June 13th, several members of the Sydney University 
Archaeological Society began work, which was continued on Thursday, 16th, 
plus some sporadic work on subsequent weekends. Most of the work was 
concentrated on the area south of the guardhouse, between it and the 
modern footpath; some work was done in the area to the north of the 
structure. 

A base line of 15 metres was set up in the undisturbed lawn to the 
north of the guardhouse, to allow an overlap at either end of the 
foundations. With the rectangle formed by extending to the limits of 
the footpath, the grid was then divided into lengths of three metres, 
and numbered. Because of the limits of time and number of helpers, 
plus the fact that so much had been disturbed, it was felt unnecessary 
to provide baulks for cross sections - even with these problems, this 
may have been a mistake. 

The most important excavation was carried out south of the guard-
house, in areas 1 to 4 (numbered from east to west). It soon became 
obvious that any stratification was almost non-existent; the deposits 
had been disturbed, most of it coming from inside the brick foundations 
and dumped in 1976. 

Immediately around the perimeter of the foundations the workmen 
had dug out a trench to the depth of the bricks, averaging 50 ems. and 
some 25 - 30 ems. wide. This trench was stopped along the southern 
wall by the appearance of clinker bricks spilling over from 
foundations; to the west of these the foundations had been almost 
obliterated, so it wasn•t necessary to dig to the depth of the bricks. 
In trenches 1 to 3, just south of this trench, was a high area of 
ground - the only soil undisturbed by the workmen in December, 1976. 
This was approximately 50 em. wide, and immediately south of this was 
another gap- made by the removal of the surrounding brick wall. In 
the months since this had been first attacked, some modern spoil had 
formed into a gentle slope down to the footpath. Obviously the most 
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important part of these three trenches was the undisturbed area, and 
the excavation of it proved most interesting, especially in trench 2. 

The whole area had been covered in some degree by spoil from the 
excavations of December. Once this was removed, the undisturbed area 
in trench 2 presented a pretty section of several different layers, 
while to the south a still sloping area of whitish grey clay continued 
to the footpath. Work concentrated on the high-standing undisturbed 
area, now designated Feature One. Along the top was a very thin layer 
of crushed white shells. Underneath, layer (2) was a brown loamy soil 
with brick and sandstone rubble. Below this, a yellow sand layer, 
(3) some 8 em. thick and containing no finds at all. Finally, a very 
hard layer of greyish, shelly mortar covered a thin packing of small 
sandstone pieces, placed to make a flat surface above a line of large 
uneven sandstone blocks. These seemed to continue in both an easterly 
and westerly direction, some 40 em. south of the southern foundations of 
the guardhouse. 

A small section was extended from these new stone foundations to 
the southern edge of the trench. This produced another line of stone 
foundations, some 30 em. lower than the first. As the soil above these 
stones had been disturbed, it seemed that these foundations were the 
remains of the surrounding wall removed in December. What we had found 
was a completely unexpected line of sandstone footings which continued 
into Trenches 3 and 4, and also eastwards into Trench 1. Unfortunately, 
Feature 1 of Trench 2 did not extend into the other trenches in its 
entirety - the thin layer of shelly mortar was found nowhere else, but 
brown loam with brick rubble was universal. The great difficulty was 
in deciding which layer of loam was due to modern disturbances, and 
which one may have some significance. 

In Trench 3 it was possible to differentiate between the rubbly 
layer (2) because it was fairly soft; beneath it layer (3) was a similar 
patchy deposit, but seemed less disturbed. In this layer some collapsed 
sandstone blocks were uncovered as well as brick rubble. Under layer 
(3), in the northern part of the trench were found a hard mortar covered 
line of sandstone blocks and some bricks - a continuation of the higher 
line found in Trench 2. Work in this trench was complicated by the 
presence of the clinker bricks jutting out from the guardhouse wall. 
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